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ADVERTISEMENT 
TO THE 


R E AD E R. 
Long Preface to a mall l 
f is as tedious as a long grace to a. 
| fight repaſt, or much ceremony before 
one fits down. to company. But if the. 
— piece can, in any ſenſe, admit 


the name of an Entertainment, a little 
Advertiſement may be the bill of fare 


3 on the table, to acquaint the guelt. with- 


| what he is to expect. 
A Novel preſents itſelf; a favourite: 

3 diſh, if one may judge by the frequency 
of! its appearance. It is taſteful to the 
ale: if, like vanity, it is the food of 
fools, yet men of wit will condeſcend 
to take a bit. Such works amuſe an 
dle hour of the writer and of the reader; 
and therefore it is little wonder there 
gare ſo many of them. DE — 
Vor. I. TT 


— 


"They. wear 10 = and ſmiling 2 


countenance, that all are tempted- to 
approach, and even women ſet out to 


' write them. The author may perhaps 


be thought a melancholy example of 


it, who is now guilty of a third offence 
of this kind, if it is an offence. And 


| why ſhould not women write them? To | 
invent, to tell a ſtory, to talk, to ima- 


gine, to melt, to perſuade, ſeem to be 
things not out of their character: or, 
admit they were; ſince the heroes have 


reſigned the club for the diſtaff, why 
may not the ſofter ſex riſe upon their 


weakneſs, think, write, and take their 


poſts; as the thinneſt air will ruſh into 


| void ſpace, and expand itlelf, to fill 
it? 655 
The Pee of reading theſe Sings 


is certainly founded in the natural taſte 


for novelty: not content with the com- 


mon objects and occurrences paſling be- 


fore our eyes, we ſearch into the re- 
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after the ien and actions, ſpeeches 


and adventures, of thoſe who lived 


thouſands of years before. This is the 
pleaſure of hiſtory. Still unſatisfied, 
we call in imagination to our aid, and 
fancy perſons and tranſactions which 


perhaps never exiſted, form them into 


a conſiſtent ſeries of ſtory; and this is 
a Novel, and may be defined new Hiſ- 
tory. Its point in view, is certainly to 
entertain; but not the only one, if it 
aſpires to approbation and eſteem. Tho 
deſigned to amuſe, it ſometimes, like 


1 comedy, raiſes its voice, inſpires ſenti- 


ment, mends the heart, humanizes the 


paſſions, teaches what dry ſchools can- 


not, cheats the man of pleaſure into a 
glow of generoſity and tenderneſs, and 
gives what wiſe men have wiſhed to 
give, the native charms of virtue to 


the ſight, in the modern familiar dreſs 


of men and women, with more ſucceſs 


than maxims and rules; which, like the 
n ruff and uncouth drapery of 
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They wear ſo eaſy and ſmiling a 


countenance, that all are tempted to 
approach, and even women ſet out to 
write them. The author may perhaps 
be thought a melancholy example of 
it, who is now guilty of a third offence 
of this kind, if it is an offence. And 
why ſhould not women write them? To 
invent, to tell a ſtory, to talk, to ima- 
gine, to melt, to perſuade, ſeem to be 
things not out of their character: or, 
admit they were; ſince the heroes have 
reſigned the club for the diſtaff, why 
may not the ſofter ſex riſe upon their 
weakneſs, think, write, and take their 
poſts; as the thinneſt air will ruſh into 

a void ſpace, and expand itſelf, to fill 

i | 

The pleaſure of reading theſe things | 

is certainly founded in the natural taſte 
for novelty: not content with the com- 

mon objects and occurrences paſſing be- 
fore our eyes, we ſearch into the re- 
moteſt antiquity, and puſh the enquiry. 


aſter 


F iii ] 
after the thoughts and actions, ſpeeches 


and adventures, of thoſe who lived 
thouſands of years before. This is the 
pleaſure of hiſtory. Still unſatisfied, 


we call in imagination to our aid, and 


fancy perſons and tranſactions which 
perhaps never exiſted, form them into 
a conſiſtent ſeries of Rory; and this is 


a Novel, and may be defined new Hi 


Z 7ory. Its point in view, is certainly to 


entertain; but not the only one, if it 


aſpires to approbation and eſteem. Tho“ 
deſigned to amuſe, it ſometimes, like 
comedy, raiſes its voice, inſpires ſenti- 


ment, mends the heart, humanizes the 
paſſions, teaches what dry ſchools can- 


not, cheats the man of pleaſure into a 
glow of generoſity and tenderneſs, and 
| gives what wiſe men have wiſhed to 


give, the native charms of virtue to 
the fight, in the modern familiar dreſs 


of men and women, with more ſucceſs | 
than maxims and rules; which, like the 
ſtiffened ruff and uncouth drapery of 


A 1 our 


fi? 
our anceſtors, turn dignity into ridicule, 
and beauty into aukwardneſs. 
Big with theſe thoughts, the author 
fat down to write. How ſwelling the 
conception! how ſmall the production! 
She dreamed of nothing leſs than mend- 
ing the world, filling every breaſt with 


uprightneſs of intention, and greatneſss f 


of deſign; painting the diſtreſs of ſuffer- 
ing innocence up to ſtrong ſenſibility; 
and the triumphs of candour, truth, 
and every amiable quality, which en- 
nobles the human mind, till they 
warmed the heart with joy, and en- 
gaged to imitation : ſuch was her ex- 
pectation, or, to ſpeak more ſtrongly, 
her deluſion. She hoped to produce 
| ſomething like a CLARISsA, or a 
GRANDISON: but nothing came of it 

but The BROTHERS. She need not. 
however enter into fo diſadvantage- 
ous a compariſon. She did not aim at 
making a perfect Character in either 
ſex, an hero or heroine, which had 
been 
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been already touched, and finiſhed be- 


yond hope of imitation ; but to purſue ? 


the ſame honeſt intention of promoting 
the intereſt of good-manners and ami- 


able diſpoſitions, by a ſtory of com- 
mon, though not vulgar, life; the 
1 foundation of which was a real fact; 
accompanied by ſuch perſons and cha- 


racters as have occurred to her i in the 


courſe of her obſervation. : 

The encouragements of her ſub. 
ſcription have not made her vain, but 
fearful : and, inſtead of boaſting, ſhe 
2 the indulgence paid by the ſen/;- 
ble and the generous to ber * of 


being 


2 0 her Eule all el; blind, 
And to ber virtues very Rind. 
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BOOK L 
CHAP.T 


HE manſion, called The Grainge, 
in Suſſex, belonging to the late 
Sir Ambroſe Foſter, being the 
Kone of his laſt ſickneſs, had been deſerted 
by his worthy relict from that fatal period; 
who has ſince paſſed | her time alternately 
at her houſes in Argyle Buildings, and 
Richmond in Surry: ſhe however fully im- 
Ry her reſident ſteward, in Suſſex, 
Vor. I. B to 


2 Tue BROTHERS. 3 
to keep up the ſame hoſpitality, and diſtri- % 
bute her alms in like proportion, as if his 
| benevolent maſter was living. An unex- 1 
pected and large acceſſion of fortune com- | 
ing to her when ſhe was far advanced in 3 
life, ſhe thought to beſtow it in ſuch acts 
of beneficence as would have been ap- 


proved of by Sir Ambroſe ; and, pleaſed I 
with that truly humane and laudable ſcheme *? 


of Mr. Turner's, in the biſhoprick of Dur- 
ham, ſhe took a journey into Suſſex, the 
firſt week in April ſeventeen hundred fifty- 
ſeven, to give orders for erecting proper 3 
repoſitories for the lading of ſhips, which 
might chance to be wrecked on that coaſt, Þ 
at her own expence, The Day of her ar- 
rival, ſoon after dinner, ſhe retired with Þ 
Mrs. Orrice, her woman, to a grove ad- 

joining to her gardens; and was attentively 
liſtening to the melody of its inhabitants, 
when the ſound of human voices, proceed- 
ing from a thick plat of trees, awakened 
her curioſity, and led her ſoftly on, till ſhe 
had gained a path oppoſite to the place 
from whence the ſound iſſued; where, 


peeping through the leaves, ſhe. diſcerned 


an 


* 
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Tur BROTHERS. 3 


: 1 an arbour, in which was ſitting a man of a 
fe E aſpect, in diſcourſe with a beauti- 

3 Ful young woman, who held a book, and 
whoſe air and apparel were perfectly gen- 


eel, Such an apparition, in a village in- 


Jhabired by people of remarkable ruſticity, 

no leſs ſurpriſed her than the converſation. 

Ihe overheard. It gives me pleaſure, 
my dear Phoebe,” ſaid the gentleman, 
2 to find you are capable of drawing ſuch 
3 judicious inferences from the ſtory you 
have been reading; and I think with 
you, a ſolitary life has charms for a man 


who has paſſed many years in the tu- 


mult and hurry of the world, and, as 
your favourite author has it, beer back- 
yd in the eyes of men; but, at this junc- 
ture, ſuch a life is neither eligible for 
you nor for me; and therefore, my dear 
child, I muſt inſiſt upon your quitting 
this obſcurity, as ſoon as I can hear of 
a politer and more: commodious place 
for your reſidence: two thouſand pounds 

will depoſit in truſtees hands for you, 
and the remainder of my ſlender for- 
* tunes, with my beſt ſervices, muſt be de- 
4 Rum — 66 * dicated 
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dicated to my king and country.” — 
Why will my dear parent,“ replied the 
young woman, voluntarily render me 
an orphan again, by purſuing ſuch a 
courſe? I am very ſenſible it is a laud- | 
able, a noble one; but the dangers at- 
- tending it make me tremble for the only 
comfort, ſupport, and direction, left me 
for the conduct of my life: 1 could bear 


to loſe ever y thing, but you : with you 


ſolitude has the charms of company; 


without you, great cities appear deſarts, 


full of ravenous deſigning creatures, 
and I, defenceleſs (good heaven avert 
the omen of my apprehenſion !) may be 

left the prey of the worſt of them. Iam _ 
far from diſſuading you from ſubſcrib- 
ing any ſum towards chaſtiſing our in- 
croaching enemies; but ſurely there can 


be no abſolute neceſſity of hazarding 


ſo valuable a life.] am ſorry,” re- 
turned he, © you ſhould be ſo felf-inter- 


eſted, as to think the life of an indivi- 


dual of any conſequence, when weighed 


againſt the property of millions. Do 
you aromas my dear? I am ſure you 
« muſt; 


"A 
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THE BROTHERS. 5 
„„ muſt; one Sunday evening. that we 
were walking in a field near Blois, a 

3 meagre peaſant, dancing at the head of 
a dozen ſtarved ſhirtleſs children? did 
not this creature, when I aſked what he 
2 « propoſed doing with ſuch a family, re- 
2« ply, with the utmoſt alacrity; O, Sir, 
e they will all be happy in the honour of ſerv- 
ing the grand monarque. And ſhall we, 
who have the moſt gracious ſovereign 
on the throne, and national liberty, un- 
known to the poor vaſſals of deſpotic 
power, be leſs ready to guard ſuch bleſ- 
ſings! forbid it every Britiſh heart! 
We are now engaged in a war with our 
* ambitious neighbours, and I am deter- 
 muved,”” Then ſo am I, Sir, re- 


. plied the young lady, to reſt ſatisfied 

IN- '* 

with any reſolution of yours, tho? not 

without that reluctant ſorrow, which 

e. 0 ing but your commands, and my 
= orateful duty, can in time enable me to 

vi. overcome. Muſt I then at once loſe 


hed [ * your company, and this ſolitude, which 
Do Pour indulgence, the books you pro- 


F * vided, and the uſe you 2. me to 


00 © 
| A — 3 38 make 
t 


6 


make of them, have rendered quite agree- 
able? What is company of many, but 
diſtraction and impertinence ? What 
buſineſs, but the laborious art of doing 
nothing, or worſe than nothing? The 


were the guardian angel, whom I met at 
every turn. But the ſword, which you 


+ the like fentiment and anguiſh as the 


tural as e, 


THE B ROTHE RS. 


world had once but two inhabitants, I 


and they, while innocent, were enough 7 


for each other. Here, like them, we 
wandered in a garden of delight, and you 


have determined to take, drives me, as 
that of fire did them, from the pleaſing 
ſcene; which, methinks, I leave with 
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firſt of my fex did her paradiſe, which 3 
Milton has expreſſed in a Rrain a as Na- d 


O unexpected FIG worſe than of tooth F- | 
Muſt I thus leave thee, Paradiſe? thus leave 4 


Theſe happy walks and ſhades— | | | | 


—Where I had hope to ſpend _ 
Quiet, tho” fad, the reſpit of that day, q 
That muſt be mortal to us both |— _ 3 
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How ſhall I part, and whither wander down 


Into a lower world; to this obſcure | 
And wild !— 7 5 | - 


„ Indeed, Sir, I had pally Gece, wot 


i © flattered myſelf, that by afſiduouſly ad- 
b bering to your gentle admonitions, and 


2 « tranſplanting the diſpoſitions of your 
„ generous heart into my own, to have 


i « become ſucha companion as you ſeemed 


to require; tho' I never expected to 
” « compenſate for the loſs of that revered 
done, whom you continue to lament.” 
2 O! my deareſt child,” cried he, ( in 
* « you is centered all- my earthly -blifs l 

you are the companion I could wiſh— : 


but the exigence of the times requires a 


1 ſeparation z and had I not formed the 
2 <- reſolution have mentioned, I ought not 

<« any longer to deprive your young intel- 
ligent mind of thoſe advantages it would 


e derive from ſuitable ſociety ; yet as the 
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: © unfortunate incidents of my life have ſo 
long eſtranged me from my Engliſh 
friends, and diſqualified me for your in- 
* . I have applied to Mr. Good- 
B 4 « man. 


a 


EGS — — 


8 Tur BROTHERS. 
man to recommend me to ſome genteel 
8 FEARS family, in which I might place 
« you.” It chanced the appearance of a 
frog at that inſtant cauſed Mrs. Orrice to 
break filence, and alarm the gentleman 
and lady; who aroſe haſtily, and retired 
out of fight to a more diſtant part of 
the grove, and Lady Foſter returned to 
her houſe, as much pleaſed, as amazed, at 
the unexpected e, of che two un- 
known. 
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N Lady Foſter's return into her houſe, 
ſhe applied to Mr. Settle, her ſtew- 
ard, for information concerning the per- 
| ſons ſhe had left in the grove. He an- 
ſwered. By your ladyſhip's account, I 
>  _©« oueſs they are the ſtrangers who lodge 
1 « at FarmerRanſon's: all I know of them 
Il. s is, the gentleman, who calls his name 
i Prado, and his daughter, came into this 
es village a year ſince; and, enquiring for- 
| 11 s a convenient lodging, were recommend- I 
Wl ed to Ranſon's; where they fitted up 
«K two 3 
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« two chambers and a parlour, engaging 
one of his daughters as a ſervant during 
3 © their ſtay. People form various con- 
2 « jeftures concerning the gentleman ; but 
g as they live very retired, and converſe 


C 


Ff 2? * with no- body but the good old vicar, I 


* 


o 3 believe no perſon hereabouts, beſides 

3 I him, knows who or what he is. At his 

3 « firſt arrival he was ſuſpected to be a 

5 “ ſmuggler, as he landed at Lewes, and 
ſeemed unſettled;. but, if he is, he would 
doubtleſs be followed by a gang; and I 
“ cannot hear of any viſitors he has had- 
« Ranſon's: people give him a good cha- 

5 racter for ſobriety and affability; and 

# Mr. Goodman does not ſcruple to hint, 

* that he is a man of condition, reduced 

A by ſome uneaſineſs of mind to this re- 

| « 'claf lit”? 

; Lady Foſter, ending the could gaim no 

further intelligence from him, was going 


to diſpatch a ſervant for Mr. Goodman, 

when the old gentleman made his appear- 

ance; to him ſhe related what ſhe had 
heard and ſeen in the grove. Mr: Prado 


* and his amiable daughter. were certainly 
5 B Ly 19 the 
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the perſons your ladyſhip ſaw,” return- 


ed he. © I am inclined to think he has 
been unfortunate, though he has not ac- 
quainted me with the particular circum- 
« ſtances of his life; but in general terms 
„ has expreſſed as much: and from his 
proficiency in literature, and ſkill in the 
polite arts and ſciences, I am certain he 
has had a liberal education ; and by the 
converſation he has e me with, 
and the whole tenor of his conduct ſince 
he came here, I can venture to pro- 
nounce him a man of merit. Yeſterday 
he was rather freer than uſual in divulg- 
ing his ſentiments, with regard to his 
"I 


own affairs; the ſtate of which he was 


going to impart, when I was called 


> 


from him to attend a ſick pariſhioner. 


He began with lamenting that his 
daughter, in her preſent ſituation, had 


no opportunity of forming an acquain- 


tance with perſons of good ſenſe and 
«© breeding of her own ſex, and requeſted 
me to recommend him to ſome family 
of character, where he might board her; 


but, from Srowing age and infirmities, 


« I have 
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Tur BROTHERS. II 
I have contracted my acquaintance in- 
to ſo narrow a circle, that I am incap- 
able of ſerving him. However, I told 
him your lady ſhiꝑ was ſoon expected, 
and I would mention the affair to you; 
* who might poſſibly be able to inform 
him of a ſuitable place for her reſidences 
1 muſt own, I wiſh the young creature 
removed, leſt the penſiveneſs of her dife 
_ poſition ſhould degenerate into an habi- 
tual melancholy, for want of ſuch re- 
laxations as ſocial converſe affards. She 
| ſeems qualified to make a figure in the 
great world, an amiable companion in 
private life, and is, in all reſpects, the 
moſt accompliſhed young woman FR ever 
converſed with.“ | 
This account of the: ſtrangers, PER fo 

judicious a perſon, affected the humane 


heart of the enquirer; who was as vigilant 


"bn tracing the diſtreſſes of her fellow-crea» 


tures, in order to adminiſter to their re- 


lief, as ſome fine ladies, from a leſs bene» 
volent motive. And if her whole /ex would 
_ employ that portion of curiefty allotted 

them to ſo laudable an end, it-would cerg 
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07 ceaſe to be deemed a foible, and to 
excite the ridicule of the other. At the vi- 


car's departure, the good lady pondered 


upon the ſubject of their converſation; 
and next morning ſent a card to acquaint 
the ſtrangers with her intention of attend- 
Ing them in the afternoon, if it was agree - 
able to them to receive her. The gentle- 
man and his daughter, who were well in- 
formed from Mr. Goodman of the lady's 
character, returned ſuitable compliments, 
and that they ſhould eſteem her viſit as an 
_ © honour, — Accordingly, at the time ap- 
pointed, Lady Foſter waited en the ſtran- 


gers, and was conducted into a neat par- 
Jour, in which ſhe obſerved, ranged on 


ſhelves, a good collection of the works of 
the moſt} ingenious authors, in ſeveral lan- 


guages, a pair of globes, and a teleſcope ; 


within a bow-window, obſcured by jeſſa- 


mine and ſweet-briar, an harpſicord; at a 


little diſtance hung a violincello, and a 
ſmall tent, containing a piece of work which 
happened to be the preſent employ of the 


young lady, when her father preſented his 
Bueſt to her: ſhe received the lady with an 
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eaſy reſpect, as if accuſtomed to ſuch com- 
pany, and expreſſed her ſenſibility of the 
honour done her, in the politeſt terms. 


The firſt hour being paſſed in general 


topics of converſation, her ladyſhip en- 
gaged the gentleman in a more particular 


one, by ſaying, © You will pardon me, 
Sir, that I can no longer avoid expreſſ- 


ing ſurprize, that two perſons, whoſe 


«« diſcourſe and deportment convince me 


they have been uſed to ſuperior ſociety 
than what this obſcure retreat affords, 


cc 


«* ſhould ſeclude themſelves from the con- 


verſible world eſpecially. ſo SF in 


« life as this lady appears to be.“ 


„ Your ladyſhip's favourable opinion 


does us great honour and! muſt own 


« your conjectures are right, as to our 
former ſociety : particular reaſons in- 


duced me to paſs ſome time here; but 
* why ſhould I conceal them? In ſhort, 


madam, the ill treatment I formerly ex- 
perienced from ſome perſons in this na- 
tion had rendered me unwilling to aſſo- 


.< cate; though I aſſure you I am not a 


ee “ miſan- 


« 


cc 
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miſanthrope, or a man of ſpleen or 
vapours.” 


I hope not, dy what I can ga- 


te 


(c 


ther from your converſation, which 1 
overheard yeſterday in the grove, and 


Mr. Goodman's repreſentation of you, I = 
have no ſuſpicion that you are. But as 


neither the one nor the other could afford 


me any ſatis factory reaſon for your fix- 
ing in this place, if hat which induced 
you to it may be divulged, without pre- 
judice to yourſelf, I ſhould eſteem it as 


a favour to be acquainted with it: at the 


ſame time J muſt aſſure you, Sir, this 
requeſt does not proceed from mere fe- 
male curioſity, but from an earneſt de- 
fire and intention to ſerve. you, if it 


ſhould be in my power.“ 


„The motive that induces your lady- 


ſhip to honour me with this requeſt, de- 
mands an ingenuous reply. I will there- 
fore very readily relate the incidents of 
my life, if you will favour me with your 


attention.“ 
Vou could not oblige n me more, Sir; 


for, from what I have ſeen of this ami- 
2 able 


— 
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" "9 able young creature,” turning to his 
daughter, I find myſelf intereſted in 
every event relative to her. 


CHAP. 1. 


7 Muſt begin with informing g your lady- N 
1 ſhip, that my real name is Oſmond; 
that of Prado J have uſed, for reaſons you 
will perceive in the courſe of my narra- 
tion. I might boaſt as high a deſcent as 
moſt commoners in this iſland, My fa- 
ther, Sir Henry Oſmond, was the fourth 
baronet in our family, and enjoyed an 
eſtate of five thouſand pounds a year. 
Myſelf and a daughter were born of his 
firſt wife, Lady Catherine H. an indigent 
_ © womanof quality, who was prevailed with 
to accept him without any previous ſet» 
tlement, and to rely upon his honour and 


affection for a proviſion adequate to her 


rank, in caſe ſne outlived him. During 

her life, I experienced the greateſt indul- 
gence from both parents; and my father 
beſtowed an education upon me ſuitable 
for his heir. After paſſing ſome time at 


one of our own univerſities, I was, by his 
. bounty, 
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© bounty, impowered to make what: is 
called the grand tour, properly attended; 


and to obtain every acquiſition my ca- 
pacity would admit of. Seven years I 
paſſed abroad; and ſhould have ftaid 
longer, if my mother, apprehenſive of 


her approaching diſſolution, and defirous 
of ſeeing me, had not recalled me: but, 


though I obeyed her ſummons with the 
utmoſt celerity, I was not ſo happy as to 
receive her laſt bleſſing, ſhe being releaſed 
from all ſublunary connections the even- 
ing before I reached Oſmond Place. My 
ſiſter, who had been married ſome years, 


a 


© contrary to my father's approbation, to 
an Italian envoy, whoſe death had been 


6 


ſiggified to the family, was ſent for at . 


« this juncture. As ſhe neither arrived, nor 


c anſwered the letter, by the time we ex- 
© pected to hear of or. ſee her, I was very 
* apprehenſive ſhe-had entered a convent; 
being fatally convinced the had embraced 
the religion of the country; and did not 


doubt, as her huſband had left her great 
£ wealth, but every artifice would be uſed 


eto induce her to take that eſs > : had a 
great 
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great affection for her; but, we being 


very little converſant with each other, I 
had not ſuch an influence over her incli- 
nations, as might have been expected 
from our conſanguinity ; and, in the vi- 
fits I made her, found her ſo bigotted o 
her new religion, that every argument 
uſed to convince her of her error, tended 
to leſſen me in her eſteem, and at laſt 
brought her to declare, that whilſt I eon- 
tinued in a ſtate of perdition, as ſhe 
Phraſed it, and ſought to recall her to her 
former errors, ſhe thought it her duty to 
deſire we might be ſtrangers. I own I 
was provoked into an unjuſtifiable 
warmth, and parted with her in a man- 
ner that has given me the utmoſt unea- 
ſineſs. My father, who had, I believe, his 
religion to chuſe, was leſs affected than 1 


was upon the occaſion; and the only con- 
cern he expreſſed was, leſt my conjecture 


of her beſtowing her fortune on a con- 
vent ſhould prove true. He therefore 
deſired I would write to an acquaintance 
of mine at Florence, to endeavour to 
trace her out; and, when found, to aſſure 


« her, 
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her, if ſhe would return to England, he 


© would be no obſtacle to the free ufe of 


her religion ; but, if ſhe would-refide 


with bim, ſhe might have what confeſſor 
ſhe pleaſed to bring, and be received in 
the ſame affectionate manner as if ſhe had 
never diſobliged him. I wrote according 
| © to his requeſt, and in due time received an 
anſwer from my correſpondent; the pur- 
port of which was, that my ſiſter had ſome 
months ſince married an Engliſh gentle - 
* man of condition, of her own religion, 
whoſe name he could not. learn, nor any 


more concerning her; but that ſhe had _ 
left Florence before this event, and was 


© gone to ſome other part of Europe. This = 


unſatisfactory account gave concern to us 
both; and 1 have not, from that time, 
been able to gain any intelligence of her. 
I remained with my father, and uſed 
every method to mitigate his grief; 
-which, at theexpiration of a year, ſeemed 


to have left no traces in his mind. Dur- 


ing this ſpace, I formed an acquaintance 


— 


0 


with the daughter of Mr. Lorton, a gen- 


« tleman of great deſert and a plentiful 


Au- 
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income; but, for default of male heirs, 
his eſtate was to deſcend to another 
branch of his family, and his daughter to 
have no more fortune than what his 
cconomy could produce. Having fre- 
quent opportunities, from the vicinity of 
cour families, of converſing with the lady, 
l diſcerned ſuch amiable qualifications in 
her mind and perſon, as captivated my 
heart, and induced me to ſolicit. hers. 
« She-received my addreſſes with a polite 
s complacency ; but reminded me of my 
Hh dependance on a parent, whoſe approba- 
tion it was no leſs my duty than intereſt 
to ſecure, before I engaged in ſo impor- 
5s. tant-an affair. I replied, as my father 
had never rejected any requeſt of mine; 
and was turned of ſeventy, it was not to 
be queſtioned but he would be pleaſed to 
ſee me ſettled according to my wiſhes; 
and concluding, lover-like, every one 
ſaw with my eyes, uſed many arguments 
to obtain her promiſe to be mine, leſt any 
rival ſhould intervene. She anſwered, 
Was my fortune equivalent to your ex- 
* pectations, Sir, I ſhould not heſitate one 
moment 
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* moment as to the part I ſhould take; 


but that will be much too ſcanty for our 

4 ſfſupport, if you, by ſuch a ſtep, forſert 

4̃ the favour of Sir Henry, who might pro- 
„ bably impute my compliance to merce- 

„ nary motives, and be inclined to puniſh 
« ſuch, as they would indeed deſerve, by 
« withdrawing the genteel ſubſiſtence he 

„ no affords you; but, to prove I am 


e truly ſenſible of the generoſity of your 


norance of your merit, I ſhould meet 
with any obſtacles to our union at pre- 


ſent, you will not attend to any other 


< propoſition for one year; and at the end 


N 


of that, if your alarming conjectures 
prove facts, in compliance with your 


„ 


N 


offer, I will readily engage never to give 
my hand to any other.” * You are by 
much too generous,” anſwered I, and 
] muſt be unworthy your regard, if 1 
© agreed to ſuch conditions. All I pre- 
ſume to deſire is, if, from my father's ig- 
« 
8 


opinion, I will. not aſk your hand till 1 
am at liberty to follow the dictates of 
my heart, without incurring the cenſure _ 
of diſobedience. She agreed to theſe 

terms, 
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terms, and we ſeparated. Quite happy in 
Carrying the point thus fur, I returned 


home, and imparted the ſentiments of my 


enamoured heart to my father; who re- 
ceived them with a countenance, that de- 
25 noted the lady's conjectures were not 
< groundleſs. All the interruption he gave 
to my diſcourſe on her accompliſhments 
was, now and then—* Pſhaw! women 
<« are the devil!” At laſt, daſhing his pipe 
with vio lence into the fire, hitching fur- 
© ther into his eaſy chair, his hands graſp- 
ing each fide, he cried, © Are you 
« bewitched, Harry? are you in ſuch a 


« hurry to ſeek incumbrances, before you 


« have turned yourſelf about in the world? 
aa it is time enough for you to think of a 
« wife and brats ten years hence. I was 


« more than forty when I ran my neck into 


« the nooſe, and yet I find I was too haſty, ; 
„ fince you want to bring a freſh cargo 
“of impertinence to elbow me out of the 
„ world, before I have done with it. But 
« if the fooliſh fit is upon you, and you 
% muſt ſwallow the pill, why do you not 
6 look out "For a partner that can gild it? 
«c Phoebe 
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0 Phoebe Lorton may be honeſt, as wo- 


„ men go; but as for her merit and love, 


„ 


and all that fiddle faddle, where is the 


e proof of it, when a girl of her trifling 
„ fortune ſeeks to aggrandize her family 
by matching to a title? I begged 
leave to remonſtrate to him, that the 


< ſlenderneſs of her fortune muſt be im- 
© puted to her anceſtors entailing an eſtate 
© that ſhe had a natural right to, if the law 


© had not cut it off; and her birth might 


have claimed an higher alliance.“ Very 


« well!” crieq he, your anceſtors were 
4 kinder, remember that : my eſtate is at 


% my own diſpoſal ; and! tell you, if you 


4 continue to converſe with the Hyæna, 


not an acre of mine ſhall you inherit : IL 


„ may find an heir that will not degrade. 
. my family.” * Your ladyſhip may ima- 


« one I pleaded hard in vindication of the 
© cauſe my heart was ſo deeply intereſted: 
in; but all arguments were ineffectual 
<- with ſo partial a judge; and I was con- 


« demned to quit the acquaintance of the 
_ ©: moſt deſerving of her ſex, or incur the 


86 1 on His diſpleaſure, and the loſs of 


2 | ny + 


E 


« informed her, by letter, with what had 


F paſſed, and received a reply that cloſely 


cemented my affection, as it proved an 


8 
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a revenue requiſite for our ſupport. T 


5 [4 


bY 


5 


5 up on her by my father, ſhe expreſſed re- 


uncommon and diſintereſted elevation of 


mind. Far from reſenting the flight put 
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« gard for his caſe in the ſtrongeſt terms; 
and enjoined me, by the affection I had 


bn 


profeſſed for her, to give him no cauſe 


of complaint upon her account; aſſuring 


me, though ſhe was firmly reſolved ne- 


ver to be mine, whilſt he remained averfe 
to the match, ſhe was as determined ne- 
ver to be another Ss; and deſired me to 
"© mt ſatisfied with this promiſe, and not 
attempt ſeeing her without his permiſ- 


ſion. Her example, I may ſay her com- 
mands, had greater weight with me than, 
I doubt, filial duty would otherwiſe have 
had, as I was convinced ſhe ſhared the 
inquietude I ſuffered by this prohibition. 
Jo ſoften the aſperity of abſence from 
the ſole miſtreſs of my affections, I had 
recourſe to rural amuſements ; but, as 


s all ier but hers was diſtaſteful 


- bo 
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* me, and, ina peculiar manner, that 


© of the neighbouring fox-hunters, for 


© whoſe converſation my education had 


+ diſqualified me, I uſually traverſed the = 


| © fields with my gun, accompanied by 
none but my faithful dog, or paſſed the 


© tedious hours in angling in a retired 


_ © ſpot, as far removed from the manſion- g 
* houſe, as my feet could carry me. Re- 
turning one evening extremely weary 
from ſuch an excurſion, I found our 
© houſhold ſo jovial, that I demanded of 


my ſervant the occaſion of this feſtivity. 
© He anſwered, * Sir Henry will inform 
your honour, when you ſee him and his 
lady in the tapeſtry parlour.” © Unable 
« to deduce any thing from ſo odd a reply, 
I proceeded haſtily to the room he men- 
+ tioned, and, opening the door, found 
my father accompanied by his ſteward's 
daughter, whom, being dreſſed above 
her uſual faſhion, I did not recognize; 

till my father, ſtarting up from his great 
chair, and taking her by the hand, cried, 
„Odd ſo! here is Harry come to pay his 
duty to you, my dear.“ Unwilling to 
com- 


Las 


— we * FR "Us O 2 N 
5 CRETE = 0h ICIS CC Rr Ow 1 7 


Tur BROTHERS. 25 


N comprehend his meaning at once, 1 beg · 

< ged him to explain it.— Why, Harry, 
you ſeem amazed! here are no ſtran- 
gers; you have known Joyce from her 


«* infancy, and I hope you think I have 


lived long enough in the world to chuſe 
« a companion; ſhe is a good-natured 


“e girl, that will do as ſhe is bid; and, 


ſince I have made her my wife, I expect 
you ſhould reſpect her as ſuch, or it 


< ſhall be worſe for you.” This ungene- 
© rous menace, added to the aſtoniſhing 


+ intelligence I had received, put me into 
too much confuſion to reply in terms 


becoming a ſon to a parent: and, with- 
© out uttering a ſyllable, I retired to my 


© own apartment; where I paſſed a ſleep- 


« leſs night. Reflections on the deſert of 
my late dear mother rendered the pre- 


| © ſence of her unworthy ſucceſſor inſup- 


portable to me, who was, though ex- 
* tremely illiterate, endowed with a large 


portion of mean cunning z from which 


© I hadevery thing to apprehend, and not 
© without reaſon, as the event ſhewed : for 


by her low arts, and well-timed inſinua- 
Vol. I, .C _ © tions, 
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tions, ſhe fobn gained ſuch an aſcen- 
dancy over my father, that, in a few 
© months, I found his affections entirely I 
© alienated from me; and that, if I con- 
ttinued at Oſmond Place, I muſt be ſub- | 
© ject to ſuch ſeverities as ill ſuited my 
birth and education. For ſeven months 
© I was treated by her rather as an in- 
* truder in the family, than as a child, 
who had a right to ſhare in my father's 
© poſſeſſions; at the expiration of which 
© time, ſhe was delivered of a ſon, whoſe | 
* early and unexpected appearance was 
« imputed to a fright, However his pre- 
mature birth was no impediment to his 
© health, and he became the darling of my 
father. This happened in the year fifteen, 
* ſoon after the rebellion-in Scotland broke 
out, and I thought this a proper juncture 
© to ſolicit my father, by purchaſe or in- 
_ © tereſt, to procure me a commiſſion in 


one of the regiments raiſed on that oc- 
© caſion : he ſeemed not to diſapprove the 
«© propoſition, but refuſed to advance any 


money, more than my cuſtomary ſtipend. 
This rejection did not deter me from 
pro- 
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< proſecuting my ſcheme, and I ſerved as 


© a volunteer till the ſuppreſſion of the re- 
© bellion. I was then recalled by a letter 
from a tenant ; who ſuppoſing me the 


* heir, and hearing no mention made of 


me in the family, informed me, that my 


father, without any previous illneſs, was 


found dead in his bed, the morning in 
© which his letter was dated. This intel- 
© ligence ſhocked me beyond expreſſion, 
and filled my head with wncharitable 
© conjectures; I muſt own they were /o, 


© as I was afterwards convinced from the 


+ atteſtation of ſeveral phyſicians, who in- 


© ſpeted the body, and whoſe judgment 


and veracity were indiſputable. This 
© epiſtle met me at Berwick, from whence 


© I immediately ſet out for Devonſhire. 
When I reached Oſmond Place, I found 
the family in great confuſion, and ap- 

© parently ſurpriſed at my return; and I 
* could ſcarce obtain an anſwer to any of 


25D © the queſtions I put to the ſervants, who 


© had all (except one young man, whoſe 
name was Armſtrong, and who aſſiſted 


© the ſteward as a HE) been introduced 


— — 
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by my cher in from the time me 1 
became ſo, on the diſmiſſion of thoſe 


who had ſerved Lady Catherine. To Mr. 


Armſtrong, who had always expreſſed 


great reverence for his former lady, I ap- 
_ © plied for information concerning my fa- 
ther; aſked when he laſt ſaw my father? 
how he looked? —why I was not in- 
< ſtantaneouſly ſent for? Before he could 
© anſwer, he was ſummoned by his lady 
© to attend her. I ordered the ſervant, 
« who. brought the meſſage, to tell my 
mother, he ſhould wait upon her pre- 
« ſently : ſhe returned inſtantly, with her 
* lady's compliments, © and if it was agree- 
L able to me to continue in her houſe till 
] could fix elſewhere, I was welcome; 
but I muſt not pretend to command her 
4 ſeryants, or interfere in the Place, which 
good Sir Henry had kindly made her 


. « miſtreſs of.” Aſtoniſhed at this meſ- 


« ſage, I deſired to be introduced to her. 


But © ſhe begged to be excuſed from 


holding any converſation that day, as it 

muſt neceſſarily add to her preſent grief; 

6c du, if I pleaſed, her lawyer ſhould 
| < ſhew 
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te ſhew me my father's laſt will; which, - 


according to his written order on the 
* outſide, was opened : as ſoon as his death 
„was known, and proved next day.” 


© This haſty proceeding alarmed me, and 
* I demanded the parchment; upon which 


© her lawyer, who, notwithſtanding the 
© impetuoſity of her grief, was admitted 
© to her preſence, came and read the will; 
and though I had ſummoned all my re- 
© ſolution to ſupport a diſappointment, 
that which I received from the diſpoſi- 
tion of my father's fortune threw me into 
a ſwoon; from which being recovered 
by proper remedies, I deſired the will 


might be delivered into my hands for 


© my own -perufal ; imagining my ears 
© were deceived : but that favour was de- 
' © nied; and the lawyer, keeping it in his 
© hand, permitted me to run it over, and 
© find, with cruel certainty, all I had heard 


© was fact: that my infant brother was 
made heir to all my father's real eſtate— 


© his mother, appointed his ſole guar- 


& dian, and executrix to this will, with a 
N of two thouſand pounds a year. 
C 3 To 
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„To me were bequeathed five thouſand 
pounds only; and thoſe to be paid wich- 
in a month. All the philoſophy I was 
© maſter of was not ſufficient to deter me 


diſquiet, without affecting her, I ſoon re- 


attended the remains of my parent to the 


© ſolemn ceremony was performed, J ſet 
out for town, without ſeeing the widow, 
attended only by my own ſervant. My 


. % S328 2 


him the ſituation of my affairs, though 1 
© had little acquaintance with him z my 


noble family, as if he had, conferred, ra- 
© ther chan received, honour by their alli- 


* at 


from uttering frantic invectives againſt 
* the artifice of my mother-in-law : but 
\ © theſe extaſies of paſſion tending to my 


* ſtrained them; and, ſecreting my chagrin, 


family vault, with the ſame reſpect as if 
| © he had made a more impartial diſtribu- 
tion of his fortune. But, as ſoon as the 


* deſign was to wait on the earl of H——, 
my mother's brother, and to impart to 


father having, from a miſtaken notion of 
* the prevalence of wealth above rank of 
birth, behaved in ſuch a manner to the 
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* at this contemptuous treatment, as to re- 


© nounce all acquaintance with him for 


bs 0 many years. However, I fondly thought, 
5 now he was no more, I might meet with a 


good reception from my mother's only 


© brother; and, perhaps, be put into a 

method of improving my ſmall fortune, 

without derogating from my rank. With 
_ © this view, I waited on the earl the morn- 


ing after my arrival; and had the ſatisfac- 


tion to perceive, by his apparel, he paid a 
ceremonious deference to my father's me- 


mory. He received me with complai- 
« ſance, bowed low, and liſtened attentive- 


I Iy to my ſtory. But no ſooner did I re- 


* queſt his intereſt to procure me ſome 
appointment ſuited to my name, and the 


g honour of my relation to him, than he 


© anſwered, with a conſtrained counte- 
© nance, that he was ſorry for my diſ- 

c appointment; and that it was not in his 
& power to ſerve me, being deeply .» + LON 
“ oaged by prior promiſes; however, if I 
et would dine with him, he would be glad 


__* of my company at four; but was oli” | 
6 * to attend the levee that morning.“ 


3 2 
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As he was going, he very obligingly ſaid, 


That he wiſhed Lady Catherine had not 
« degraded their family, by ſo unequal a 
match: that he had often prognoſti- 
* cated the conſequences, and was con- 
* cerned to find his prophecies verified,” 


© Your ladyſhip may imagine how grating 
ſuch diſcourſe was to my ears. Indeed, 
the cool behaviour of this peer, and the 
* haughty reflections caſt upon our family, 


© too much diſguſted me to accept of his 
invitation to dinner; and withdrawing, 


in a manner barely civil, I retired to my 
* lodgings; where I remained till I receiv- 


ed my money; which I turned into bills, 
and diſcharged my ſervant ; having 
formed a ſcheme of going into France, 


and not chuſing to be known for whom I 
was. Accordingly, I mounted my horſe, 
in order to take the pacquet at Dover; to 


© which place I had ſent my baggage by 
_ © carriages. In this journey my thoughts 


< were employed, as they were in all my 
© troubles, on the dear creature, whole pre- 


_ «ſence could have ſoothed every ill, but 
that I now ſuſtained; which rendered 


me 


ws 
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© me too indigent to ſupport her according 
to her deſert, in the ſtate I had ſolicited. 


| © her to enter into. Muſing on her, and 


* abſorbed in diſagreeable retroſpections, 1 

rode regardleſs of my path; when my 
© horſe, ſtumbling over the ſtump of a tree, 
© near a ſmall village, threw me. How 


* long Lay, I cannot ſay; for, pitching up- = 


on my head, my ſenſes left me; and, at 
their return, I was ſurprized to find my- 

« ſelf in a ſtrange bed, in a little neat apart- 
ment, with a ſpruce woman, who ap- 


| © peared about forty, fitting by me. Of 


| © her I demanded where I was? She an- 
| © ſwered, © With a friend, I aſſure you, 
Sir, though you have forgot me; the re- 
« ſemblance of my ever-honoured Lady 
Catherine is too deeply imprinted in your 
&« countenance, not to know you for hen 
“ ſon, if I had never ſeen you ſince you uſed 
c to. waddle after me in the ſtore-room in 
your tiſſue veſt, with your little hands held 
_ «. up, begging ſweetmeats.“ More amazed 
| « at this reply, I aſked, it the, ever lived in 
& Devonſhire! 2 « Yes, Sir, I was houſe-keep- 
Ser to ny good Lady Catherine. LGB 
Cs eight 
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te eight years; when I married Mr, Agnis, 


who had a place in the cuſtom-houſe at 
0 Plymouth; from whence he was remov- 
ed to Lewes; and, dying ſoon after, left 


me in circumſtauces to keep houſe, with 
& a ſervant; and as I was fond of Kent, 


my native county, at his death I retired 
to this ſpot.” I then aſked her, how I 
© came there? She replied, Some tra- 
« yellers, paſſing this road, found you 


* ſenſeleſs; mine being the neareſt houſe, 


cc they brought you in, when I immediate- 

ly recollected your face; for J had the 
- © pleaſure to ſee you at Mr, Lorton's, 
about this time twelvemonth; though 
« I did not preſume to make myſelf known 

46 to you.“ At the mention of that name, 


* I was inquiſitive to know how her ac- 


, * quaintance came with that family? She 
© replied, I may ſay, Sir, it commenced 
with my birth; for, low as my ſtation 
„ has been ſince, I derived That from a 
« gentleman, uncle to Mr. Lorton ; who, 


being a younger ſon, was engaged in the 


| *: os 9 and died in his vocations _ 
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fortune to ſupport me without entering 
< into ſervice.” Finding my kind hoſteſs 


+: intelligent, I revealed to her the occa- : 
© fion of my leaving our family manſion ſo 


* abruptly. She aſked, whither I was go- 


ing? and apologizing for her inquiſitive- 


* neſs, on my anſwering to France, deſired 
* to know, what I propoſed doing there ? 
I ſaid, I knew not; but, being deſperate, 
was careleſs what became of me. She, 


© by a very rational ſpeech, convinced me 
© of the folly of mine, and the abſurdity of 


my deſign ; Inviting me to ſtay a few 


days with her; in which time, ſhe hoped, 


* I would reflect on ſuch a Quixotic ſcheme, 


© as going into a foreign country, without 


money or friends to ſupport me. This 


hint reminded me of my bills, which, in 
© the agitation of my mind, I had forgot- 
©ten;. and, mentioning them to her, ſhe 


ſearched in my waiſtcoat pocket for the 


© caſe that contained them; and, finding 


© them ſafe, reminded me of the acknow- 
© legements due to Providence for preſerv- 


ing ſuch a proviſion for me, after an ac- 


cident, which I had great reaſon to appre- 
C 6 * bend 
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hend would have deprived me of it. Then 
« ſaying, a longer converſation at this time 


vould be prejudicial to my health, after 


© adminiſtring a cordial, ſhe left me to my 


© repoſe : and ſleep had fo long been a 
© ſtranger, that it ſoon returned to my re- 


© lief, and buried my ſenſe and my for- 


« rows in a — e 


N the morning, Mes, Agnis approach- ; 
*I edmy bedſide, with a ſurgeon ; who 
* bled me: but finding, in a few hours af- 


© ter, no other inconvenience from- my late 


L accident, than a ſoreneſs occaſioned by the 
© bruiſes I received, I aroſe, and Mrs. Ag- 


85 nis renewed her intreaties againſt my de- 
« parture, till I was perfectly recovered; 
* declaring ſhe would willingly contribute, 


« by any means in her power, to compoſe. 


© the anguiſh of my mind. This requeſt 
«. was enforced with ſo obliging an earneſt- 
© neſs, that I could not but acquieſce in it, 
© and acquainted her with the deareſt ſecret 
« > of my * confeſling, though an in- 

5 5 terview 
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© terview with Miſs Lorton would yield 
me extreme ſatisfaction, yet, circum- 
ſtanced as my affairs were, 1 thought 1 


* ought not to ſeek it, leſt it ſhould in- 


« yolve her in my perplexities. She hu- 
* manely attended to my plaintive diſ- 


YR © courſe; and ſaid, Indeed, Sir Henry, 


e ſincerely commiſerate the conflict your 

* oenerous mind has to ftruggle with; 
* and ſhould rejoice in an opportunity of 
* ſhewing my gratitude for favours con- 
“ ferred upon me by your family. Will 
you permit me, Sir, to make a propoſal 
to you?“ I anſwered, ſhe would oblige 
© me by it. I think, Sir,” continued the 
good woman, “ as ſo ſtrong and mutual 
* an affection ſubſiſts between you and Miſs 
% Lorton, if you were to apply to her fa- 
<« ther, he would not object to your union ; 
« and your preſent fortune, with the aſſiſt- 


* ance he can very well afford during his 


« life, would be ſufficient to ſupport you 
« under his roof; where, I dare believe, 
he would gladly receive you.“ I ob- 

* jected to this; not, I aſſure your lady- 


q chip, from motives of pride; but becauſe 
C. < th 
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the propoſed ſituation in that family 


_ © would not only expoſe me to more com- 


© pany than ſuited with my preſent incli- 


nations, but to the continual mortifica- 
(tion of beholding my paternal manſion, 


© alas, no longer mine! no longer here a 


© burſt of paſſion ſtopped the paſſage of 
c words, when ſhe refumed—* Well, Sir; 
I cannot wonder at your objeftions 8 
4% this expedient; but I have now thought 
of another: there happens to be vacant, 


e in a retired part of this neighbourhood, 


sa ſmall genteel ready-furniſhed apart- 
« ment, detached. from a farm-houſe ; 
c where, I think, you might paſs your days 

4 for ſome time, without much diſſatisfac- 
e tion; and, as I am accuſtomed to do- 


cc. meſtic affairs, I would hire it, and board 
« you and your lady ; who may there re- 
pl as private as you pleaſe ; and as 

your rank and name are ſecrets to every 


* one but myfelf, and will continue to be 
. ſo for ever, if you deſire it, you will be 


e in no danger of a diſcovery, until ſome 
“ favourable change in your circumſtances 
© may lead you to make it,” To this pro- 


« poſition 
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poſition my heart waited not my direc- 
tion, and could not help ſaying, Dear 
Mrs. Agnis, what a pleaſing ſcheme has 
your good-nature propoſed to me! but 
& am not what I was: and though I have 


„ no reaſon to miſtruſt the concurrence of 


the moſt benevolent diſpoſition that ever 


woman poſſeſſed, I cannot, ſure I ought . 


ce not, make ſuch an overture to my dear 
« Phoebe.” She looked a little diſcon- 
«© certed z and, after a minute's pauſe, ſaid, 
„ ] wiſh, Sir, you would reflect upon what 
« ] have mentioned, and excuſe my ab- 
c ſence for two days, as I have an engage- 
& ment in London; but, if I have not a 
_ « poſitive aſſurance of finding you here at 
my return, I will poſtpone it.“ Upon 
« this, I gave my word to wait her return. 
And ſhe introduced me to the rector of 
© the pariſh, as a gentleman to whom ſhe 
© had great obligations; requeſting him to 
£ accompany me, during her abſence, This 
© worthy divine was a man of ſolid ſenſe, 
© and endowed with every qualification re- 
< quiſite to form the gentleman and the 
— * ſcholar; 3 Whoſe judicious converſation 


6 loothed 


4 Tur BROTHERS: 


_ © ſoothed my anxiety, and gained my ef. 


© teem. On the third day after Mrs. Ag- 


© nis's departure, he was with me, when we 
heard the ſound of wheels; from which! 
© conjectured ſhe was returned, and ran to 
Wa - gate, with impatience, to meet her ; "iy 
when I was agreeably ſurprized with the 
unexpected appearance of her amiable 
© couſin. As ſoon as tears, proceeding 
from a mixture of ſorrow and joy, were 
< a little ſuſpended, I aſked my dear Phoe- 
be, if I was not indebted to her good 
* couſin's ſolicitations for the fayour of 
© this interview? She replied, ©* The re- 


c preſentation Mrs. Agnis made of your 


« deſpair and grief, I will own, induced 


c me, with my father's permiſſion, to ac- 


« company her, in. hopes of diſſuading 
« you from the deſperate reſolution. you 


e have formed. I ſincerely ſympathize in 


« your affliction; though the-conſciouſneſs 


4 of your being no-way acceſſory, by miſ- 
* conduct, to your misfortunes, affords 
& me, and I hope will you, ſome allevia- 


* tion. Conſider, Sir, notwithſtanding 


the unjuſt deprivations you have ſuſ- 
Stained, 
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* tained, you are more to be envied than 
< thoſe who occaſioned them; ſince they 


© have left you with a treaſure wealth 


cannot purchaſe, in a conſcience void 
of offence, and given you an opportu- 
e nity of exerting thoſe meritorious vir- 
* tues, which lie dormant in proſperity.” 
Four obliging remonſtrances,” anſwered 
I, © moft powerfully inforce thoſe I have 
received from this gentleman,” turning 
to the clergyman, and I will endea- 
© your to make a proper uſe of them. I 
* muſt own, the ſevereſt ſting of my re- 
* yerſed fortune ariſes from the reflection, 
« that the change has rendered me below 
« your acceptance.” She, with a look and 


© voice which gave the beauty of truth to 


8 dre lines, en e ' 


Thy riſe of tene d I only wed, 


From its decline determin'd to recede '# 


Did I but purpoſe to embark with thee 
On the ſmooth ſurface of a ſummer's ſea, _ 
While gentle Zephyrs play in proſp'rous gales, 
And Fortune's favours fill the ſwelling ſails; 
But would forſake the ſhip, and make the ſhore, 


* When the winds whiſtle, and the tempeſts roar? 
| | | No, 
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No, Henry, no; one ſacred oath has ty'd 
Our loves; one deſtiny our life ſhall guide, 


© It is impoſſible to deſcribe the joy this 


tender declaration transfuſed through 


* my ſoul: my anſwer breathed incohe- 
rent rapture. The good clergyman, who 
"2 had kindly given me his company, and 
«* ſupported my ſpirits, in the abſence 
| © of theſe friends, now bid us farewel; 
and, at his departure, Mrs. Agnis men- 
© tioned the propoſal ſhe had made to me, 
of which I waited her couſin's ſentiments, 
before I revealed mine. After a ſhort 
* pauſe, ſhe gave hers in the following 
terms. © I am much obliged to you, 
e my dear friend, for intereſting yourſelf 
e in the mutual happineſs of this gentle- 
ee man and me; and ſince I am convinced 
his ſilence proceeds from motives of ge- 
« neroſity, which deter him from giving 
© his ſenſe of the propoſal, leſt my aſſent 
* ſhould be rather owing to a prepoſſeſ- 
« ſion in favour of his judgment or affec- 
tion, than my own, I readily declare, if 
it meets with my father's approbation, 


I ſhall 
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1 ſhall eſteem myſelf as fortunate to be 
| cc his wife in this obſcure retreat, as if he 

„ could make me partaker of the ſplen- . 
dor and affluence he ought to have in- 
herited. I cannot recollect the words 

ein which 1 expreſſed my admiration of 

b this freſh inſtance. of diſintereſted love; 


and your ladyſhip muſt be content with _ 
aan affurance, that the ſcheme was highly 


* pleaſing to me; who attended Mrs. Ag- 
nis and Miſs Lorton, next day, to Lon- 
don, where her father then was, to ſoli- 
© cit his ſanction. At our interview, he 
made me many, I fear, undeſerved com- 
© pliments; and did not object to his 
* daughter's choice, if we would prudently 
« defer our union, till I acquired ſome ad- 
© dition to my income; which he thought 
< inadequate to the expences of a family, 
as we had been educated: I could not 
but allow of the propriety: of this propo- 
© ſal; but ſaid, as I had been bred to no 
* profeſſion, I had little proſpect of re- 
moving this bar to my happineſs: 
„Nou have,“ returned he, © borne arms 
V in the ſervice of your country on ſuch 
60 an 
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* an emergency, that I doubt not it will 
ebe ealy to procure you a genteel ap- 
e pointment in the military order.“ 1 
« would very readily engage,” anſwered 
— 6 I, 6e in that way of life again, if | my 
e king and country required aſſiſtance z 
but, in time of peace, it appears to me 
e ungenerous to ſolicit a poſt, in which I 
0 might ſuperſede ſome brave man, who 
< has ſpent his life in the ſervice; and is, 
_ * I may ſay, intitled to a merited reward, 
„ which I, who have no ſuch pretenſions, 
* ſhould in that caſe, deprive him of.“ 
My ſentiments on this head were not dif- 
« pleaſing either to the lady or her father, 
* who now propoſed the gown ; ſaying, 
© he believed, as my education had quali- 
« fied me for orders, he had ſufficient in- 
© tereſt to procure me a conſiderable be- 
© nefice. © You are very kind,” re 
© plied I, “but the idea I have ever en- 
© tertained of that function, is of too ſo- 
«© lemn a nature, to permit me to enter 
upon it, merely from a lucrative mo- 
„tive; and though I have made ſome 
« progreſs in letters, and am not quite 
unac- 


„ a 
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* unacquainted with theological ſtudies, 
* they have not enough engaged my at- 
« tention to qualify me for a teacher of 
others; neither can I pretend to ſuch ö 
call (though no more ſhould be meant 
by it, than a ſincere inclination) as a 


Lis 9 candidate for holy orders muſt avow.” 


— At the inſtant I pronounced theſe 


| © words, a ſervant delivered a letter to Mr. 


© Lorton, ſealed with black wax, and im- 
© preſſed with the arms of the earl of H—, 
« Curioſity, no leſs than good manners, 
| © obliged me to drop the debate, till he 
had peruſed it; which he had no ſooner = 
© done, than he delivered it to me; and I 
found it was from my couſin, the ſon of 
© the earl,! to enquire the place of my re- 
© fidence; which, he ſaid, he had not been 
able to trace out, that he might inform 
me of his father's death; and that a vi- 
« fit from me, at this juncture, would be 
very agreeable. This pleaſing ſummons, 
by Mr. Lorton's advice, I immediately 
« obeyed, and met with an affectionate and 
* affable reception from the young earl, 
who was then Juſt turned of three-and- 


4.8 2 86 twenty ; 


46 Tus BROTHERS. 


twenty; of a graceful perſon, and diſ- 


© tinguiſhed for an uncommon degree of 


good ſenſe and politeneſs. After men- 
© tioning his loſs, with unaffected concern, 
che told me, that he long had an inclina- 
tion to tread claſſic ground; but, being 
an only child, and a darling, the coun- 
teſs would not conſent to part with him 


| © in her life-time; and, ſince that, his fa- 


ther had been averſe to gratifying this 
inclination— that now, having no- body | 


to oppoſe him in that point, he was de- 


| © termined to ſpend ſome years in Italy; 
and as I was perfectly acquainted with 


every thing worthy his attention, in that 


and moſt parts of Europe, he requeſted 
that I would accompany him in this pur- 


* ſuit; and not to think it below my qua- 
© lity to be his friend and companion, di- 


© rect his improvements, and ſhare his 


© fortunes and intereſts in the world. He 


added, his connections might, and if 
© they could they certainly ſhould, be of 
s ſervice to me; either in the recovery of 
© my own family claims, or, if no hope 
© of that ſhould appear, of procuring me 
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M ſuch a ſituation in life, as might make 


« the misfortune leſs ſenfible to me. The 
* generous ſincerity, and complacency of 


« addreſs, which accompanied this offer, 


© raiſed a fluſh of; Joy in my heart, and a 


_ < glow of gratitude in my countenance z 


« and would have extorted an immediate 


cconſent, had it not been attended with 


the inſupportable thought of ſeparation 


from the dear object of all my wiſhes. I = 
bluſhed, I heſitated, I would have ſpoke; 
but could not: At laſt I recovered com- 
poſure enough to aſk pardon for the con- 
* fuſion, which the ſituation of my affairs 
forced upon me; and ſaid, nothing leſs 
could excuſe me for not receiving the 
_* higheſt obligation with the ſame grace 
of readineſs, with which his lordſhip 
© offered it, I deſired the indulgence of 
one day, to conſider of a propoſal, in it- 
© ſelf every way agreeable, before I gave 
my determination upon it. On my re- 


* turn to Mr. Lorton's, I acquainted him 


© with what had paſſed at this interview; 
and he adviſed my acceptance of the 


6 derbe propolal; ſaying, ſince his daugh- = 
s der 
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ster and 1 were perfectly convinced of 


each other's conſtancy, he thought nei- 
© ther of us ought to be againſt purſuing 


the moſt probable method of ſupplying 
© the deficiency in our circumſtances, and 


© one that would enable us to paſs the re- 


* mainder of our days in a manner more 


© ſuitable to our educations and taſte, 
than our preſent circumſtances would 
allow of. The lady, ſeconding her fa- 
ther with great earneſtneſs, and enforce- 
ing his prudential arguments, I embarked 
within a few weeks, with my noble kinſ- 
man. During my abſence, I was fre- 


* quently favoured with the moſt endear- 


ing epiſtles, from my beloved, her fa- 
© ther, and the friendly Mrs. Agnis. The 
earl was of the moſt benevolent diſpoſi- 
© tion, and ſo grateful for the ſervices I 


rendered him, as to promiſe, on our 
© return, to procure an advantageous poft 


for me, adapted to my capacity, incli- 


© nations, and ſtation; and had actually 


© obtained a grant of ſuch a one, which 


© only waited our arrival in England to 


* be — 1 was pleaſing myſelf with 


6 this 
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6 this proſpect, after near five years ab- 
ſence, when it was obſcured by the death 
of my worthy friend, occaſioned by the 
© iliac paſſion; the effects of which diſ- 


- o temper were too ſudden for him to put 


© his affairs into ſuch a poſture as to be 
«* farther ſerviceable to me; and I had the 


| 55 * melancholy office of tranſporting his re- : 


mains from Naples to England; which 


5 I -had no ſooner ſeen depoſited in ſacred 


ground, than TI retired to Mrs. Agnis's 
in Kent, having received information 
© from cher of Mr. Lorton's deceaſe, and 


© of his daughter's intention of reſiding 


with that good woman till my return. 1 

« paſſeda week with them, before I went 
co town to ſolicit the place, which my 
© couſin, I thought, had ſecured for me: 
but, upon my application, I was given 

to underſtand, that it was not conſiſtent 
wich the policy of thoſe, in whoſe diſpo- 
© fition it was, to 6bhge a deceaſed friend. 

The South-Sea project was at that time on 

£ foot, and the topic of every converſation 

engaged in; fome perſons rejoicing 
that they had an opportunity of aug- 
Vol. I. D * menting 
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< menting their fortunes, by a venture 
© which appeared trivial, compared to the 
chance; and others regretting their want 
b of power to purchaſe ſuch a chance; I 
4 was tempted to- rifk three thouſand 
© pounds in this ſcheme, flattered with the 
hopes of receiving ten for it; and with 
© that proſpect returned to my dear Phoebe, 
to whom I could not impart the diſap- 
pointment I had met with in regard to 
the poſt, we had both reaſon to think 1 
© ſhould have been inſtated in. However, 
I communicated my ill ſucceſs in that 
affair to Mrs, Agnis, and my future pro- 
* ſpe& i in the ſum which I had depoſited 
in the South-Sea ſcheme, and ſhe under- 
took the diſagreeable office of intelli- 
* gencer to her couſin; and then repeated 
the obliging offer that ſhe made me be- 
fore my excurſion with the earl; ſaying, 
the apartment ſhe then mentioned, was 
© ſtill uninhabited 3 and if I could prevail 
with her couſin to accept me, in my pre- 
ſent circumſtances, ſhe thought we might 
be happy i in that retirement. My ami- 
4 able miſtreſs, would not increaſe my 
2 chagrin 5 
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< chagrin by a refuſal, but honoured me 
with her hand, at that time, when I 
aſſured her nothing leſs could attone for 
my former diſappointments. As our 
© fortunes were, at preſent, too ſcanty to 
* make a figure in life ſuitable to my title, 
and as both of us then deſired nothing 
more than to paſs our days together in 
* obſcurity, we thought it adviſeable to 
drop that, and likewiſe my name, and 
to call ourſelves Prado. This being de- 
© termined upon, we engaged in Mrs. 
* Agnis's ſcheme of life: She and the 

good clergyman that united us, were the 
b © only perſons in the neighbourhood, who 
were acquainted with my real name and 
rank, tho', under that we had aſſumed, 


' + * we were viſited by many reputable gen- 


© teel families, whoſe firſt civility of that 
kind we returned, and then declined all 
* ſociety, but the good rector's; being ap- 
prehenſive, that a more extenſive. one 
would diſconcert our ſcheme of conceal- 
01 ing our name, and keeping within the 
8 limits of our ſlender fortunes. 
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The ſociety I was bleſt with in this re- 


; ib treat, was ſuch as gave me no cauſe to re- 


en the abſence of others: the clergy- 
man was a gentleman of great erudition 
and ſanctity of life and manners, tem- 

< pered by an elegant chearfulneſs, which 


: < diffuſed itſelf through the company who 


© were favoured with his converſation, and 
© never failed to excite more agreeable 
« ſenſations in their minds, than could be 


_ © raiſed by the boiſterous mirth and frothy 


« jeſts of thoſe perſons who are frequently 


-« ſtiled, men of fire, and bon companions. 
My wife, and the good Mrs. Agnis, were 
no leſs qualified by nature to engage the 
attention of their hearers; tho' education 
had not ſo great a ſhare in, correcting 
© their ſentiments, yet they were equally 


6 « appoſite, when either gay or ſerious to- 
« pics were ſtarted. To give your lady- 


0 ſhip an idea of the manner, in which we 


lived at this period, I need but particu · 
larize the tranſactions of one day, very 
little variation ever happening. In the 
« ſummer ;ſeaſon I uſually aroſe with the 


nn, and: xetired to an arbour in a well- | 


0 cultivated 
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«© cultivated garden, where, after paying 
due adoration to the author of that glo- 
_ © rious luminary, I employed myſelf in 
1 5 * agriculture, tiil ſummoned to breakfaſt > 
© when our little family, conſiſting of but 
iſix perſons, ſervants included, aſſembled, 
and joined in that act of devotion, which 
ought to precede every {ſecular under- 
taking. The remainder of the morning 
I generally paſſed in peruſing the works 
of ſome choſen writers, ancient and mo- 
dern, frequently accompanied by our 
worthy paſtor, whoſe judicious remarks, - 
and accurate knowlege in every branch 
of literature, enhanced my ſatisfaction 
in this purſuit ; 3 whilſt Mrs. Agnis was 
engaged in domeſtic affairs, and my dear 
P Phcebe, if not aſſiſting her, raiſing a 
© new creation with her needle or pencil, 
« till an wholeſome plain repaſt again call- 
ed us together; after which we ſeldom - 
* ſeparated till eleven; the intermediate 
© hours being chiefly paſſed in reading to 
my female audience, who had capacities 
© to receive a profitable pleaſure, whilſt _ 
| * proſecuting the employments peculiar to 
D 3 © their a 
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their ſex. With infinite ſatisfaction 1 


© have often obſerved the good old wo- 


man ſtrike her knitting-needle into the 


« plaits of her cap, and remove her ſpec- 


* tacles from her temples, to give her plau- 
dit, when due to a meritorious character 
iin hiſtory; and the younger making a 
* tranſition from a flower in a fire- ſcreen, to 
*© remark a beautiful one in an orator or a 


8 poet. If the evening was mild enough 
© to permit us, an airing in a chaiſe, or a 


walk in the fields, and viſit to our neigh- 
© bouring peaſants, gained an appetite io 
our eggs, ſallad, and cream-cheeſe. So 
0 ending the day as we began it, we retired | 


« to reſt with ſuch ſerenity of mind, that L 
never regretted the loſs of my patri- 


© mony, or envied the poſſeſſor; nay, 


© even the diſappointment I received * very 
ſoon, from the certainty of never ſeeing 


one peny of that ſum which I had un- 
* happily riſked in the South-Sea national 

_ © deluſion, gave us no diſquiet. Your la- 

_ © dyſhip will, from this confeſſion, pro- 
© nounce mean happy mortal. But, alas! 
I was not completely ſo : I earneſtly 


_ wiſhed: 


. 
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* wiſhed for the bleſſing of poſterity, of 
* which I had no proſpect at the expiration” 
of four years; and was ſo ungrateful as 


to repine at the abſence of this and pe- 


* tition Heaven to grant it; My deſires 
_ © were gratified, by the birth of a ſon the 
„following year, to whom Mrs. Agnis 


and my wife performed the office of. 


gnurſes. He became the idol of our 
hearts; and as his dawning reaſon began 
sto ſhow itſelf, the direction of it Has 


© the favourite employ of his dear mo- 


£ 6 ther and myſelf: * perhaps he too much 5 


engroſſed our time and thoughts; and the 


« Supreme Power who lent him to us, re-- 
| © called him, in his tenth year, by an ac- 
cident, which very near deprived us, as 
well as him, of our beings: As it was 
* inconſiſtent with the privacy we choſe to 


live in to ſend him into the world, we had 


prevailed on our good friend the rector 


©to take him under his tuition. 1 
gentleman had in his garden a canal, 


© which my ſon was accuſtomed to — 15 I 
whether he was taken with a fit of the 


6 cramp in this exerciſe, I know not; but 
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« 


one ſummer's evening he was found 
drowned in this piece of water, My 


wife, at that time, was pregnant of this 
dear child (pointing to his daughter) 
and we feared the moſt dreadful confe- 
quences from the cataſtrophe, when re- 
lated to her; but ſhe, good ſoul! con- 
trary to all our expectations, received the 
intelligence with a perfect reſignation to 
the Divine Will, and concealed her grief 


till ſhe was delivered of my daughter; 
when, from the ſappreſſion of that grief 
ſo long time, in conſideration of her 


condition, her health viſibly declined, 
and, in a few months, a confirmed con- 


ſumption was the conſequence. Her 


phyſicians pronounced the Kentiſh air 
improper for. her preſent ſtate of illneſs, 


and adviſed a removal to a warmer cli- 
mate. Mrs. Agnis, who, though now 
very far advanced in years, had the bleſ- 
fog of health, and as few infirmities as 


any human creature, offered to attend us 


to any part of the world, and to take 
upon herſelf the care of the infant. Ac- 
cordingly, having diſpoſed of the few 

c effects 
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effects we had, our little family departed 
for the ſouthern parts of France, where 


we remained ſome years; and I was in 
hopes, as my wife's health ſeemed re- 
eſtabliſhed, to have been once again 
happy. War had been ſome weeks de- 
© clared by the Engliſh againſt France, 
before I was appriſed of it; ſo. little did 


I converſe out of my own family : but 
as ſoon as I received the diſagreeable in- 


telligence, I found it requiſite to re- 


move; and fearing if I returned to our 


former reſidence in England, my wite's 


health would be the forfeiture, and our 
finances not being ſufficient to ſupport us 
in any figure in Germany, I ar laſt re- 
ſolved to remove to Jerſey, an iſland 1 
had formerly touched at, where I thought 
we might live in our accuſtomed pri- 
vacy, From hence I wrote to my worthy 


friend the rector, with whom I had con- 


ſtantly correſponded ; and received an 
anſwer from a relation of his, informfng 
me of his deceaſe, which was a ſtrong 
motive to deter me from returning. My 
wife's health viſibly declined from the 
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j time of our removal; but Mrs. Agnis's 
ſeemed to bid defiance to all climates. 

| © That good creature was indeed of the | 
ll * utmoſt ſervice to us, not only as a com- * 
_ © fortable friend to us both, but as a foſter 

0 mother to our child, who loſt her good 

* parent, when ſhe had attained to her 

* ninth year. The loſs of the moſt valu- 
1 able of wives, gave me poignant grief; 
tit * the effects of which might have ben 
ll! fatal, had it not been for the prudent re- 

| monſtrances of Mrs. Agnis, who ſup- 
preſſed her own concern, and exerted 

1 * her utmoſt efforts in conſoling me and 

| my dear child; telling me, the only pro- 
| ; per method of proving my regard for 
[ the deceaſed was, to transfer that por- 5 

| tion of my affection to this precious le- : 
ll + gacy ſhe had left me; and ſince the | 
child had already loſt one parent, it was 

| my duty to uſe every means in my power 

| © to continue the life of the other. In 

* diſcourſes of this nature we uſually em- | 

| * ployed our hours; and thinking a 

| change of ſcene might in ſome meaſure 

| contribute towards leſſening my afflic- 

© tion, 
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tion, propoſed returning to our former 


reſidence in Kent. But! aalennd, every 
apartment in the houſe, where I had paſ- 


ſed the happieſt days of my life, would 
remind me of the loſs of the moſt ami- 


able companion man was ever bleſt with. 
However, if ſhe regretted her abſence 
from England, I would accompany her 

thither. She replied, by no means; and 


was ready to attend me to any other 


place, provided ſhe could have the child 


under her eye. I then ſaid, my daughter 


was of an age that required more care in 
her education than it was poſſible could 


be obtained in Jerſey; and I had an in- 
clination, as peace was now proclaimed, - 


to carry her to Blois, where, with leſs ex- 


pence than at any other place in France, 
ſne might attain to ſome perfection in 


the French language, with ſeveral other 


branches of genteel education, not to be 
acquired in our preſent ſituation. Ac- - 
cordingly we removed to Blois, where ' 
procured her proper inſtructors, to at- 
tend her at my own lodgings, being un- 


willing to truſt her out of my ſigh-. for 
D 6 _* reaſong5 
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* reaſons obvious to every Proteſtant, 1 


© muſt confeſs I had the ſatisfaction to find 


the expences and pains I was at in the 


0 
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cultivation of her mind and manners 


well recompenſed, by the progreſs ſhe 
made towards the attainment of ſuch 
accompliſhments as I imagined requiſite 
in her ſex. I will own T was by this 
means neceſſitated to retrench my ex- 
pences in other reſpects, which I did very 
willingly, being of opinion, where a to- 
lerable ſhare of ſenſe and humility were 

inherent qualities, the beſt education 
ſhould be beſtowed upon a young wo- 
man born above the dregs of the popu- 
lace ; ſince, without it, gold is but a 
bait for knaves; and with it, a woman 
of any prudence may render herſelf ac- 
ceptable ro her ſuperiors, and as uſeful 
to her inferiors in many caſes, by a pro- 
per exertion of her talents, as ſhe would 
be by contributions which her purſe 
might not be provided with.“ . 
« T applaud your ſentiments, Sir Henry,” 


« ſaid Lady Foſter ;* but am in pain for 
the friendly Mrs, T_T pray, where 
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i Is me! „I was going to inform your 


ladyſhip with the loſs of our laſt friend. 
About fifteen months ſince, the infirmi- 


ties of age grew ſtrongly upon her; and 
6 1 Genre t to lay her bones in her native 
country by thoſe of her huſband, ſhe de- 
clared, was her ultimate wiſh. To in- 
ddulge which, I agreed to conduct her to 
England, and hired a Veſſel to carry us 
to Lewes. During our voyage, ſhe re- 
mained in a dying condition, and expired 


in leſs than a week after our arrival, to 


the inexpreſſible grief of my dear Phœbe 
and myſelf. She chiefly ſupported her- 


ſelf by an annuity ; but was ſo good an 


' economiſt, as to be able to bequeath, 


by Will, five hundred pounds to my 


daughter, who was her neareſt ſurviving 


relation, and ſome legacies to her huſ- 
band's kindred z which, after I had dif- 
charged, I endeavoured to prevail with 
| Phoebe to return to Blois; but ſhe ex- 
preſs'd ſo earneſt a deſire of continuing in 


England, ariſing, ſhe told me, from the 
* deſcription Mrs. Agnis had given her of 
the happy days we had paſſed in Kent, 


= that, 
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that, in compliance with her importuni- 
ties, I took theſe lodgings, from whence 
I I would now gladly depart: but when- 
ever J make the propoſal, ſhe objects to 
it; declaring, ſhe had rather remain a 
recluſe all her life, than ſuffer a ſepara- 
tion. I am the more ſurpriſed at her 
chuſing ſuch an obſcure life, as ſhe ap- 
peared greatly pleaſed with the gaieties 
of Paris, in the months we paſſed there, 
when I carried her to every place of 
genteel reſort, and ſhewed her every 
palace and curioſity in the F rench do- 
minions.“ 


. am greatly obliged, Sir Henry,” re- 


plied the Lady, by this recital. Sin- 


cc 


« cerely do I commiſerate the misfortunes 
you have ſuſtained; and I think with 
you this ſcanted ſcene of life ill ſuited 
to Miſs Oſmond's genius: but if ſhe 
will favour me with hercompany during 
my ſtay in the country, I will endea- 
your to make it agreeable to her, and 


may poſſibly have it in my power to 


procure her ſuch a residence! as ne 


would better approve,” 


The 


Ge od 


» 
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* 
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The father and daughter acknowleged 


| themſelves much obliged by the civility of 
this offer; which the latter accepted, _ 
Lady Foſter then aſked the name of the - 
village in which his paternal ſeat was ſitu- 
ated: and having obtained a ſatisfactory 
reply, bid adieu to her new acquaintance 
for that evening; requeſting the favour of 


the young lady” s company on the follow- 


ing day. 


0 HAP. v. 


H EN Lady F oſter a to The 
Grainge, ſhe gave her ſteward or- 
ders to ſet out next day for Devonſhire, 


with letters to ſome of her acquaintance in 
that county, containing enquiries after the _ 


Oſmond family, without revealing the 


motive of them: and Mifs Oſmond had 
been her viſiter ſome days, when he re- 
turned with anſwers to her queſtions which 
_ correſponded intirely with the detail ſhe had 


received from the unfortunate baronet ; of 
whom they gave an excellent character, 
en the ee which had driven 

him 
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him from the place, where he had not 
appeared from his father's demiſe; and 

they had no other reaſon to ſuppoſe him 
living, but his brother's not aſſuming the 

title. This brother, though rather too old 
to be of the order of Bucks, they reported 

to be of that denomination, who ſeldom 
came amongſt them, but to rack his te- 
nants, attended by a retinue of revellers, 


who performed ſuch witty exploits againſt 


all order and decency, that their approach 
was dreaded ten miles round. This ac- 
count convincing her ladyſnip that ſhe 
had not been impoſed upon by the baron- 
ct's aſſertions; and his conduct being con- 
ſonant to her notions of merit, ſhe deter- 
mined to make his daughter an offer of re- 
ſiding in her family, as long as ſuch a re- 
fidence ſhould be agreeable to her. Ac- 
cordingly, at their next interview, ſhe 
ſaid to him, From the day, fir, in which 
you fayoured me with your confidence, 
© ] have wiſhed to be inſtrumental in re- 
« lieving your preſent anxiety, which, I 
* find, ariſes from parental tenderneſs to a 
+ very amiable child; and ſhall eſteem 
© myſelf 
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myſelf happy, if you will confign ſo 
valuable a charge to me, whilſt you pro- 
ſecute your intended ſcheme. I will en- 
gage to take all imaginable care of the 
ineſtimable depoſit, and introduce her 
into ſuch company as ſhe is qualified to 
aſſociate with. What ſay you, my dear,“ 


continued the good lady, taking the 
younger by the hand, will you conſent 
do pals your hours with one of my ad- 

vanced age, who, though no recluſe, am 

not much converſant with what is uſually 

| 5 {tiled the gay, and might, with no leſs | 


« propriety, the giddy world?” Tears of 


joy and gratitude for ſome moments inter- 
cepted a reply from both the father and 
| daughter ; the latter, however, ſoon ſup- 
_ preſſed theſe tender fallies, and anſwered, 
© With a grateful ſenſe of your ladyſhip's 
* goodneſs, and benevolent offer, I will 


accept it, ſince it removes one ſtrong 
objection to a ſeparation from my dear 


parent. Next to the dangers he may 
© have to encounter, I have dreaded the 
errors inexperienced youth might in- 
volve me in, if left to my own guidance: 


but 
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'but as kind Heaven has graciouſly dif- 

poſed you to honour me with your pro- 
tection and advice, and my dear father 
thinks it proper that we ſhould ſeparate, 

I have not one ſcruple remaining, but 
* will endeavour, by my conduct, to make 


the beſt return in my power to your un- 


£ merited favours.'— — My dear child!“ 
_ cried the father, yours be the taſk to de- 
ſerve them. Expreſſion is too indigent 
to convey my full ſentiments of her Ja- 
© dyſhip's kindneſs, and our obligations.“ 
As ſome painters, in pieces of uncommon. 
concern, have turned aſide or out of fight 
the face, where anguiſh was beyond the 
expreſſion of the pencil; for the like rea- 
ſon I chuſe to leave to the imagination, ra- 
ther than attempt the deſcription of all the 
tender, generous, grateful things, which 
were thought and ſaid on this affecting oc- 
caſion, and proceed to acquaint the reader 
with the baronet's will, made and depoſited 
in Lady Foſter's hands, together with two 
thouſand pounds in ſpecie, made over to 
her, in truſt for his daughter's uſe. Lady 
Eoſter aſked him, by what name he choſe 
| 7 
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fhe ſhould be called: and he anſwered, 
© It you think the deception as innocent as 
I mean it, madam, it would be moft 


agreeable to me to call her ſtill Prado; 

leſt her real name, publickly known, 
ſhould occaſion enquiries after me, which 
I would willingly avoid; but I leave it 
at your option to reveal her proper name 


* 


whenever you judge it neceſſary. Af- 
fairs being thus adjuſted, he went to town, 
in order to purchaſe a commiſſion, having 
previouſly wrote to, and received informa- 
tion from, the agent of a regiment then at 
Gibraltar, that there was one ready to be 
| diſpoſed of; and it ſuited with his incli- 
nations and genius rather to ſerve in gari- 
| fon abroad than in any other way; having 
employed many of his leiſure hours in pe- 
ruſing military authors, and drawing plans 


for the defence of forts; and from: read- 


ing Polybius and Marſhal Saxe's works of 


that kind, he was very perfect in that part 


of the theory of war. He was not inſen- 
ſible that a mere Martinet, or ſoldier in 


ſpeculation, was but a ſorry character: 


and he cole” not avoid remarking in his 


courſe. 
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courſe of reading, that when a Greek ſo- 
phiſt declaimed with great applauſe on the 
| ſcience and operations of arms, Hannibal, 
one of his hearers, pronounced him the 
arranteſt prating blockhead he had ever 

heard. But on the other hand, it could not 
eſcape him for how long a time a ſingle 
mathematician in his cloſet had defended 

Syracuſe againſt the efforts of all the Ro- 
man power, conducted by one of their 
ableſt generals. He reflected, that the 

principle of bravery in common men, was 

habit and neceſſity; in their ſuperiors, ho- 
nour and a thirſt of glory; and in the beſt 
officers, theſe, and a ſenſe of duty. He 
had ſeen ſome action in the field, and found 
he could ſupport the heat of it on occa- 
ſion. In any part of military life he might 
be ſometimes ignorant; he felt he never 
could be baſe; and in the department 
choſen, he might be ſuſeful. With theſe 
ſentiments in his breaſt he reſolved upon 
the employ, and looked upon the army, 
in his circumſtances of diſappointment, as 

an honourable defiance of fortune, and a 

retreat ſo much more honeſt than that of 


peeviſh 
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| peeviſh religionilts i in a cloiſter, as it was 
more beneficial to the purpoſes of ſociety. 
In a few d iys after his departure from 
The Grange, he informed the ladies there, 
by a letter, that he had ſucceeded in his 

deſign, and ſhould ſet out for Portſmouth 
the following week, in order to ſail under 
the convoy of Admiral O— „but would 
attend them in Suſſex, to WF his leave, 
"This epiſtle was in two days followed by 


the writer, who enjoined his daughter to 

write to him every opportunity, and beg- 
ged her to do it journal-wiſe; ſaying, the 
moſt trivial incident that occurred to her, 


was of the utmoſt importance to him; and 


| he mult inſiſt upon her acquainting him 
with every converſation and company ſne 


was engaged in. By this method,“ 
added he, 1 ſhall ſuppoſe myſelf pre- 
ſent, and it will greatly mitigate the 


_ © pain of abſence.” She aſſured him, ſhe _ 
would punAually comply with his requeſt. 


Lady Foſter, when alone with him, ex- 


_ preſſed ſurprize at his chuſing ſo diſtant a 


ſituation from his child, and engaging in a 
military life at his years. He Nel. 


2 
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It is with compunclion I part from the 
dear girl; but I really think I ought to 
do myſelf this violence, to compenſate = 
for the injudicious courſe J have hitherto 
© purſued, in gratifying myſelf with her 

© company to the ſecluſion of other friends, 
who might have been advantageous to 
her. Suppoſing ſhe loſes me, as I have 
« eſtranged her from any acquaintance, 
£ ſhe would be left in the world without a 

friend to adviſe with; and ſince I cannot 
bring myſelf to re-enter (as I may ſay) 
© the converſable world, the ſcheme I 


© have formed will be a good pretence 8 


wean her from me, and at the ſame time 
afford an employment to my time and 
0 thoughts, which will be (J hope) in ſome 


meaſure ſerviceable to my ſovereign and - 


country. I do not indeed think myſelf 
« ſo well qualified to engage in the field as 
I was twenty years ſince; but for the de- 
« fence of a fortreſs, or diſciplining a com- 

« pany, I imagine what I have remarked 
in my travels, and has been ſo much my 
« ſtudy, has qualified me.“ The parting 
© ſcene between the good lady, the father, 

— W 2 
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and daughter, was of the tendereſt kind; 
when he recommended a ſteady perſe- 
| verance in the principles ſhe had already 
'  imbibed, and a ſtrict obſervance of every 
admonition Lady Foſter might honour her 
with. I cannot, I need not, enumerate the 
tears that were ſhed, or the fervent wiſhes 
vented for each other's welfare, at Sir 
Henry's, or rather Mr. Prado's (for ſo we 
muſt now call him) departure for the 
Port. On the fourteenth of May Lady 
Foſter carried Miſs Prado to Richmond; 
and on the Monday following, deſirous to 
divert her ſpirits, a little depreſſed, ſhe ac- 
companied her to a ball at the Wells-houſe, 
where ſhe danced with a gentleman, whoſe 
dreſs and deportment pronounced him a 


man of condition: he appeared to be in 


the meridian of life, his face was on the 


handſome ſide, and his figure ſeemed to 


demand the notice and eſteem of the com- 
pany; and had not a confident aſpect, and 
an apparent conſciouſneſs in his air and 
addreſs, appeared to claim, rather than 


wait for admiration, he had certainly me- 
rited it: but vanity of this kind, in either 
8 ſex, 
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ſex, is ever the ſource of mortification. - 


Our ladies ſoon diſcerned his foible ; which 
gave them a lower opinion of his under- 


ſtanding than perhaps was warrantable on 
ſo ſlight an acquaintance. As he was a 


_ ſtranger in the place, they could not learn 


his name or rank. This gentleman, as 


the phraſe is, felt in love with his partner 


ar firſt ſight : in plain Engliſh, perceived 


her perſon to be deſirable ; and notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe could gain no intelligence 
concerning him, he imagined himſelf ſuc- 


ceſsful in his enquiries with regard to her; 
for, upon his applying to a fine lady, he 
was anſwered, I don't really know what 
© the creature is called, nor do I think it 


© of vaſt conſequence: Lady Foſter picked 
her up amongſt her country tenants, and 
keeps her as a toad-cater.” From this 
charitable repreſentation, he conjectured 
| ſhe was in a dependent ſtate, and conſe- 
quently it would not be difficult to have 
an affair of gallantry with her ; by which 


_ polite term is uſually meant one of the 
moſt villainous ſchemes a libertine heart 
can form. However, he diſcovered no 


4 tokens 
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tokens of levity in his behaviour; and 
when the ball broke up, very reſpectfully 
begged Lady Foſter's permiſſion to pay his 
devoirs to his partner next day. In the 
morning Miſs Prado was ſo happy as to 
receive a letter from her father; to which 
Me began a reply that night, 


CH AP. VI. 
LETTER 1. 


N15 Prado, TD 0 Henry Prado, Eſq; 


Richmond, May 17. 
11 at Night. 


\H E account I this morning l 

of my dear parent's health and ſpi- 

rits, has ſufficiently elevated mine to en- 
able me to obey his commands of writing 
to the moment. Know then, my dear Sir, 

on Saturday my kind guardian brought me 

hither. The houſe, though not ſo ſpacious 

as the Grainge, far excells it in ſituation. 


and elegance; and the place ſeems to be in- 


Hhabited:by beings of a ſuperior ſpecies, 
. E. The 
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"The day following that of our arrival we 
Yaw no company, but in that ſacred place 


-where all diſtinction of quality, and all buſy 


curioſity, ought to be laid aſide. —Yeſter- 
day ſhe obligingly carried me to a ball, 
here I danced with a ſtranger, of whom 
I have much to ſay: he is a perſonable 
man, of fortune, I find. By Lady Foſter's 


permiſſion, and at his own invitation, he 


attended us at tea this afternoon ; and his 


converſation was ſuch as gave us no con- 
;temptible idea of his underſtanding. By 


ſome means or other, the inimttable hiſtory 


of Sir Charles Grandiſon became the to- 
pic of diſcourſe. You know how much 1 
admire, and how much you have taught 
me to admire, that author. J was giving 


my thoughts a looſe in the liberty of con- 


verſation, when, to. my great ſurprize, our 


viſiter, with an air, of gallantry, declared, 


the principal character in that work was a 


milk. ſop; adding, It is prepoſterouſly un- 
5 natural to imagine any man would re- 
# ject the advances of ſo fine a woman as 


Olivia. Let me periſh ! (cried he) if I 
had not taken advantage of ſuch a girl.” 


or 


} 


— 
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Lady Foſter, with an appearance of more 
diſpleaſure than I thought could have been 
conveyed into her benign countenance, 
ſaid, It is probable ſuch may be your 
© ſentiments, Sir; but the character you 


would attempt to ridicule, is allowed to 


be that of a complete gentleman, and a 
Cybriſtian; and as I preſume you would 


] <« chuſeto be thought intitled to at leaſt 


< one of theſe appellations, I am amazed 
at ſuch a. declaration before women, who, 
if not greatly deficient in morals and 
gs good breeding, muſt reſent it, as an af- 
front to both.“ This ſpeech viſibly dif- 
concerted him; he bit his lips - ſurveyed 


his waiſtcoat took out his ſnuff-box—, 


diſplayed the Brilliant on his finger, and, 

bowing, anſwered, Your ledyſhip's par- 
© don—let me die! if I thought of ſuch 
an implication and am ſorry my na- 
« tural vivacity, and paſſion for the fair 
ſex, ſhould prompt expreſſions offenſive 
to any lady, eſpecially thoſe I have now 
the honour to converſe with.“ The en- 
trance of two viſitants, who talked of 


earthquakes, routs, executions, and fa- 
| E 2 vourite 


* 
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vourite actors, in the ſame breath, pre- 
vented a rejoinder. When they with- 


drew, the gentlemen appearing inclined to 


lengthen his viſit, Lady Foſter demanded 
his name: it is eaſter for you to imagine, 
than for me to deſcribe our ſurprize, at 
his anſwering, Oſmond, + Oſmond!” re- 
n Lady Foſter, pray, Sir, are you 

« allied to a baronet of that name, who 


4 died forty years ſince in Devonſhire ?? 
„ Sir Henry, your Ladyſhip means; he 
was my Father'—* You have, then, an 


» 


elder brother, I preſume, Sir,” 


Faith! —I cannot tell; my father had 
a ſon by a former wife, who, diſguſted 


+ at the old gentleman's partiality to my 


mother and me, left the family manſion, 


« in my infancy, and, as I have been in- 


formed, the nation; and though I have 


£ uſed every method to trace qut his 
4 abode, it is ſtill a ſecret to me. Had 1 


C 
a been able to diſcover it, I would have 


\ beſtowed a handſome Annuity upon him, 


_ * ſince my unexpected appearance in the 


world muſt curſedly chagrin him; and, 
4 * 1 1 haue heard, he was x verifprightly 
fellow. 
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© fellow, with a Machiavelian head- piece, 
© he might have been grateful enough to 
© have rendered me ſome ſervices, in re- 
© turn.'—* You could not, Sir,” replied 
my Lady, have a more judicious coun- 
* ſellor than your worthy brother; who 
(though he would deem it a diſgrace to 
be ranked with the moſt ſagocious; when 
the moſt wicked politician Europe ever 
produced) has an ample ſhare of ſolid 
* ſenſe, cultivated by polite literature, and 
has integrity and honour deſerving your 
reſpect. I ſhould be ready to allow 
it him, Madam ; but this is the firſt in- 
© formation I have received of him ſince 
I was capable of paying it, From 
what you have ſaid, I imagine your La- 
© dyſhip could oblige me with further in- 
* telligence concerning him; which I 
_ © ſhould efteem as a favour; particularly 
if you could acquaint me with his pre- 
ſent reſidence.— I have the honour to 
be acquainted with Sir Henry, Sir; but 
* cannot, at this time, direct you to his 
* abode,” He ſeemed now to think it 
time to depart, and bid us adieu, inviting - 


* 1 2 
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himſelf to drink chocolate here to-morrow 
in hopes, he ſaid, Lady Foſter would fa- 
vour him with a more explicit account of 

you. Some company ſupping here, af- 


forded me no opportunity of conferring 
with my dear lady on the diſcovery of my 


uncle; but I am impatient for her opinion 
of him, with which I will inform you to- 
motrow : but as my watch gives notice of 
the midnight hour, will bid my deareſt 
parent farewel; wiſhing him all _——_—_ 
and a oe repoſe. 


Wedneſday, 10 clock. 


Wear, my dear Sir, I have found an 
uncle, and I hope we ſhall both find a 
friend, in Mr. Oſmond, as you may 
judge by what paſſed this morning. I. 
waited on Lady Foſter in her dreſſing- 
room at ten; when ſhe ordered the ſervant 
to withdraw, ſaying, ſhe would have no 
_ attendance at breakfaſt. She then aſked 
me, if I approved of revealing to Mr. 
Oſmond the affinity between us? I an- 
ſwered, As your Ladyſhip pleaſes: my 
dear papa has entirely conſigned me to 
| | 6 your 
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your prudential care, and I ſhall acqui- 
eſce in every act proceeding from your 
, ſuperior judgment. If: you think it 

© proper, I am certain it” is ſo. Jam 
© obliged to you: for your compliment, 
my dear, as I know it is well- meant; 
but muſt beg, for the future, you would 
not accuſtom yourſelf to make ſpeeches, 
I muſt own an ingenious open behaviour 
© appears: to me eligible with regard 
© to your uncle, who ſeems, by his con- 
« verſation, inclined to make ſome amends 
for the wrong your father has ſuſtained, 
© and has it in "his power to be much your 
friend.“ She had ſcarce ended theſe 
words, before Mr. Oſmond appeared; and 
bowing, ſaid, laſt night's converſation 
had kept him waking; and his impatience 
to have a more circumſtantial account of 
his brother, had brought him rather earlier 
than good manners might perhaps allow ; 
but hopedthe goodneſs of his motive would 
plead his excuſe. After theſe: ceremonies; 
being all ſeated, Lady Foſter gave him the 


detail of your ſtory. During the recital, 


he frequently broke out into invectives 
E 4 againſt 
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againſt his mother; which, to ſay the truth, 
I thought came with an ill grace from his 
mouth, who appears not quite faultleſs 
himſelf; though, I hope, more ſo than ö 
we formerly imagined : for though ſne 
certainly muſt have been a bad woman, i 
yet ſhe is his parent. He made many pro- | 
teſtations of repairing, as far as was in his 

power, her unjuſt depredations. But, 
Madam, cried he, you mentioned a 
daughter left with you.—This young 
„lady (looking hard at me) is not- no. 
I hear you call her Prado. There is 
© one circumſtance, Sir, Which I omitted 
in Sir Henry's ſtory, which will ac- 
count for that difficulty: he has thought 
proper to call himſelf by that name 

2 ever ſince he married. This lady is 

* your niece, Sir.“ He aroſe from his 

chair; and, faluting me, demanded my 
pardon a thouſand times for his parent's 

treatment of mine; and vowed ſome repa- 

ration of the injuries you have ſuſtained, 

at a time when he was incapable of being 
al acceſſory to them. Not knowing what. 
teturn to make to theſe civilities, I'glanced 
an. 


— 
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an eye towards Lady Foſter, who, per- 
ceiving my embarraſſment, with the utmoſt 


complacency in her countenance, ſaid, © I 


© hope, my dear, expanded as your gene- 

© rous ſoul is, you have no room in it for 
5 reſentment againſt an innocent perſon, - 

a for! injuries committed by his miſguided 


parent in his infancy; and that you will 
* converſe amicably with your father's - 


only brother. I am certain Sir Henry 
© would approve of an harmonious inter- 


* courſe, thus ſolicited ; though perhaps 
too ſtrong a ſenſibility of his wrongs - 
* deterred him from ſeeking it.“ Her 


5 opinion had due weight with me, and I 


promiſed him to acquaint you with his ci- 


vility; and, as he expreſſed a deſire of cor- 

reſponding with you, I gave him your ad- 
dreſs; ſo that, if you are not ſailed before 
he puts his deſign in execution, you will 
ſoon have an epiſtle from him. He aſked * 


me if I had ever ſeen a picture of Lady 


Catherine? and upon my anſwering in the 


negative, he took a ſmall ſhagreen caſe 


from his pocket; Here, Madam, is an 
enamelled piece drawn for her. I brought 


E. 5 : it, . 


82 THE BROTHERS. 


wit, with an intention, through Lady 


Poſter's means, to get it conveyed to my 


brother; but muſt now beg you would 


do me the honour to accept it.“ I re- 
ceived the piece, on her ladyſhip's giving 
me a glance of approbation; but, upon 

ſurveying it, could not reſtrain my tears 
at the reſemblance it bears to your dear 


ſelf. There are, Madam,“ continued 


he, © ſome jewels in my cuſtody which 


« were Lady Catherine's, and which 1 


© muſt likewiſe beg leave to reſtore to 
you, when new-fet,” At this offer, 1 
examined the countenance of my dear 
Lady; who, comprehending my meaning, 
ſaid, Your deſign, Sir, is very genteel; 


but I imagine your niece will think an 


© application to her father proper, before 


* ſhe permits you to execute it : his no- 
tions of pecuniary obligations are ſuit- 


able to his birth; conſequently, I ſuſ- 


* pet he would not be pleaſed with her 
* accepting ſuch a preſent, without pre- 
* viouſly conſulting him.” I am greatly 
© obliged to you, Sir,“ added I; but 
8 ſince my Lady has ſhewn me the i Annen 


priety 
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© priety of accepting a favour of ſuch 
value, without my father's permiſſion, I 
© muſt beg you to poſtpone your inten- 
tions as to the alterations, and not to take 
_ © arefufal amiſs, if he ſhould think ſuch or- 
naments abſurd for a woman of my len 


er fortune.“ . 


And now, my dear Sir, am TE or am I 
not, to accept the jewels ? I do aſſure you, 
it is quite a matter of indifference to me; 
I mean as to the ornamental part: but to 
be ſure, if you think it right, 1 ſhould be 
very well pleaſed to have any thing in 
my polietſion that was my dear grand- 
mamma's. The picture I ſhall keep; as 
my Lady has fince told me the- rejec- 
tion of that, which could be of little 
value to Mr. Oſmond, would look as if 
J retained reſentment, and diſdained his 

offers of friendſhip. - To return from this 

digreſlion ; £ I am ſorry, ladies,“ ſaid he, 
you ſhould think an appeal to Sir Henry 
« neceſſary on this occaſion, when it is my 
« defire to reſtore theſe trifles, which, 1 
« apprehend, he has been unjuſtly de- 
. of; and it will be a great diſap- 

E. 6 pointment 
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pointment to me, if he objects to the 
« reſtitution, However, I ſubmit to your 
opinion; and only beg you would men- 
tion it in your next letter to him.“ 1 


aſſured him I would; and the bells calling 


us to church, he accompanied us thither ; 
and, as I had mentioned my deſign of 

writing to you on our return, he took his 
leave, as I now muſt of my deareſt parent, 
there being but half an hour to dreſs for 
dinner ; only requeſting a letter by the poſt ; 
after you have received this, from Tk 


Your moſt dutiful 
and affectionate | 


PHOBE. 


P. $ This Aver of my wkte hab 8 
fllled my thoughts and paper, that 1 


have omitted to mention the repeated 
acts of friendſhip and affection which 


I hourly receive from my dear lady, 
Wjho deſires I would inſert her beſt. 


wiſhes for your health and welfare. 


r 99 8 # 
4 , 


CHAP, 


-— Ari 


5425 ' 
as & | 


. — r 
+ 4 * = FRE I . _ 2 © bs 2 FI * 
* * 
* P 


Tur BROTHERS, 85 


CHAP. VII. 
LETTER IL 


Mis Prado, To Henry Prado, oy 


Richmond, Holy Thurſday, 5 
85 half an hour paſt 12. 


rusr returned from ech my dear 
Sir, where I ſaw my new uncle, who 
cutie home and chattered with us five mi- 
nutes; then took his leave for town, where 


he has ſome buſineſs to tranſact; but has 


engaged, this day ſen'night, to attend us 
part of our way to The Willows in Kent, 
| where Lady Foſter propoſes carrying me. 
He mentioned an account he had juſt re- 
_ ceived of his mother, who, it ſeems, is in 
a melancholy way, little ſhort of madneſs, 
I muſt own, I commiſerate her condition; 


and pity from my heart that dejection 


Vwhich ariſes from baſeneſs and guilt. Hap- 
py, dear Sir, that this is not your caſe! 
happy that it is not mine]! whatever may _ 
happen, let me be ſelf-acquitted, and I will 
not be very wretched : let guilt be ap- 


Palled 
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palled and hang the head, poor in the 
greateſt affluence, fad in the midſt of plea- 
ſures, ſcorned abroad, and condemned and 
ſelf· puniſned at home; whilſt virtue alone 
has the privilege of ſitting ſuperior to all 
the turns of fortune, can caſt a ſmile on 
i grief, and dignify even diſtreſs. Theſe are 
exalted ſentiments ; but I am well aſſured 
they are juſt ones. You told me—you _ 
did more—you ſhewed me in your own 
perſon, that they were ſo, But I only 
prate high things; you have done them, 
and are going perhaps into many occaſions 
of doing more; whilſt I, under the protec- 
tion of a ſecond parent, am as happy as 
your abſence will permit me to be: 1 am 
under the eye of one parent, and in the 
heart of the other; and I have you both 


lodged in thoſe ſacred receſſes of my 


breaſt, where love and gratitude and duty 
dwell. We expect Lady Barbara S 
to dinner; ſo I muſt 


quit my bureau for my toilet. 


Friday 


. S 6 1 1 
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F riday morning, 8 0 clock. . 
' Oun gueſts ſtay with us till Monday, 


when we are to accompan y them to town 

a place, I own, I have ſome female cu- 
rioſity to ſee; but ſhall have little oppor- 
tunity of looking about, as the intended 
| Kentiſh journey takes place on Thurſday 

following. In a converſation in the garden 
yeſterday with Lady Foſter and the com- 
pany, on the ſubject of our London expe- 
dition, and after ſome queſtions I ſtarted 
about the manners of the fine folks there, 
my good Lady, who knew my turn for 


works of imagination, told me I muſt not 


: expect to meet a Sir Charles Grandiſon at 
every turn of the ſtreets, or a Miſs Byron 
in every company, hear wit and good. 


humour temper each other in converſation 


of the great, or find thought and reflec- 
tion in the cabinets, or ſenſe and ſprightly 


entertainment in the aſſemblies of the fair: 


that theſe were fancies of retired thinking 


people, who pleaſe themſelves and others | 


with a world and its inhabitants of their 


own creation, and form characters as eaſily 
for 
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for their purpoſe, as they raiſe groves or 


fountains, or palaces or deſerts, for the 
theatre of action: and as I had hitherto 

| known little of the world and its people, 
but as thoſe ingenious gentlemen had 


thought fit to imagine and repreſent them, 


| it was time to take a view of real life, and 
to ſee men and women as they indeed ex- 
iſted. I ſaid, I thought I was happier in 
: my deluſion, if it was one, than I was 
going to be by the experience promiſed 
me: that I was prepared by my books to 
expect many inſipid, many extravagant, 
many bad characters; but was not a little 
mortified and diſappointed, to think I was 


to meet ſo great a ſcarcity of good ones; 


and the more ſo, as I had reaſon to ima- 


gine I ſaw before my eyes the lineaments 
of one of the ſhining perfonages in my 
fayourite author; and could not help 
having in my thoughts the probity, ele- 


vation, and generoſity of others, in one 


abſent and other deceaſed relations: but 


| ſince the world was not, it ſeems, what it 
ſhould be, I muſt be content to take it as 


it was, and would with caution venture 


my 


F 
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15 my une xperienced ſteps into it, as far as 
the goodneſs and prudence of my generous 
guide would conduct me. Lady Foſter 
courteouſly bending, and diſcontinuing the 

ſubject, the colonel, very converſant, for * 
gentleman who did not make them his. 
ſtudy, in books ancient and modern, re- 
| ſumed the topic. I perceive, Miſs Pra- 


do, by the juſtneſs of your ſentiments, 


and the uprightneſs of your heart, that 
© you have to very good purpoſe turned 
© over thoſe books, which are my favour- 
© ites, as well as yours, and which do ho- 

_ © nour to the preſent age, and anſwer the 
c only ends of good writing, the ſupply- 
ing the head with proper notions, and 
mending the manners, at the ſame time 
that they delight the fancy. To fay,. 
they are fiction, in my opinion, im- 

« proves their worth: at leaſt, cannot de- 


« rogate from it: for what pleaſing or uſe- 
ful writings, excepting thoſe which I am 


C. 
« unfaſhionable enough to call ſacred, do 
* 


not come under that denomination? and 


even in theſe, fables have been uſed to 


+ the purpoſes of virtue and religion, and. 
1 forced. 
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© forced kings from their thrones to make 


© the unwelcome application to themſelves 
© in duſt and aſhes; and parables, or fic- 
- © kitious ſtories, were His uſual method of 


© inſtru&tion, who had authority and wiſ- 


© dom above human. What is hiſtory? 
© do not mean Baker's Chronicle, but 
ſuch as pleaſes and inſtructs us, and 
makes a part of learning: what, I ſay, 
is hiſtory, ancient or modern, but ſo 
many fictions of things ſaid, or con- 
trived, or done, which could never come 
©to the author's knowlege? It is true, 
perhaps, there actually lived ſuch princes, 
« generals, lovers, politicians, as are there ; 
mentioned, and in the age and nation 
.* ſet down: but this is nothing'; the 
* counſels of the cabinet, the detail of 
© atchievements in the field, are mere fic- 


tions of the writers, who, not knowing 


the reaſons of ſtate, give their own, 
_ * amuſe us with ſchemes the politician 
© never thought of, animate us with ha- 
rangues which the orator and ſoldier never 
© ſpoke, and perplex lovers and friends, to 


*ſhew their own ingenuity in Ges 


them; 5 
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© them; or intereſt our angry or ſofter 
* paſſions on the ſide of imaginary diſ- 
* treſſes. The epic and dramatic performs. 


* ances. are confeſſedly of this character 


* and the poet, from his very name, ap- 
* pears the maker of his heroes, his men, 


| © his women, and his gods; at leaſt, of 
what they ſay and do, or ſuffer, With 
this, perhaps, the higheſt ſpecies of 
* writers,. the Noveliſt, I think, juſtly 
| © ranks;. and Telemachus may be as uſe- 
ful, and agreeable to read, as the Odyſ- 


* fey of Homer; and I believe it would 


be no difficult taſk to draw, from ſome _ 


late works of this kind, as juſt and pro- 
per rules for this ſort of writing, as has 
been done for the other by a great maſ- 


© ter, from the excellent models then be- 


fore him. Indeed, I know little or no diſ- 


tinction, beſides what, in truth, rules alone 
cannot give; I mean genius, deſign, and 


© execution.“ Very well, good metho- 
* cical Colonel,* ſaid Lady Bab, with a 
loud lough ; * ſurely, inſtead of talking to 
© three of my ſex, you imagined you were 
* haranguing a thouſand of your own. be- 
fore. 
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*fore a battle; or rather, from the gra- 
© vity of the countenance, and the length 
of the diſcourſe, I ſhould be apt to gueſs 
© you had forgot the colour of your coat, 
and had been preaching a ſermon to a. 
© mute gaping congregation. Whether 
I have gone out of my character or not, 
I ſee you will not eaſily get out of yours, 
* of being tojours gai, and the railleuſe : 
but remember, Lady Bab, I have not 
all this while been talking or harangue- 
ing, as you are pleaſed to phraſe it, in 
* favour of romances and knight-errantry, 
of giants and windmills, of dwarfs and 
© palfreys, of heroes ſlaying thouſands one 
after another quicker than thought, and 
„fighting and ſighing for a cruel fair- one 
three quarters of a life; and ſaying: ſuch 
ſoft blubbering nonſenſe, as makes one 
grow quite ſick, or fall aſleep.— Well, 
you ſee, Ladies, raillery, like ſome 
other things, is catching: this, you muſt 
know, is in revenge for his once ſur- 
priſing me ſo engaged in the middle of 
6a filly ſtory out of one of theſe books, 
«that. [ did — or. would not, for a few 
moments, 
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* moments, ſee him. I own, Madam, 


I was a little piqued, that ſuch a pair of 


eyes ſhouid not know their own value 


and thought they could not have been 
< worſe employed, if they had quitted 
© thoſe objects, and looked upon fo worth- 


© leſs a one as your obedient humble ſer- 
4 vant; for I am, at leaſt, a man; but 
they were monſters. . A truce, a truce, 

pray, Colonel!* — © A truce ? a peace, 
Madam, and you ſhall make your own 


terms: a union, dear creature! and 


* that for'—* Hold, Sir, you quite fright 
me, and almoſt make me think I have 


< ſaid, for ever and ever, till death us do 
part.“ Saying this, ſhe ran back into 
the houſe, and we followed her. This 


little chit-chat-part of it, fo agreeable to 
your own notions, ſeemed to me the beſt 
method of giving you an idea of our 


| gueſts, Lady Bab and the Colonel are 


both remarkably polite and chearful ; the 
lady, whom I gueſs to be very few years 
my ſenior, is extremely handſome, and 
has ſuch an air of grandeur diffuſed thro? 
her perſon and action, that it would be 


| almoſt 
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almoſt impoſſible to miſtake her rank at 
firſt ſight; at the ſame time there is ſo 
engaging an affability and ſprightlineſs i in 
ker behaviour and converſation, that I 
cannot aveid regarding her with a de- 


gree of affection, as well as admiration. 


The Colonel, I find, has long done fo; | 
and really there is ſuch a ſimilarity in 


their perſons and characters, that one 


would imagine them formed for each 
"other: yet I do not find, from Lady 
| Foſter's account of the affair, that Lady 


Bab has hitherto given him leave to hope 


for any happier event from his acquaint- 


ance with her, than her permitting him 


| the honour of her converſation, We are 
all to ſet out by-and-by for Windfor, 
and take Hampten-Court in our way ; ſo 
that you muſt not expect a continuation 


of my journal till Wedneſday, as we 
are not fo return till to-morrow night, 
and are to ſet out for town on Monday. 
In the mean time I fhall hope for a letter 
from my deareſt father; and ſhall leave 
orders at Richmond, if one comes on 


Tueſday, to have it conveyed to me. 
I have 
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I have no more at preſent to ſay; and if I 
had, could not do it, without miſſing 
this ,poſt, or tranſgreſſing the bounds of 
.civility to my good guardian, who has 
| Juſt ſent to deſire I would join the com- 
pany, and to whoſe benevolent diſpoſition 
Jam indebted for the pleaſing hours paſſed 
Fn. 
My deareſt Sir, 
Your truly happy, 
affectionate, and 
grateful Daughter, 


P H B E. 
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LETTER III. 


Argyll-Buildings, 
Wedneſday, May 25, 1757- 
1 2 o'clock in the morning. 


. 3 — 
OY n 


7 ESTERDAY dia the birth-day of ö 
one of the young princes, I attended _ 
Lady Barbara and Lady Foſter to court; 
and, on our return, thanked my dear Lady 
for regaling my eyes with the fineſt ſight | 
they ever beheld. © What can there be, 

my dear,” ſaid ſhe, * in this ſight ſo | 
« ſtriking to you, who have early ten the | 
French magnificence of building, and 
elegance of dreſs? I take it, however, 
for a happy preſage in favour of your 
native country; and can even applaud 
that honeſt partiality. That is not the 
thing, I aſſure you, Madam; I do not 
compare buildings and pomp, but per- 
ſons, in my preference. I have before, 
indeed, tranſiently ſeen palaces and 
— 1 courts; 
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© courts; but never before had a view of 
the moſt glorious object Europe can 


* boaſt ; one of its greateſt princeſſes, at 


a4 a time of life capable of lending luſtre 
© to an imperial diadem, with a counte- 


* nance expreſſive of dignity, affability, 


and maternal tenderneſs, ſurrounded by : - 


her amiable and illuſtrious offspring; and 


© who, though deprived of hers and the 


* nation's chief hope, is apparently grateful 
for the bleſſings ſtill left.” What ſublime 


ſatisfaction, my dear Sir, ariſes from the | 


contemplation of ſo much excellence in 


one, whom Providence has placed in ſo 


exalted a rank, as an example to her ſex? | 
And let me aſk you, what is the pleaſure 
reſulting from contemplating ſuperb edi- 
fices, painting, and ſculpture, and all the 
boaſted effects of human art, compared 
with what 1 feel from the reflection? 1 
muſt own, I am more than ever reconciled 

to your determination of dedicating your 


' ſervices to the ſupport of our ſovereign's 
rights, and the redreſs of your country's 


wrongs.—Why had not I a letter yeſter- 
day? Sure, my dear Sir, you would not 
Vol. I. 8 | 2 | fail 


98 TRE BROTHERS. | 
fail without leaving one behind. I hope no 
diſability deprived me of the pleaſure every 
line of yours affords me. You promiſed, 
in caſe of illneſs ever preventing your 
writing, you would employ ſome other 
hand: your ſervant could have performed 
that diſagreeable office. I am uneaſy, I 


aſſure you, at your ſilence, Colonel L— 5 


_ ſays, the Admiral has failed long ſince; 
and I know not what to think. My uncle 
has this moment ſent up his compliments 

to enquire after my health: hearing I was 
writing, he begged I might not be inter- 
rupted ; but I know you will excuſe me, 
whilft I ſtep into the am tne and re- 
ceive his viſit. 


Three o'clock. 
Ma. 9 finding I was very un- 
eaſy at receiving no letter from you by 
yeſterday's poſt, has obligingly offered to 
make enquiry at the general- poſt office, as 
he ſays it may remain there. I wiſh it 
proves ſo; for I ſhall go with reluctance to 
The Willows to-rgorrow, if I have no in- 
telligence of you. Fhe proprietor of the 
manſion 
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manſion ſo called, Lady Foſter tells me, 


is an old maiden ſiſter of Sir Ambroſe, who 


has peculiarities in her character, of which 
her ladyſhip thought proper to appriſe me: 


She was, it feems, maid of honour to 
Queen Anne; and is ſo great an admirer 


of the ceremonies, and even the dreſs, 


then in vogue, as to retain them ſtill, 
From the time ſhe loſt her royal miſtreſs, 
| the deſerted the town, and ſettled upon her 
eſtate in Kent, where ſhe has lived like a 
{lately vegetable ever ſince. Her very 
large fortune has induced many of her 


worſhipful neighbours to ſolicit her hand: 


but as they had not the good-breeding, 


alias, the formality, ſhe had bel coaſt 


ed to, their overtures were rejected. My 


HY added, We ſhall find her accom- 


< panied by Miſs Jay, a great-niece of 
© hers to whom ſhe was godmother; a 


_ giddy girl, within a few weeks of be- 


ing at age, who is as fond of the pre. 
0 ſent mode, as her aunt is of the paſt, 


This young woman is the only child of 
a wealthy merchant, who being lately 
$ informed ſhe was in danger of becoming 


2 Fa a a prey 
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a prey to a certain fortune- honter; had 


24 a conſultation with Mrs. Foſter on the 
© moſt probable means to avert ſuch a 
© misfortune ; the reſult of which was, 

that ſhe ſhould paſs this ſummer at The 

© Willows, in order to bring about a match 
between her and Mr. Haws, a nephew 

of my ſiſter's, who, though born to a 

© conſiderable eſtate, has a father of too 

«© penurious a diſpoſition to beſtow any 

part of it in the cultivation of his ſon's. 
© intelle&ts or manners; the former, it is 

«© ſaid, were not incapable of improve- 
ment; but, from negle&, the latter are 


* upon a level with thoſe of his meaneſt 


© tenant.* We do not know whether this 


couple have yet had an interview: for 


notwithſtanding they are allied by birth, 
they were intire ſtrangers to each other a 
month ago; Mr. Haws confining his fon 


within the limits of his native county, 


and Mr, Jay educating his daughter in 


town, In the journey I have begun 


through life, my employment is to pick 

up characters, as I go, as one would cull 
{im ples, or gather flowers, for uſe or amule- 
ment, 


+ 


— — 's 
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ment, and fend them to you as faſt as I 
light on them. If they are ill choſen, or 
too common for ſending at all, or dif- 
figured in the ſending, you will kindly 


impute it not to want of inclination to 


gratify you, but to the want of experience 


in your young traveller. 
: —Summoned by the dinner. bell. 


Eleven at night. 
My uncle was s right | in his conjectures, 


and I am happy in the receipt of your 


dear letter; but I cannot account for your 
not receiving my pacquets, ſent according 


to your direction. I muſt beg you would 


make enquiry after them; for they con- 


tain matters improper for the peruſal of 


any perſon but yourſelf. I do not wonder, 


ſince they have miſcarried, at your appre- 
henſions on my account; but I hope this, 


which brings you an aſſurance of my 


health and happineſs, will reſtore your 
quiet. Methinks I am leſs concerned 


than you, at the accident which. pre- 


vented your failing ſo ſoon as you ex- 


1 pected; 
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pected; for if you wait for the next con- 
voy, I may hope, by ſome means or 
other, to be bleſſed with your preſence 
| before that time. I have a great inclina- 
| tion to propoſe it to my Lady; but fear, 
as ſhe never mentioned ſuch a journey 
| herſelf, ſhe ſhould think me encroaching 
on her favours : yet as you ſay you can- 
not come to us, and may ſtay ſome 
weeks longer, I ſhall be tempted to throw 
out a hint of my inclinations z which are, 
if it were poſſible, to be ever near my 
_ deareſt father; the continuance of whoſe 
health 9h, e is the firſt. wiſh of 
| his | | 
| 15 85 "© 115 | Moſt dutiful 
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. H AP. IX. 
LETTER . 
Miß ſs Prado, To Henry Prado, Eſq; 


The Willows, Eb 
T hurſday, May 26. 
Eleven at night. 


or in the leaſt weary. with my ; 
journey, or inclined to ſleep, but 


2 to ruminate on ſome converſation 
on the road, I am ſet down to acquaint my 
dear papa with our ſafe arrival, and what 
haas paſſed ſince. As my Lady never chuſes, 
if it can be avoided, lying upon the road, 
we ſet out very early in the morning, and” 
got here by ſeven in the evening. Mr, 
Oſmond attended us, his poſt-chaiſe with | 
four horſes following; into which Mrs. 
Orrice was put, as he had politely ac- 


cepted the offer of a place in the coach 


with us. Our converſation till dinner was 
too general to relate: but Lady Foſter 
N aſleep in her chair ſoon after, 


4 | my 
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my uncle entered into that I am going to 
relate with the ſame. pain with which I 


heard it. I havewaited, my dear,” ſaid 


0 


lady; to whom he has conſigned rather 


4 


ot woman in ſome reſpects, Ib 


he, for a convenient opportunity of ex- 
1 


preſſing my concern, that the flender- 
neſs of your father's circumſtances ſhould 


force you into a dependence on the old 


too much authority : for I am miſtaken, 
if her regard for you equals your de- 
ſert; and the has (though a good 5 40 | 


ve) 
ſuch antiquated- notions of 3 


youth of the pleaſures that ſeaſon re- 
quires, that, if he was acquainted with 


her character, be muſt intend you ſhould 
paſs. your bloem in an inipidl round of 


© formality and conſtraint. A viſit to the 


old gloomy Suſſex ſeatʒ another to the 
old maiden ſiſter ; and the reſt of the 
dull months paſſed between Richmond 


and the town, ſhut up, with only per- 


miſſion, perhaps, to go in formality 
once in à winter to court; and may be 
to a tragedy or two, if her hectics will 


permit her o n... you, would 


© be 
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© be all the variation you would experience 
in life. Had I known your father, and 
his intentions of leaving you behind 
him, I would have offered any houſe of 
mine for your reſidence; and even now, 
my dear, if you will withdraw from the 
bondage impoſed upon you, and put 
yourſelf under my protection, you ſhall 
experience every felicity derived from 
affluence and affectionate | indulgence. 
What ſays my dear girl? will you quit 
Lady Gravity, and be miſtreſs of my 
family? I never will marry, or lay any 
reſtraint upon your inclinations in that 
reſpect: a genteel equipage, with a ſuit- 
able retinue, you ſhall have intirely at 
your command, where and when you 
pleaſe, if you will favour me with your 
company.” I do not know whether my 
indignation or ſurpriſe was greateſt at this 
propbſal; and the reflections caſt on: my 
kind protectreſs, whom I endeavoured to 
waken, but in vain. He inſiſting on 4 
reply, I anſwered, * What you have ſaid 
of my deareſt friend, has deſtroyed the 
n obligation of your propoſal: for the ſeo. 
Eg mer 
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© timents 1 have heard from her, convince. 


me ſhe has none of that auſterity which 
_* attends low ungenerous minds, at the 
decline of life; nor, though paſt reliſn- 


a „ 


* 


herſelf, would ſhe ever endeavour to 
prevent my enjoying them; but, con- 

* ſcious that Providence has allotted each 
_ © ſtage its proper pleaſures, preſumes at no 
innovation of the all- wiſe decree. I am 


ing the innocent amuſements of youth 


_ © ſo. happy in the friendſhip with which ſhe = R 


© honours me, that I aſſure you, my fa- 
' © ther's commands, or the inevitable 
| © ftroke only, ſhall occaſion my voluntary 
+. ſeparation from her.” The very thought 
| could not be expreſſed by me, without 


burſting into tears; which. ſeemed to 


alarm my uncle, who cried, Fer hea ?- 
ven's ſake, dry up thoſe tears, which 1 
am much concerned. to have occaſioned, 
Indeed 1 have carried the jeſt too far: 1 
had heard you had a degree of affection 
for this good lady, equal to that of a 
« parent; and I had an inclination to ſound 
it, and your prudence, both which 1 
* bighly applaud; and hope, Madam, 

7 Fee vou 
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you will forgive this ſevere trial. Tho' 
© what I have aſſerted, with regard to Lady 
Foſter, has been intimated to me; and I 
was willing to confute the authors, from 
© your teſtimony; which I am very happy 
in being able to do: and you may rely | 
on the promiſe I now make you, never 
to perſuade you to leave her; but, ſhould 
vyou be ſeparated by death, or any other 
© accident, I deſire you would look upon 
© me as your next friend, and command: 
my utmoſt-: ſervices.” Lady Foſter, 
awaking, apologized” for her drowſineſs; 
which, ſhe ſaid, was ſo unuſual with. her; 
and ſhe could not account for it: and 1 
had no opportunity of replying particu- 
larly to my uncle's: laſt ſpeech, as our 
horſes were harneſſing, and we ſeparated ;. 
my uncle returning in his chaiſe, and we 
taking the coach to proſecute our journey. 
My Lady's drowſy. fit continued almoſt all: 
the way. hither;. which would have alarm- 
ed. me, for her health-ſake; more at any 
juncture than this; in. which I was.rumis- 
nating on my uncle's jet. If Mrs. Orrice 
had. not been. preſent,. I believe I ſhould: 
E 6 have 
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have related the above converſation to her 
Lady: but, upon reflection, it muſt be very 

diſagreeable to her, as my uncle did not give 
me his own ſentiments, but thoſe of ill- 
natured rumour, which he ſeemed pleaſed 
to hear refuted. by me; ſo I will not reveal : 
it, till I have your opinion of the matter, 


Lady Foſter told me, in the morning, 


that, as her ſiſter uſually paid reſpect to 
perſons, proportioned to their quality, 
the would inform her whoſe grand- 


daughter I was on the female ſide, under 
an injunction of ſecrecy, which would not 


at all betray my real name; which indeed 
I could not now aſſume, without leading 
the acquaintance ſhe had introduced me to, 
by that of Prado, into fuſpicions and en- 


quiries, to be avoided. A ſhower of rain. 


falling juſt as we reached The Willotos, her 
ladyſhip ordered Jonathan to drive up the 


avenue to the back-front, as the ſhorteſt 
cut; but no ſooner were we alighted, and 


moving the peareſt way into the houſe, 
than we were accoſted by the proprietor of 


it; who, in defiance of the weather, came 
out to receive us, dreſſed in a furbelowed 
ſcarf 
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ſcarf over a Marlborough gown, a long- 


hood, pinners,. and a fan. This lady,. 


ſilted upon our going round to the iron- 


gates; which, being ruſty, were not ſo 


who was very erect, thin, and grey, in- 


ready to admit us; but we were obliged 


to face the impetuoſity of the ſtorm, and 
to endure another of compliments. — 1 


hope Lady Foſter does not imagine 1 


could be guilty of ſuch an indecorum as 


fL © receiving her in the ſervants hall No! 
the treaſures of Vigo ſhould not bribe me 
to commit ſuch a ſoleciſm in breeding.“ 
The gates now gave way to the forcible 
attacks of two grey-headed footmen; and 
we were conducted through a ſpacious. 


court, ornamented with ſtocks, gilliflowers, 


and pot-herbs, and ſhaded by tall. hollies, 


into a hall paved with black and white 
marble, and adorned with the portraits of 
Queen Anne, her Royal Conſort, the firſt 


Duke and Ducheſs of Marlborough, Dr. 
| Sacheverel, and other perſonages of note, 
her cotemporaries. From each corner 
China vaſes ſent forth perfume, extracted 
from roſes: a parrot and a monkey, inha- 


bitants 
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bitants of this apartment, ſaluted us at our 

entrance with a ſquall and a chatter; and 
the yelping and bells of little Pompey 
drowned what could not be diverted, the 

compliments of their miſtreſs; who now 


conducted us into a parlour, completely 


furniſhed with patch- -work, where there 
| was no interruption to converſation, ſave 
| what proceeded from the pipes of three 
canary birds, and as many kittens. ' Here . 


— * freſn volley of civility was diſcharged; 
| when a venerable footman approached, 


bearing a ſalver, in the midſt of which 
was placed a pile of Naples-biſcuit, ſur- 


 xounded with glaſſes of ſack, roſa ſolis, and 


ſpirit of clary ; a regale ſo little adapted te 
Lady Foſter's taſte, that ſhe declined it, 
and begged a. diſh of tea. Really,” ſaid 
the lady of the houſe, I am all confuſion 
at omitting the offer of it; but indeed 
] have taken my bohea ſome hours; and 
concluded no- body, but Mrs. Deborah 
Jay, drank it at ſeven in the evening.“ 
Then touching a: bell, and whiſpering a 


_ ſervant, ſhe continued: I am aſhamed 


She has not made her appearance yet; 


© but; 
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but ſhe is practiſing an air of Mr. Han- 
ddel's, and ſinging ſome ſtuff concerning; 
© Suſannah. Surely, my lady, the taſte 
of the age is ſtrangely depraved ſince the 
© ingenious Mr. Purcel charmed us with 
© Ianthe the lovely! Who, that remembers 
him, can bear theſe oratorios, where, I 
< underſtand, Scripture is profanely fung? 


- —But, pray, may I take the liberty 


again to. aſk the name of this young 
2 gentlewoman turning to me)! ? for my 
ears are a little defective.? Her ladyſhip 
anſwered, Prado. But that not ſatisfying 
her curioſity, ſhe informed her I was the 
daughter of an officer, and that my mu 
mother was Lady Catherine H- 
Upon which, ſhe ſaluted me, with, Mrs. 
Prado, I am extremely glad to ſee you: 
I remember Lady Catherine's appear- 
-* ance at court, upon her wedding. 1 
vas then a young creature, and thought 
© her as fine a figure as ever was ſeen: her 
© manteau was ſilver- tiſſue; the petticoat 
embroidered in an emblematical pattern 
of doves and wheat · ſheaves, ſignifying 
peace and plenty. I ſhall never ſee ſo 
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© genteel a perſonage again; though I be- 
+ lieve- you would reſemble her in any. 
other habit: but (you will pardon me) 
that maſculine one would not have been. 
© approved of in thoſe politer days. Mr. 
St. John—O la! I mean the late Lord 
© Bolingbroke, who was a wild witty gen- 


* tleman, faid, ſhe was too fine a woman 


to be the property of one man: and I 


_ © have heard, the ladies were jealous of 


her appearance in the circle.“ She was 
thus haranguing on the incidents of thoſe 
times, when ſhe was interrupted by the 
entrance of the japan tea-table, followed 
by Miſs Jay, who appeared in a flowered. 
ſattin trollopee, flounced up to the ſhoul- 
ders, rather too conſpicuous without thoſe. 
_ ornaments; and her harſh black hair 
bagged up, and adorned with a feather of 
the ſame colour, which was all the cover-- 
ing to a head of the firſt magnitude: her 

ftature is above the genteel. ſtandard; and 
her ſhape perſectly adapted to the late ab- 
ſurd faſhion, without the aid of paſte- 
board: her complexion of the deepeſt. 


olive; and her features too maſculine to. 
be: 
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be expoſed, without the ſhelter of a cap or 


hat. She ran directly to my guardian, 
ſquinting nn n with a ſide-curtſey, 
and cried; My dear Lady Foſter, let 
me die, if I am not immenſely glad to 
+ ſee a rational animal! I beg yon would 


what is going forward at dear Richmond? 
Pray, is that hing there, who made ſuch 
a fuſs laſt ſummer? If you pleaſe to 
explain whom you mean, returned her 
N lady hip. I. will tell you but at preſent 
- © cannot gueſs. “ Nay, I am not ſur- 
priſed your ladyſhip knows nothing of 
her; for ſhe is done with, I dare ſwear: 
but I meant Caroline Verlander; a crea- 


* 


ture that ſtuck herſelf up, becauſe ſome 


0 bucks, When heated with champaign, 5 
did her the honour to lampoon her with 
© praiſes and toaſting, and verſes and ſtuff.” 
EI am very well aquainted with Miſs 
© Verlander,' ſaid Lady Foſter; and aſ- 
ſure you, ſhe is as much and as deſervedly 
admired as ever; and, by her conduct 
and beauty, has captivated the heart of 
one of the moſt accompliſhed gentlemen 


« 1n 
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in the nation, with an eſtate of two thou- 
ſand pounds a year; to whom ſhe is next 
week to be married. Your ladyſnip 


aſtoniſhes me ! what could the man ſee 
in her “ And you, Miſs Jay, as | 


much aſtoniſn me! what could he ſee 


in her ? why, refined ſenſe, prudence, 


good-nature, beauty, and every amiable 
Well, Madam, you 8 


may ſay what you pleaſe; but it is ſhock- 


* ingly. provoking, that a girl with but 
three thouſand: pounds, whoſe father is 
as poor as Job, ſhould: be ſo ſet up. I 
ſuppoſe you know old Verlander loſt all 
he had in the Charitable Corporation; 
and this idol, this doll, I ſhould ſay, was 


obliged, for an education, and the little 


.< ſhe has to truſt to, to a diſtant relation. 
All my comfort is, ſhe' has verified the 


proverb, Fools have fortune. But to 
change this odious ſubject for one quite 
delightful ; pray, Madam, have you 


+ ſeen Bobby Craven at any publie place 
lately? — I frequently: faw a young 
man of that name at Richmond laſt 


year; but had no acquaintance with 


1 
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him.. Your ladyſhip amazes: me! be 


in the ſame place with Bobby, and have 
no acquaintance with him! Why, Ma- 


dam, he is the life and ſoul of all 


company only the very prettieſt fel? 


low upon earth! Such a complexion | 


_ © ſuch charming teeth] underſtands dreſs 
perfectly, and is always in high taſte ; 
plays bragg enchantingly! and his con- 
verſation is ſo witty l- wiſh you could 
have heard _ he ſaid of Car Verlander- 


one morning, at the Wells; I am ſure I 


ſhould not 3 it, if 1 were to live to 
the age of—of—what's his name? the 
old man mentioned in the Bible. You 
© muſt know he had been facetiouſly ſmart 
upon an old parſon, juſt before ſhe en- 
© tered.” 1 dare ſwear,” faid he, that 


4 old Dr,;Claffic thinks himſelf as wiſe as 


_* Methuſalah; and yet I queſtion whe- 
| ther he knows one of his ſtockings is 


% ungartered.” But when Car appeared, 


6 


* he gave her one of his arch kers, ſnrug- 
* ged his ſhoulders, and, fpeaking thro? 


his teeth, in a loud whiſper to me, cried, 
el wiſh from my ſoul, ſome good chriſtian 


e would 
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*. would preſent that girl with a coſmetic ; | 
„or would kindly adviſe her, not to fet 
ke herſelf up for one of t, with that de- 
«* plorable ſpeckled face! Now, I had 
© before remarked a freckle over her left | 
* eyebrow; but never ſaw, till he directed 
my eyes, that ſhe had no leſs than ies 5 
on her right cheek. Ha! ha! ha! 
your ladyſhip muſt excuſe me; I could | 
not then help laughing with the comical 
toad. Lady Foſter, inſtead of joining in 
this fantaſtic laugh, with the greateſt gra- 
vity, replied, © The deſcription you give 
of Mr. Craven exactly correſponds with 

© his general character; and induces me to 
« wiſh, as he has few vices, and only the 
_ © foibles of exceſſive vanity and ignorance, 


* 


<£ he had taken as much pains to merit the 
* applauſe of the valuable part of man- 


+ kind, as he had done to ingratiate him- 
« ſelf with a few of the weakeſt of our 
ſex. — ©] do not underſtand who your 


ladyſhip means by the weakeſt; ſince I 
am ſure he has qualifications to recom- 
mend him to the notice of any lady of 
taſte or fortune : ſomething ſo delicately 


« ſoft. 
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ſoft! in his ſpeech! then his eyes have 


loſt no luſtre by poring over muſty 
books. — You do not mean this as a 
compliment to the young man,' returned 
+ I do not 
know, Madam, what you call ſo; but 
I profeſs, I mean to deſcribe him in the 
« agreeable light the town muſt ſee him in. 


For you Login very well, if a gentleman 


is introduced to any polite rout, he needs 


no author, but charming Hoyle, to 


qualiſy him for ROY Focal Yet this 


I muſt ſay for him, though he does not 
owe any part of his education to the do- 
cuments of a ſet of formal Fuſties in a 
college, he has as much learning as is 


£ 
« 
6 
* 
4 
I 
5 
© requiſite for a man of faſhion; for he 
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conſtantly peruſes the magazines, whilſt 
his ſervant dreſſes his hair; and, as I 


© have heard him, ſay, he did ſome of 


the novels, till he found the authors 


« propoſed a dry moral, rather than enter- 
tainment, and till a prepoſterous work of 
that kind, which came. out in volumes 
enough to furniſh. a library, gave him a 


burst. Indeed I wiſh ſuch ſcribblers 
« would 
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would find other employ ment for their 
fingers: for, becauſe it was thought un- 
genteel not to have read that tedious 
hiſtory, I miſſed I know not how many 
auctions and morning parties, in running 
over the names of the characters, that 1 
might not appear unacquainted with it.“ 
Mrs. Foſter relieved us, by ſaying, * The 
moſt modern work I have peruſed, is 
© the Spettators, with which I was much 


entertained.” — * They are, I believe,” 


Tn Lady Foſter, * eſteemed by the judi- 
cious part of the nation, as a perform- 
ance that does honour to it, and deſerv- 
ing to take place of moſt writings of the 
eſſay kind, in a lady's library; as they 
expoſe ſo delicately thoſe foibles which 
degrade her ſex, and introduce know- 
ledge, and even learning, in ſo genteel 


a dreſs, that they no longer retain the 


muſty forbidding aſpect they wear on the 
ſhelves of the ſtudent, but can mix un- 


diſcerned in the converſations of the tea- 


table, the drawing- room, and the walk. 


There are, beſides, many lately publiſhed 


of the ſame nature, more -particularly 


$ adapted 
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adapted to the preſent times, wrote with 
much ſpirit and taſte, which ſhould not 


be excluded; and I muſt own, the very 


work which was too capacious for Mr. 
Craven's head, 1 would recommend to 
the ſerious peruſal of every young man 
and woman of condition, that deſires a a 
profitable amuſement. Every one as 


they like, ſaid Miſs Jay; but I beg 


we may call another cauſe, or I ſhall be 
vapoured to death.“ I am concerned, 
Mrs. Deborah,” ſaid the elder lady, * to 
hear you rattle thus; and I wiſh you 
would be perſuaded to think of a wor- 


thier object than the effeminate fop you 


are fo pleaſed with. Conſider the com- : 


forts and conveniencies of life are pre- 
ferable to an embroidered ſuit, and a 


point Steinkirł. “ I cannot poſſibly be 


in any danger from what you mention, 


Madam. A point Steinkirk I queſtion 
whether there has been ſuch a thing ſeen. 
theſe hundred years. It may be out 
of vogue now, Mrs. Deborah ; but I 


have known many a giddy creature's 
bear 1 98 by the dreſs, rather than 
6 N 
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400 of a lover; and therefore meant 
a friendly caution. Your grandmother 
£ had the prudence to reject ſeveral beaus, 


© nay ſome wits, who frequented Buttons; 


and made choice of a plain country gen- 
+ tleman, though ſhe was a toaſt in the 
Kit- Kat club. I wiſh you would follow 
© her example; and I dare ſay, Lady 


© Foſter will be of my opinion. I muſt 
tell you, ſiſter, that Mr. Edward Jay 


and myſelf have recommended our ne-- 
phew, Mr. Iſaac Haws, as a ſuitable 
'< huſband for Mrs. Deborah. You muſt 


remember him a comely child; and he 
iis now grown a tall proper gentleman, 


and will have a large eſtate from his fa- 
ther, which may probably be augmented 
by one I need not name. Indeed he is 
not the fineſt bred man you ſhall ſee; 
but that we muſt blame his father for, 
who has kept him from company: tho', 
on reflection, this method of education 
1 appears leſs abſurd chan it would have. 
done in my Royal Miſtreſs's days : for, 
ſiſter, you muſt. perceive the youth of 
+ this age are > ſhametully forward; and - 
2 therefore 


5 „ 8 „ W m , m 


Eds 


8: 


Pas BROTHERS. 12t 


therefore I ſhould conceive, in reference 
to an huſband, Mr. Iſaac's ignorance, in 
ſome reſpects, would be rather a recom- 
mendation than an objection; and the 


young couple might paſs a very agree- 


able life together.. For goodneſs-ſake, 
Madam, do not talk of leading an 
agreeable life with the ruſtic, who never 

ſaw a maſquerade, ridotto, or rout! A 
fine figure I ſhould cut, ftuck up in a. 
coach with the brute! and it muſt, be 
extravagantly agreeable, when I. was: 
dreaming over the pleaſures of the town, 
to be rouſed from the delightful viſion 


by the melody of his huntſman ! Be- 


ſides, did ever any mortal in the crea- 
tion propoſe happineſs in marrying a 
clown, who would root one to the ſame. 


© {pot with his oaks for an age, and ex- 
« pet one to be new- dreſſed no oftener 


than they are? Or ſay he might be com 


plaiſant enough to make one an extraor- 
© dinary preſent, on the winning a plate, 


_ 


or ſome ſuch feſtival, one could have no 
opportunity of ſnewing one's finery; 


? Doan ſpouſe, engaged in a roarting-bou? 


6 with 


Vo L. I. 5 


—— — 


— 
5 
. > 


. 4 
© * 


: Ln 


2 


$22 TAE BROTHERS. 


* with the neighbouring ſavages, ſhould = 


permit Clodpate to drive me to a hop, at 


s 
a petty. market-town, where my dreſs 
might excite the envy of the cherry- 
© cheeked maukins, and I have the honour 
6 uh dance with the mayor. Dear me ! 
64 


let me intreat you, Mrs. Deborah, to 
conſider what you ſay: you have never 
experienced the pleaſures of a rural life.“ 


“ Nor ever deſire it, Madam; for the 
deſcription J have given of them I had 
from Lady Fidget; who, after having 
© been buried five years in the country 5 


with Sir Roger, upon _ death, is re- 
turned to the world. If I am not 
<- miſtaken,” ſaid Lady F oller, that lady 


Y had greater cauſe for chagrin before ſhe 
© fled to that aſylum with the ſlender re- 
© mains of a conſiderable fortune, ſquan- 


«. dered amongſt gameſters; and had rea- 


© ſon to be more grateful to an huſband, 


© who faved her from abſolute ruin, and 
< left her in poſſeſſion of a much larger 


' © eſtate; which her return to the world, 


as you call it, may find employment 
* Nay, Madam, I-do not pretend 
1-040 
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to ſay her ladyſhip i is quite faultleſs; for 
though ſhe is an immenſe fine lady in 
moſt reſpects, ſhe has an odious fancy in 
ſilks. In recounting to me the elicit 
ſhe enjoyed 1 in the country, ſhe menti- 


oned the viſits of the parſon? s. wife, Who 


almoſt killed her, by reporting the ma- 


ladies of the peaſants; and ſeemed to a 
expect ſhe ſhould turn her houſe into an 


hoſpital for their relief, *Tis ten chances | 


to one, ſhe ſays, whether ſuch a creature 


; underſtands more of cards, than to play 
« a ſet at whiſt in the Chriſtmas holidays 
for ſixpence a corner; when perhaps Mr. 
Formal her huſband might ſay grace 
over them, as on the plumb - pottage and 
pies which followed. Sure this muſt be 


inſupportable to any woman bleſt with a 
modiſh education, Talk not to me of 
comfortable living with a partner for 


life, who can feed me and my chickens; 
with whom I might exiſt, not live; and 
from whom I mult go to the birds for 


converſation, to the brooks for muſic, 


and to the trees and cows for company. 
n!. * you Have any chriſtianity; nay, 
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if you have any the leaſt Humanity, 1 
muſt beg and beſeech you never more 
mention Nyky (as his father calls him) 

to me.. Dear me! Mrs. Deborah, 
what can poſſeſs you to talk in this N 
ner? — I beg, Madam, you would not 
ſo frequently wound my ears with a re- 
petition of that vulgar appellation you 
gave me at the fount. I declare I had 


rather never have been chriſtened at all: 


beſides, I have another name z and no 
mortal, but you and my papa, would 
think of that odious one.“ I aſſure 
you, Mrs. Jay, I never was aſhamed of 
the name you are ſo free with; and my 
brother Haws can tell you, Mrs. Deborah 
Fofter has made no inconſiderable figure, 


when inſcribed on glaſs, I have pro- 


miſed you ſhould receive my nephews 
viſit to-morrow ; and I hope you are 
better bred than to refuſe it: though I 
would by no means ſolicit you to a 


breach of decorum. As deſirous as I am 


of the alliance, do not expect you 

ſhould receive him with ſmiles at this in- 

terview, or look him in the face, till the 
5 5 s writings 1 
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mn . writings are adjuſted.—I was ſurpriſed | 
to find this dialogue carried on between 
two. ladies, each of which ſeemed to 
Fe: think herſelf a pattern of politeneſs, in the 
BY preſence: of one whom it no- way concern- 
ed. The elder lady now ſeemed to re- 
collect her error; and addreſſing me 
1 ] ought to make a thouſand apologies, 
Mrs. Prado, for engaging in a diſcourſe 
ſo foreign to you; but the deſire I have 
of intereſting my ſiſter in the affair, 


© will, 1. hope, plead my excuſe,” I re- 
turned a bow, and ſhe proceeded : . 
« think, Lady Foſter, reſpect to the 
£ memory of Sir Ambroſe: muſt render 
you a well-wiſher to his family : per- 


© haps your ſentiments would have more 
«- weight with Mrs. Deborah than mine; 
4 and I wiſh you would favour her with 


© them.” After a pauſe, her ladyſhip 
100 It would afford me great ſatis- 


faction to be any-ways inſtrumental 
* © towards. conferring happineſs on Miſs 


« Jay and our nephew: but till they are 


j < hetter acquainted with each other, I 


« cannot judge how far the propoſed al- 
| G 3 * liance. 
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+ liance will anfwer that end.“ Thus 
ended a conference I am more tired with 
tranſcribing, 'than' with my journey: ſo 
| hall bid my dear papa adieu for to- 
night, with Mrs. F oſter s wiſh of Nala 
: dreams. 5 


HAF. 


Ii Prado; In Continuation. | . 
Mrs. Foſter? 8 "ſtudy; 


F riday, May 27. 
10 clock. 


. dicate the hour before dinner to my 


| dens parent; to whom I muſt relate a ri- | 
diculous dialogue, which reached my ears 
through a flight wainſcot partition, that : 


ſeparates Miſs Jay's apartment from mine. 


Is paſſed between that lady and her ſer- 


vant, whilft ſhe was riſing this morning. 
The firſt ſentence I heard, was pronounced 


by the former.—“ Well, Traverſe, what | 
fſays Mrs. Orrice of Miſs Prado? 1 


0 * ances, Ma' am, that Mrs, Orrice is not 
£ over= 


s I am drefſed fie the . 1 all ae. 
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s over-willing to ſuppreſs all ſhe knows; ſo 
I can pick nothing out of her; but Mr. 


1 Jerry, who is more freer and ſenſitive, 
« ſays, that Miſs Prado and her father 

© came from no- body knows where, and 
© lodged at a farm-houſe, when her ladyj- 
1 « ſhip invited her to The Grainge ; and he 


« gueſſes by the old gentleman's going for 


* 2 ſoldier, and ſome other inklings, that 


* Miſs has not a great deal to truſt to, 


more than my Lady's favour. No, 
6 © Fraverſe, I dare ſwear ſhe has not: I 
© ſee ſhe is an immenſe low creature; yet 5 
my old aunt thinks her handſome.— 
Handſome, Ma'am, and your la hip 


preſent ! Yes, ſhe had the barbarity 


- to tell me ſo to my face. But, thanks 


ze praiſed, I can ſee without ſpectacles 


and I find nothing but a lifeleſs ſtarched 


« prude in the picture. La! Ma'am, 


as your la'ſhip marks, ſhe is ſactſy like a 


picture; and I think the Ducheſs of 


© Malbrow's, in the hall, very much ſembles 
by her. Prithee, wench, make no fuch 


* prepoſterous compariſons ; the Dutcheſs 


+ was a toaft in her antediluvian days: but 


G4 228 this 
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7 


« 


1 


7 


_ * this girl, I am ſure, has no pretenſions 
10 beauty. However, I am vext ſhe 
came hither juſt at this time; for I pro- 
© poſed ſome diverſion in plaguing my 
C couſin Nyky ; and ſhe may diſappoint 
me.“ Why, Ma'am, if his honour 
ſhould be amoured with her, it would be 
very lucky, as you do not like his court- 
ſhip.— Enamoured! a likely matter, 
truly et, ſince you have ſtarted ſuch 
an unaccountable thought, I will own, 
as much as I deſpiſe him, I ſhould be” - 
* ſorry he ſhould fling away ſuch a for- 
tune on a girl that 3 knows ; and 
no mortal can tell what an abſurd fancy 
he may have: therefore, be ſure you ob- 
ſerve, my orders. About dreſſing- time 
wait upon her, and I will engage Mrs. 
Orrice. Offer your aſſiſtance; and be 
ſure fork ber aut. Ves, Ma'am, I will 
be ſure to exalt my utmoſt endeavours 
to make her look like a fright. But, 
| Ma' am, I have examined Mr. Jerry 
about his honour Squire Craven; and 


he told me, if 1 wanted to write to my 


couſin Peter, he would give 1 me a tran- 
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5 ſcription to the town where he is gone 
with his maſter; for I went a round 
2 © about way to work, and pretended Mr. 
Peter was my kinſman, that he might 
not ſuſpect any thing from my queſtions, 
So, Ma'am, if your la'ſhip has a letter 
bo to ſend, ' thinks I can get it conveyed | 
5 very privacy. Dear Traverſe, that is 
aaa lucky thought ! Mr. Craven pro- 
© poſed viſiti Iting me here; and it would be 
© egregiouſly diſagreeable to receive him, 
wailſt Miſs Prado is in the family. 
B You may now leave me; for I hear a 
„ ruſtling on the ſtair - caſe. - N. 
Ma'am; but your la'ſhip, I billeve; 
© has forgot uh 1 8 that was ſo diſbe- 
coming. O, you may take it.“ 
Hearing the door immediately open, and 
; finding the dialogue ended, I left my 
chamber for the breakfaſting- room, in 
: which we all aſſembled at ten, with what 
1 ſentiments of Miſs Jay, you may gueſs. 
| } Tngdeed Tam but an ill difſembler; and I 
„ FF d9oubr there appeared! rather more cool 
— i neſs and referve in the return I made to 
s 3 der very civil enquiries after my. "repoſe 
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theprecedingnight, than was conſiſtent with 4 


whatis ſtyled good manners. Mrs. Foſter is 


ſo fearful of tranſgreſſing againſt what ſhe. 
calls decorum, that ſhe gives my good lady 
| and me no ſmall pain, by ceremoniouſly 


adhering to her notions of it. Lady Foſter 
_ aſking me if I intended. feribbling, this 


morning, and I replying i in the affirmative, | 
her ſiſter made many apologies for not in- 
troducing me into her ſtudy; where, ſhe 

faid, I ſhould find proper materials; and 
made me promiſe to tell her when ĩt would 
be agreeable for me to be ſhewn into that 


apartment. At twelve I retired to my 


_drefling-room, whither Mrs, Traverſe of- 
ficiouſly followed me; and ſaid, as Mrs. 


Orrice was ſo obliging to direct her lady 
in the forming a pompone, which was not 
yet finiſhed, ſhe hoped my la ſhip would 


permit her the honour of dreſſing me. . 1 


£ 


was very near laughing in her face, at 


this well-concerted propoſal. _ 1 anſwered, 
it was very well; but 1 wanted no aſſiſt- 


her offers, I ſaid, I would ring when 1 
wanted her ; and ſhe withdrew. Having 


equipped 


| ance. She continuing to teize me with 
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equipped myſelf, rang; and ſhe ſeemed 
greatly ſurpriſed and mortified, when 1 
told her I had no farther occaſion for her, 
than to inform Mrs. Foſter I was ready to 
attend her into the ſtudy. Upon which 
_ meſſage the old lady appeared, and con- 
ducted me into this room, which might, 
with equal propriety, have been denomi- 
nated the China- room, as I diſcern rather 
moreof that commodity than any other fur- 


niture, She has placed me at a *ſcritoire of 


ebony, inlaid with mother of pearl; from 
whence I will now ariſe, to take a ſurvey 
of the few books, which make a ſhowy 


appearance through the glafs frames, 


I: juſt ſtay. to give you a catalogue of 


5 the library, in its order; and will | finiſh 
this letter in my own apartment : for the 
ſmell of mufk and civet is ſo ſtrong here, 


J fear it will deprive me of oy W 8 


Folio ſhelves, filled wit 
Ibraham; Caſſandra; Cleopatra; Holy 


Court; Grey's 8 Love- letters; Foxe's'Book. 
of Martyrs; an Atlas; French Diction- 
** dedicated to the Duke of Glouceſter; 


8 6. * 
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| Stilling fleet's, South's, and Tillotſon': 8 Ser- 
Ill mons; England's; Black Tribunal; the 


| 
1 Atalantis compleat; Government of the 
| Tongue; the Tatlers; the Ladies Li- 
C 5 the Spectators; the Guardians; 
| 

| 


Behn's Novels; Suckling's Poems; Hive 
of ſacred Honey-combs ; Purcel's Songs, 
with Notes; Dryden's Plays—MN. B. The 
State of Innocence much foiled—Book of 
1 Good- manners; the Chriſtian Monitor; 
a Ducheſs of Marlborough's . Apology ; 
| . Glanville upon Witches; Mandeville's 
|| Travels; Malbranche's Search after Truth; 
; Norris's Ideal World; a MS. bound in 
Morocco, containing, Recipes for Waſhes, 
Pomatums, &c. a Treatiſe on the Duty of 
5 Faſting; the Compleat Cha. 
J had neither time nor patience to take 
down the titles of the remainder, though 
Mrs. Orrice had not come to inform me 
my company was expected. in the Japan- 
_ parlour. 
T Saturday W May 28. 
As the ladies of the family are not yet 
Atlas I will give you the occurrences of 
eg. = 
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We had not been long aſſembled in the 


Japan- -parlour, before a young man, of a 
clumſy gigantic make, habited in a blue 
pluſn frock, ſcarlet waiſtcoat edged with 
| gold galoon, a ſlouched hat, and long g whip 5 
In his hands, and a white callico cap on 
his head, entered the room, and moving 
directly up to Mrs. Foſter, gave her a loud 


ſmack, crying, * Aunt Foſter, your ſer- 


© vant.” Then, turning to me, This is 
© couſin Deb, I ſuppoſe : and inſtantly 
threw his great arms round my neck; 
from which, with no ſmall confuſion and 
difficulty, I diſengaged it. Bleſs me 


nephew, cried Mrs. Foſter, © how have 


you tranſgreſſed the baunds of good- 
manners! I hope, Mrs. Prado, you will 


„ Pangen him; but I ought indeed to have 
« preſented him.“ So flying, ſhe took his 


hand, and led him to Miſs Jay:; This 


« gentleman, Mrs. Deborah, is your 
couſin Iſaac, who begs the honour of 
ſaluting your fair hand.. Hold, hold, 


28 


« aunt, pleaſe to ſpeak for yourſelf ; be 
you tell Zouncers. I never begged ſuch 
* a thing. Nay, you need not colour, 


© couſin 
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couſin Deb; I ſhall not trouble you, 
not I. I thought this Miſs might be 
20 you: but though I was our, I hope there 
ais no great hurt done ;* ſeating himſelf: 
in a window at my elbow. Before you 
© fit down, nephew, ſaid the elder lady, 
Lit would be proper to pay your reſpects 
to another relation preſent.— »With all 
my heart, if you will point to her; elſe 
„ ſhall blunder again. Do you not 
remember me, Sir?“ ſaid Lady Foſter; 
you paſſed a ſummer with me at This 
_* Grainge, in your mother's :Jife-rime.*— 
Conveying the fingers of his left hand 
under his cap, and twirling it round, with 
- his eyes fixed on her, he replied, *©T beg. 


your pardon, my Lady; now you put 


it into my head, I know WhO you are: 
but I could not call to mind your viſage 
«at firſt. Yes, yes, I remember uncle Sir 


© Ambroſe. I have got the wooden hobby 


© he gave me, ſet up now in the Jumber- 
room; for you know I may have a ſtrip... 
* ling of my own, one of theſe days, to 
« rige on it. Why, my Lady, you carry 
4 K eras years well '—+ Fie, Oy what 


* a . 
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1 After dinner, all the company, but Miſs 


Tar BROTHERS. 135 


a a ſpeech is that? —My Lady is not ſo 
© old*—* As you, aunt; no, not by many 
© a good year; though ſhe is a fine piece of 

antiquity.— I hope Mr. Iſaac, you do 
not intend fitting down to table in that 
1 night cap. Not, if you take offence 


S at: 1t- but J was in a heat when 1 


came in; ſo I threw my wig upon the 
© ſlab in the hall.“ Mrs. Traverſe that 
inſtant appearing with her miſtreſs's ſnuff- 


box, he applied to her“ Pray, my 


N dear, be ſo kind to fetch my wig, and 
OF take off my ſpurs; J for I have ſent Na- 
© than after Ducheſs, which I loſt upon 


© the road; and I would not take ten gui- 


© neas of the beſt money in. Chriſtendom 
for her.“ — Dear me! nephew, you 
could not, ſure, be ſo indelicate, as to 
put on your wig, and pull off your boots, 
© before ladies. I beg you would retire; 
and Mrs, Traverſe will be fo good to 
* ſend David or Humphry to your affiſt- 
15 ance? T0 ſhew you, aunt, that 1 do 
know manners, 1 will go.” 80 ſayihg, 


he diſappeared, till dinner was ſerved up. 
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| Jay, went into the withdrawing- room. Mrs. 
Foſter perceiving ſhe did not follow, ſaid, 
Now, nephew, you have a fair opportu- 


* nity of making your addreſſes to Mrs, 


« © Deborah, who is left alone. I preſume, 
your father and Mr. Edward Jay have 


agreed upon fettlements; therefore, it is 


© time you ſhould have ſome conference 


© with her.“ 


< Pſha! pſha! aunt, 


— though my father i is ſuch an old fool as 
* ro think to marry me againſt my own. 


© conſent, I hope you have more wit. I 


* cannot abide to be ſhut up with her; for 


I do not fancy her: and if we come to 


talk, we may differ: ſo I had better ſtay 


C here.” —* Dear me] 1 bluſh for you. 


0 What can ſhe think of ſuch behaviour, 


© after having been courted by. all your 
g friends to receive your addreſſes Wo Let 
her be courted by who ſhe will, 1 neyer 


courted her: and I never deſign it; ſee. 
ing ſhe looks homely and ill-conditioned, = 
4 Nephew, J muſt tell you, if you perſiſt i 
* in this retrograde behaviour, vou. will 
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cular tone of voice, ſeemed. not to be loſt. 
upon him. And my Lady adding, a re- 
fuſal of this requeſt would be rude, he 
cried, * I hope you are not angry; I was 
but in joking, —Yet—I don't know—L 
am apt to be daſhed before ſtrangers: 
and then, you know, couſin Deb 1 1s not 

N ſo big a beauty as ſome are. — 1 do not 
pretend to ſay, Mr. Iſaac, ſhe. 13.85 - 
© handſome as the Spencer family; but ſhe _ 
© is tall,'—Yes, yes, ſhe is tall enough for 
*a May-pole, if ſhe was but as lender. 
, © However, ſhe did not make herſelf; ſo 
| * the cannot take offence at what I fay: 
and ſince I muſt ſpeak to her, if you or 
my Lady will go with me, I'll go to 
her.“ Mrs. Foſter took him at his 
word, and led him into the room ad- 
joining to that wherein ſhe left us; where 
they found Miſs Jay practiſing a country- 
dance, as we imagined by their converſa- 


tion, which was carried on in ſuch audible 
voices, we could not avoid hearing it. 
The firſt greeting was from Mr. Haws, 
who cried, * Belike, couſin Deb, you are 
hot wich running about the room like 

wild- 


1 
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© wild-fire : don t you think! it is cooler i " 
« the garden, or where my Lady is? — 


* you? pray go: but J hate theſe hideous 


not minded for a walk, I would not be 


me! what does the creature mean? 


— Firſt, coufin, I muſt take upon me to 


* folks: and as to looking at you, I am. 


« Who you were: ſeeing your hair done 


ther, and 7rinkums, I thought you might 
belong to a company of curmedians ; or 


London about your Jews; and I could. 
not tell but there might be another, and 
, conceited you were come into this coun- 


try 


If you think ſo, couſin-· what- do- they-call- i 
© alcoves'—* No, couſin, no; if you are 


ſo unmannerly to go without you, now I 
* came on purpoſe to ſee you. To ſee 


C Why, you have hardly caſt your eyes 
towards me, ſince you entered the houſe. 
D What buſineſs can you have- with me?” 


ſay, Jam no more a creature than ouhber 


ſſure I ſtared the moment I ſet my foot 
into che room; not that I rightly knew 


*in ſuch a faſhion, and that crow's fea- 


that you were a Jew: for you know, a 
few years ago, there was a great blow at 
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* try, to be out of the way of talk. 
Prepoſterous animal! has your "EY 
© refidence been amongſt the e 


that you never ſaw a Chriſtian before? 


© Couſin Deb, I would have you to know, To 

© Tiſee as good-looking Chriſtians as ſome 
© Folks; every day J live. There's Mifs— 
* along with my Lady, is ſomething like“ 


— Like who? your dairy-maid, or 


ſome ſuch mauks ? 1 believe ſhe is. — 
Now there, couſin, you are out: for 
© ſhe is no more like a ferving- maid, than 
C ſome folks are like her. But that's nei- 
ther here nor there, 1 ſuppoſe you 


know why my father ſent me here.'— 


© By the brutality of your behaviour, I 


* gueſs to affront me. — No, there, 


© couſin, you are ont again: he ſent me 
upon quite and clean another buſineſs, 
149 you muſt needs think by my zont's 


talk. ] know nothing of your aunt's 


diſcourſe ; nor have I heard a fyltable 
© worthy à place in my memory, fince 


« your Areva — Then, couſin 2 if ; 


0 Enthee, do not coufis Deb me. 1 have 
2 
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not patience to think it is my misfortune 5 
5 to be at all allied to ſuch an uncouth 


0 monſter.— Since you do not like to 
claim kindred with me, Miſs Deb, I will 


* tell you. flat and plain, I have no deſire : 
to couſin you: ſo you need not put 
vourſelf into ſuch a furmity, fuſſel, and 
« call folks names. 1 ſhould not have 
come on my own bead, but only out of 
duty to my father; for he ſwore he would 
1 diſinherit me, if 1 did not: and here 
and put off a cricket-match : 
on purpoſe to oblige bim; and you give 
me ill language. Q 7 thought, indeed, 


have! gone an 


how it would be, by what Dorcas ſaid: 


1 


0 were in your fare oo 1 the 


© ſays, ſhe ſaw enough of you to know, you 
« and I could never ſet our horſes together. 
But be as croſs as you pleaſe; my father 


« ſhan't have it to ſay, 1 did not do his 
« errand: ſo. he bid me tell you, that 


« your father and he deſigned you and I 


ſhould be married together; that's all.— ' 


130 — All! 


1 


© ſhe remembred you, ever ſince ſhe _ 
% ome to London with. Nx. mother, for 3 


I could ſay more, if you were not ſo 
5 ſaappiſh. Out with it, I beſeech 1 


4 


U 


8 


c 
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© All! very frank and conciſe, 15 5 me 


die! And is this the very fineſt 8 | 
he taught you for the occaſion? No; 


and T will be immenſely complaiſant ; 


[4 F 1 


are certainly the moſt extraordinary ! 


What would I give, Mr. Craven were 
here to railly the ruſtic ?? — © I do not 
know, couſin, what Jack a dandy you 
« wiſh for: but if the beſt he that wears 
a head was to rail at me, I'd ſoon be in 
© his bread-baſket, and make him remem- 
ber me the longeſt day he has to live. 
Heaven defend me from your brutal 

clutches !'—" Nay, nay, it is not my 


c 


for of all the animals in the creation you 


deſire to have any-thing to do with you; 


TI have told you, it is all my father's 


ſeeking : ſo, if you do not fancy me any 


more than I do you, you are free to leave 


me for them that may, And now I have 


ſpoke my mind, with your Fuer I will 


go and ſee after my Lady. Stay, 


monſter !—dare to quit this room, till I | 


permit ac and 1 will . —— to your 
father 


—— — 
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father of your treatment of me. Nay, 
now, couſin Deb, why ſhould you put 
+ yourſelf into ſuch a heat, ſeeing you do 

not like me? I do not care much what 
you tell my father. I am ſure, I have 
been more mannerly than you; and 
never offered to give you a name, for all 
vou have called me ſo many.“ Lady 

Foſter had ſo much compaſſion. for the 
young man, whom ſhe perceived, Miſs Jay 
was determined to confine with her, out of 
ſpite, that ſhe fent Humphry. into the 
room, to inform them, their company was 
required at tea. Upon which, Mr. Haws 
made his eſcape, with little leſs ſatisfaction 
than a delinquent lays hold of an act of 
grace; and Miſs Jay aſcended the ſtairs, 
bidding the ſervant tell us, ſhe was ſo 
much indiſpoſed, ſhe was obliged to retire 


to ber ee z as I muß now to my 


Ml; 
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Fe 1 A 1 x. 
Mi Prado ; * In Continuation, 


| Saturday Night. 


HE reply Miſs Jay ſent to the tea 
invitation ſo alarmed her aunt, who 
is really very fond of her, that ſhe deſired 


Lady Foſter and me to attend her up to 
Miſs Jay's apartment; where we found 
her walking-to-and-fro, rating Traverſe in 
ſo loud a voice, that it was evident her 
diſorder had not affected her lungs. The 
aunt, with the utmoſt earneſtneſs, deſired 


to know what was the cauſe of theſe frantic 
emotions. Miſs Jay, in a burſt of tears, 
cried, © That brutal fellow, your nephew, 


has affronted me in the groſſeſt manner.” 


— Dear me! I am extremely ſorry he 
* ſhould be ſo il|-bred, as to commit any 
* indecorum, I hope he had more man- 

© ners than to offer a ſalute.'—* A ſalute! 
Madam, no; that I could never have 


© ſurvived: but he has ſhocked my ears 
18 "wth duch ſtuff l Indeed, Mrs: De- 


* borah, 
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KR 


tion. His father is too apt to be indeli- 


© cate in his converſation. Mrs. Traverſe, 


will you be fo good to ſtep to Horton, 
© and tell her, I have made ſome altera- 


tion in the bill of fare for to-morrow, 

© which ſhe will find on the round table in 
the ſtudy,* She was no ſooner gone to 
execute this order, than Mrs. Foſter pro- 


ceeded, There are ſome things which we 


may relate to each other, improper for a 
© ſervant's ear. I have therefore diſpatched 
yours, that I may give you an inſtance 

© of my brother Haws's indelicacy. Some 
years ſince, I carried him to dine at Lord 


< Marſham's, where was Lord Oxford, 


and ſeveral other gentlemen and ladies of 


quality; before whom he remarked, that 


© had left the thigh of a'woodcock on 


my plate; and ſaid aloud, . So, ſiſter! 


c And your oye i „ « You will 


© excuſe my repeating the groſs expreſſion 
© that followed; the ſignification of which 
© is, One may look on more than one's tomach 
q can contain. 1 declare, I was out of coun- 
tenance 


borah, I am ſorry for it: yet we muſt 
make allowances for nature and educa- 
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-* tenance the whole day. But if my ne- 
< phew has uſed any ſuch indecent expreſ- 
« ſions, I am ſure it was inadvertently, and 


not with any intention of offending ;z 


tor I can plainly ſee he is deeply in love; 


though he may not expreſs his paſſion in 


© the language of Orsondates.”—* Oroon- 
< dates! no, Madam, he behaved more 
© like Orſon : not that I can accuſe him of 


© uttering any-thing of the nature you 


© apprehend, but ten thouſand timed | 
© worſe; for he called me F-w.* She 


then related his whole converſation, verba- 


tim. At which, her aunt ſaid, Dear 

* Mrs. Deborah! how you alarmed me ax 

firſt! T own, he was unpolite; though 
find leſs ſo than I feared : and ſince both 
your parents have ſet their hearts upon 
the alliance, I hope you will overlook 
the defects in his education, and permit 
me to conciliate matters, before your fa- 
ther hears of this breach; otherwiſe he 
may think it proper to prohibit the com- 
pany of other gentlemen.“ This hint 


Fa KR K 


a 4 * - 


K 


| = had the deſigned effect: Miſs Jay's coun- 


tenance brightened up, and ſhe attended 
8825 To H us 
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us down-ſtairs ; where, after tea, ſhe pro- 


poſed a rubber at whiſt, My Lady de- 
clared ſhe. had no objectien to:cards for an 
Sour or two. Mrs. Foſter hoped we could 
form a ſett without her; for ſhe played no 
game but 4aſſet, or loo. The velvet card- 
table Was produced; and converſation, as 
uſual, gave place to this prevailing amuſe. 
Mment-z in which we paſſed two hours, 
without any interruption, but that which 
| proceeded from Mr. Haws; who, re- 
marking the loweſt ſequence upon the 
table, inſiſted on ſaluting the dealer. Since 
upper, I have had a tete à tete conference 
with my dear guardian, who aſked my 
opinion of Mr. Haws and Miſs Jay.— 
_ anſwered, Tou will pardon me, Madam, 
if, upon ſo flight an acquaintance, I 


think myſelf unqualified to pronounce 
upon either. Well, but do you not 


think both their characters very abſurd ?? 
Indeed, Madam, from what I have re- 
marked in the behaviour of both, I am 
# inclined to ſuppoſe a defect in their edu- 
4 cations, rather than in their natural diſ- 


s poſiti ons. our ſuppoſition, my fe i: 
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© is as juſt, as it is lenient, I wiſh every 
© perſon would be as cautious in giving 
their ſentiments of others; we ſhould 
not then ſee foibles aggravated to crimes, 
from raſhor ſplenetic miſrepreſentations. 
© The errors moſt conſpicuous in the con- 
duct of theſe young people will, to an 
1 humane mind, appear to be derived from 
the ſource you mention; and I, who am 
well acquainted with the diſpoſitions of 
their parents, can trace their origin. Old 
Mr. Haws imagines (at leaſt would in- 


ſtill that notion into his ſon), that the 55 


rental authority is unlimited; and, 
prevent his receiving better ee Ray = 
deprives him of every opportunity of 

_* enlightening his underſtanding by ſociety 
+ ſuitable to his birth and fortune. A 
tacit confeſſion this, methinks, of his 


error, and a procedure that is generally 
attended with the ſevere puniſhment of 
being conſcious, his heir would rather 
rejoice at than lament the event, which 


gives him, at once, liberty and fortune. 


Mr. Jay, being deeply engaged in the 
mercantile way of life, had little leiſure, 
H 2 Bs, and 
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left intirely to his wife, a gay girl, whom 


6 
4 accompliſhment, than a taſte for dreſs 
& 


[| home, and initiated her into all the pre- 

_ + yailing amuſements of the town. She 
1 played at routs, danced at ridottoes and 
[ * maſquerades, before ſhe was ſixteen. At 


Which period her mother caught her 
« death, by a trip to Vauxhall, in the be- 


| 

[ gginning of the ſeaſon. Since that time, 
| « Miſs Jay has preſided at the head of her 
« father's table; and having no-body 
more experienced to adviſe her, has 
continued in the ſame track her mother 
had led her into, till her father, alarmed, 
as J have told you, at the report of her 
s being purſued by a young man, who 


| 71 and leſs inclination, to attend to the 
£ education of his daughter; which he 


he married with her parents approba- 
tion, without ever conſulting her incli- 
£ nations; and who, as ſoon as the child 
quitted the nurſery, ſent her to a board- 
ing: ſchool, without requiring any farther 


and dancing. At fourteen ſhe took her 
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has been heard to declare, his ſole vier 
vas to her fortune, ſent her hither. I ? 
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© muſt own, had 1 been his adviſer, I 


© ſhould have taken different meaſures : 
+ ſince thoſe he has purſued wall probably 
* raiſe an averſion. in her to any match 


© propoſed by him. And as I really think 


* ſuch an alliance as he would form with 


Mr. Haws extremely improper, fron 


* the different bent of the young people I 
* inclinations, I am determined to remain 


© neuter in the affair.“ 
I ſhall ſeal this letter immediately; as I 
am ſure, my dear Sir, you will expect 1 
ſhould have a ſuperior employment on the 
approaching feſtival: therefore, with the 


good wiſhes of this houſhold, ſubſcribe 
myſelf, 


» : 


Your 3 
and affectionate daughter, 
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CHAP, I 
X /FTSS Prado diſpatched her pacquer: 
on Whitſunday morning to the 
pPoſt-town; and as, on that day, 
the ladies of the family, after divine ſervice, 
choſe to ſpend their hours apart, I will 
paſs on to Monday night; when Lady 
Foſter received the following letter, by 
an expreſs, from Mr. Prado's ſervant. 
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To Lady Foſter, 5 
At The Willows, Kent. 


Portſmouth, May 29, 17377 


AM ſorry to tell your ladyſhip the bad 
1 news: but my maſter is fo ill, that 
his doors think him in ſome June 6 and 
they wiſh he had a careful friend about 
him. His honour is now very ſenſible; 
though he has been out of his head, at 
times, for theſe two days; and he is very 
loth to let my young lady know how he 
is: but, as the doQtors have perſuaded 
him, he has ordered me to write this, 
hoping your ladyſhip will excuſe it from 
my hand, to deſire your ladyſhip would 
be pleaſed to tell Miſs how he is: for he 
thinks you would tell her better than I 
and deſire ſhe would come to him, he lays, 
to take his laſt bleſſing. But I hope he is 
not ſo. bad as that neither; though he is 
come out very full with pimples : and the 
_ doctors ſay, he has got the ſmall-pox. His 
hondur has all poſſible care taken of him; 
but he does not like the nurſes ſhould give : 
him 
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him any-thing; and is always wiſhing for 
my young lady. If ſhe cannot bring a 

maid with her, the woman's daughter 
where we lodge ſays ſhe ſhall be ready 00 
Wait upon her. Which 1 is all at . 
from, 
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Your Ladyſhip's 


H umble ſervant to command, 


 Joszen Hazes. | 


Mas, F oſter, remarking oreat perturba- 
2 tion in her ſiſter's countenance, during the 
; peruſal of this epiſtle, faid, ſhe hoped it 
! contained no bad news. Without making . 
reply, ſhe quitted the room, for her own + 
apartment; from whence ſhe ſent for the 
old lady, and communicated the contents 
of the letter; conſulting how to break the 
affair to Miſs Prado; who was now ſum- 
moned by them, and acquainted, by her 
good guardian, with the melancholy in- 
telligence; and at the ſame time ſoothed 
with the moſt endearing expreſſions of af. 
feclion, and the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of 
r gien, ſhould the worſt happen. that 
H 1 might . 
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might be expected: adding, . would 
6 very readily accompany you in this 
journey, my dear child, if I had ever had 
the diſtemper; but Orrice, who has had 
© it, and is a truſty diſcreet perſon, ſhall. 


© attend you.” The young lady anſwered, 


with tears, In the midſt of the affliction 
this alarming information gives me, I 
© am truly ſenſible of your ladyſhip's 
'* goodneſs. And if the all-wiſe Diſpoſer 
0 of my fate thinks proper to render me 
quite an orphan, I ſhall {till be grateful, 
for raiſing me up ſuch a friend. I ought 
to pay my duty to my dear father, as he 


: requeſts it; and, with your approba- 


tion, ſnould be glad to ſet out as ſoon as 
© poſſible. And yet (her tears ſtreaming 
* afreſh) good Heaven avert my fears! I 
may experience ſuch a diſappointment as 


my pious parent, when he obeyed his 


£ 
4 

1 mother's laſt ſummons.“ — © I cannot 
$ 


wonder at or blame your apprehenſions,? 


returned Lady Foſter z * but let me in- 
treat you, my dear, to call up all your 


« fortitude ; and ſhould the moſt dreaded 
event happen, look up o, and confide 
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© 71, the care of your ſupreme ommipotent- 
« Father ; to whoſe favour and protection 


the conſtant tenour of your actions has 


given you a claim: then conſider me, 


as his earthly agent, who will, whilſt 
life and ability are lent me, aſſiſt you im. 


* all your undertakings; and bear a mo- 
6 ther's part in all the turns of your life - 
and fortune. Mrs. Foſter condoled 


with her; and, as is uſual in ſuch caſes, 
deſired her to reflect on the loſſes others 
had ſuſtained; inſtancing thoſe of her 


Royal Miſtrefs, in Prince George and the 


Dube of Glouceſter, The young afflicted 
found little relief by ſuch converſation, 


and was. too much abſorbed in ſorrow to 


carry on any other that night: and retired 


to bed, without joining the relt of the 


family. 
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N Tueſday morning Lady F oſter and 
b her ward were but juſt riſen, when 
they were informed, a gentleman, Who 


called himſelf Oſmond, was waiting be- 


low to pay his reſpects to them. Lady 
Foſter went down; and was accoſted by 
Mr. Oſmond, with, I paſſed laſt night 
« at Eleham, Madam ; and would not 


come ſo near, without paying my de- 


voirs to your ladyſhip and my niece.— 
Me are obliged to you, Sir; but ſhe is 


quite unfit to receive the favour of your 


viſit.—“ She is not ill, I hope, Ma- 


dam. —“ You will imagine, Sir, this 


Ge intelligence (delivering him the Portſ- 


mouth letter) affects her tender diſpoſi- 
tion.“ He peruſed the epiſtle more 
that once, with an apparent concern in 


his countenance. * Good G—d !* cried 
he, * what an alarm muſt this give the 


good girl ?—Yet, does not your Jady- 


« ſhip think her father ſomewhat deficient 
4.38 requeſting her to take ſuch a journey, 


. withour a appointing her a ul 26 elcorte ?? 
— Alas 1 
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— Alas! Sir, conſidering his condition, 
I am not ſurpriſed at the omiſſion ; and 

133 he has ſo few acquaintance in the nation, 

E that I know not whom he could aſk ſuch 

1 a favour from. Your reply, Madam, 

I gives me great compunction, when J re- 

flect who was the cauſe, though the in- 

nocent one, of his deſerting his. native 
« country. Since I have been honoured 

2 with your acquaintance, I have hoped 

4 5 © one day to be able to make him ſome 

reparation ; and even now, if I thought 

my preſence would not diſcompoſe him, 1 

would viſit him, and ſolicit a reconcilia- 

© tion. It might poſſibly afford him ſome 
© degree of ſatisfaction, to be aſſured I will 
make the reſtitution to his daughter, if 
« 
0 


- 


his preſent malady ſhould epa her of 
J him.“ — Doubtleſs, it would, Sir. 1 
Z ©* applaud fo good a deſign, and wiſh you 
would execute it. Your approbation, 
Madam, gives the ſanction it required: 
and if my niece intends complying with 
'Y © her father's deſire, and you would pro- 
3 vide ſome careful perſon of her own ſex 
to accompany her, I will attend her likes 
| t Ib. 755 0 wile, . | 


A 


7 


158 Tux BROTHERS. 
© wiſe, Could ] ſee her, I would make the 
© propoſal ; and if ſhe approves it, we 
« would ſet out to-morrow at an early 
r The good lady, perceiving no- 
thing to diſlike in this ſcheme, ſent to de- 


fire Miſs Prado's company. Upon her 


entrance, Mr: Oſmond condoled with her 
in terms becoming the profeſſions: he had 

| Juſt made; and ſhe was informed of his 

offer. Tam much obliged,” returned ſhe, - 

5 ” to-you and my uncle, Madam; and if 

you will permit Mrs. Orrice to go with 
me, I would gladly ſet out this evening.“ 
—* It is very unlucky,” replied Mr. Oſ- 

mond, that I am engaged this evening 
nn an affair of the utmoſt importance, A 
+: few hours will, I hope, make little dif: 
_ © ference; and as early as you pleaſe in 
the morning, my poſt-chaiſe ſhall con- 

_ * vey you and Mrs, Orrice, and I will at- 
tend you on horſeback. She anſwered; 
as he was ſo kind, his time ſhould be hers. 
Seven in the morning being the hour ap- 
pointed, he bid fare wel to the ladies, and 

was croſſing the hall, when he was ſtopt by 
Humpbry, who- very ceremoniouſiy told 
him, 
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him, Mrs. Foſter inſiſted on his honour- 
ing her cottage with a longer ſtay; and, 


flinging open the drawing-room door, 
begged he would walk in there. Whilſt 
he had been engaged with the ladies in the 
patch- work parlour, the lady of the man- 
ſion had informed her nephew and Miſs 
Jay, who were with her in the drawing- 
room, of the condition Miſs Prado's fa- 
ther was in, and of her intended expedi- 
tion. The former, on this report, cried, 


I am ſorry for the old captain, with all 
my heart: but why needs ſhe go to 
nurſe him? J had almoſt as lieve loſe 

Teizer, meaning his favourite Mare, 
as that ſhe ſhould go; for, perhaps, if 
he ſhould: recover, he may carry her 


A 


« over-ſeas again,* Miſs Jay fetched a 
deep ſigh ; which her aunt imputing to 


concern for the afflicted young lady, ſaid, 
Indeed, Mrs. Deborah, I am glad to 


find you ſo ſenſible of Mrs. Prado's 


a 


diſtreſs.— And yet, Madam, you do 
not practiſe what you preach up: for I 
never perceived you had the leaſt com- 
paſſion for me when I was in affliction at 

: my 


K 
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my papa's refuſing to let me go to Bath 
6 laſt ſeaſon. And when the frightful 


« jeweller ſent home my pompone ſo hi- 
deouſly ſet, you ridiculed my milery, 


though you knew Miſs Beamer's was 


ten thouſand times handſomer. And 
now you would have me pity Miſs 


« conſider the misfortune that carries Mrs. 
© Prado to Porcſmouth.”—* I do not know 


© whether I could find in my heart to ſtyle 
any-thing ſo, that procured me ſuch an 
agreeable trip.'—* Fie! child: ſuppoſe 


* 


K „ 


your good father's life was in danger. 


If it was, Madam, I could not help it: : 


and you have often told me, when I have 
© been vext to death, one ſhould never af- 
c flict one's ſelf at what one cannot avoid,” 

Mr. Oſmond and the other ladies entered 
the room at that inſtant z and Miſs Jay 
moving up to a large pier-glaſs, with her 
eyes fixed on that, ſaid, Dear Miſs 


5 Prado! how I envy you the jaunt 


= FU are going to take! — Lady Foſter, 


caſting 


Prado, for having an opportunity of 
jaunting about. Bleſs me] Mrs. De- 
„ borah, how you talk ! Sure you do not 


© ds — 
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_ eaſting a glance which teſtified her diſſike 
of ſuch levity, anſwered, © I hope, Ma- 
dam, you are ignorant of the melan- | 
© choly occaſion which deprives us of Miſs 
Prado's company; otherwiſe, I think 
* you would not addreſs her in ſuch a. 
© manner.” That moment the ſplendor 
of Mr. Oſmond's figure, which ſhe diſ- 
cerned in the mirror, attracted her eyes, 
and rendered her not only inattentive to. 
the laſt ſpeech, but to the charms of her 
own dear perſon, from the contempla- 
tion of which ſhe withdrew, to ſurvey _ 
| thoſe of the gay ſtranger ; who, being 
preſented to her by name, ſhe compli- 
mented him on the judicious fancy of 
his embroidery ; adding, K 18 true 
French, I preſume, Sir.. You do me 
< honour, Madam. 1 bought it as ſuch, 
but was impoſed upon; for it is the 
work of an Engliſh artiſt. O hideous! 
I hope you trounced your taylor. 
But I was ſerved juſt ſuch a trick in ſome 
 handkerchiefs, which 1 purchaſed for 
© Dreſden. This odious Autigallican ſaciety. 
S cauſes dreadful tent for except 
| $ one: 
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© one could 00 abroad and purchaſe one 8 


things one 8 ſelf, one can never be cer- 


tain they are foreign: and fince there is 


no knowing the difference, I am deter- 


* mined to avoid ſuch miſtakes, by wear- 


ing zrolly.*—* I am ſorry you have made 


* ſuch a reſolution,” returned her aunt; 


for I have a beautiful point-head, which 


coſt me a great deal of money; and as 
© I never wore it but twice, when Prince 


Eugene was at our court, I propoſed 


C making you a preſent of it.'—* I will 
thank you for it, Madam, . againſt the 


next maſquerade :: for: in a head made in 
© the reign of Prince Eugene I muſt cer» 
© tainly out- cut every figure in the room.“ 


Since you cannot find a better uſe for 
it, Mrs. Deborah; T will keep it; for 


my head ſhall never appear in ſuch an 
aſſembly.“ Whilſt this converſation 
paſſed between the ladies, Mr. Haws had 
given Mr. Oſmond many hearty ſhakes of 
the hand, ſaying, I ſhould have been 


glad to have emptied a bowl with you 
© at The Tuns, as I underſtand you are 
Miſs Phcebe's Kinſman, if you had not 


C come 
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come to fetch her away, juſt as we began 


to be acquainted.*— I am very ſorry,” 


returned he, for the occaſion that ſepa- 
rates her from this good company 3 but 
I hope to reſtore her to it in better Firn 
than thoſe with which ſhe leaves it.“ 


Perceiving i it was with difficulty the young. 


lady ſuppreſſed her tears, Mr. Haws moved 


towards her, and, in a whifper, ſaid : 


Don't grieve, ſo, Miſs, What though 


the Captain is ſorely ſick, perhaps he 
* may recover. I could almoſt wiſh ſome 


folks were in his place: then I know 


* what I know. ben the fly. falls, we 


may catch larks.* This whiſper was not 
ſo low as to eſcape Miſs Jay's ears, who 


burſt into a fantaſtic laugh: but finding 


none of the company diſpoſed to join in 


it, ſhe compoſed the muſcles of her face, 
and carried on an inſipid converſation with 


Mr. Oſmond till paſt one o'clock, when 
he departed; and his niece, too much de- 


jected to ſupport company, begged leave to 


retire to her chamber, whither ſhe was fol- 
lowed by Miſs Jay, who teized her with a 


multitude of impertinence concerning: her 
unciess 
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admitted; when, giving each of the ladies 
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uncle, who, ſhe declared, was the charm- 
ingeſt fellow in the univerſe. Miſs Prado, 
who was little diſpoſed to join in ſuch chat;. 


very civily intimated her deſire of ne - 


leſt to her own thoughts; a motion not in 


the leaſt diſagreeable to her preſent com- 


panion, who was of too volatile a diſpoſi- 


tion to endure the ſight of an object in 
__ diffreſs. Lady Foſter, though one of the 
beſt bred women in the nation, diſſented 
from Miſs Jay in this reſpect; and upon 
the report ſhe gave of leaving Miſs Prado 


in the vapours, that good lady went into 


her apartment, and uſed every method to 


conſole her; aſſiſted Mrs. Orrice in put- 
ting up ſome cloaths neceſſary for the in- 


tended Journey 3 ; and told her, ſhe would 


in the evening diſpatch a fervant to Rich- 

mond; for ſome, ſhie choſe, ſhould be ſent 
after her. Mr. Haws ſent up his compli- 

ments after dinner; and, as he was- going 
to ſet out for Eſſex, where a part of 
his father's eſtate lay, begged he might. 
take leave of her. He was-accordingly 


a. buſs and a bow, he departed. Mrs. 
Foſter: 
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Foſter was extremely ſurpriſed, when ac- 


quainted with this intended journey; and 


told him, ſhe feared it was a pretence to 
evade making love to his coulin, — No, 
* aunt ; nog? anſwered he; but you 
© know 32 to ſay about ſuch matters 
better than I: ſo you may ſpeak for me. 
Out of doubt you had ſweethearts in 
your young days, and underſtand ſuch 
ſort of talk. — Indeed, nephew, you 
are not e have rejected innu- 
merable propoſals from Lord Languiſh, 


* 3 


* 


Sir Francis Fuſt, Colonel Carbine, Coun- 


* ſellor Crab, Doctor“ Enough, 


enough, aunt; I cannot ſtay now to 


hear you count up the whole dialogue of 
them.“ Surely, Mr. Iſaac, you will 
wait till your couſin Deborah comes 
down; ſhe is but juſt gone to play a 


Lay 


A 


leſſon. I cannot ſtay now, aunt, be- 


0 cauſe Teizer is ready: but you may 
* give my ſervice to her; and I ſhall ſee 
her when I come back.“ 
Lady Foſter and her afflicted young 
friend paſſed a night of inquietude; and 


| on che arrival of Mr. Oſmond at the hour 


appointed, 
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appointed, ſeparated, after a tender fare- . 
wel had paſſed between them, and a reci- 
procal _ of a e correſpon-· 
; dence. 


5 H A P. III. 


H E evening after Miſs Prado's de- 
1 parture from The Willows, Traverſe 
8 haſtily into the room where Lady 
Foſter was ſitting, and accoſted her with, 
La! Ma'am, Mr. Jerry is returned from 
Richmond; but he has ſuch a 4:/ognomy, * 
he is not fit to appear: and he is fearſome 

of your la'ſhip's diſpleaſure.— What 
is the matter with the fellow)?“ — Why, 


Ma'am, your la'ſhip muſt know, as he 


« was riding along upon the road yeſter- 
day in a brown ſtudy, counting up his 
voales, and wiſhing your la'ſhip liked 
' * routs, becauſe of the profit that would 
* ferew, as he fſays'—* Pleaſe to be lefs 

tedious, Mrs. Traverſe. “ So Ma'am, 
riding along inamu/ing, who ſhould over- 
_* take him at the third mile-ſtone, but 
+ Mr. Richard, Squire Oſmond's man, 
1 who 


22 
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who was to turn off to the Eſfex road: 
ſo they agreed, before they parted, to 
ſpend their teſters together, at a public 


© houſe hard- by; and, by what I can un- 
derſtand, they went in very lovingly, 
and began to talk about J:#ians, One 
? © word brought in another, and who was 


the engroſſer I cannot ſay; but they dif- 


8 fered, and Mr. Richard beat Mr. Jerry 


pretty handſomely, and gave him a 


| © Black eye. But Mr. Richard, though he 
Was a little diſguiſed, was ſorry for it; 


and they parted good friends. How- 


ever, the landlord kept Mr. Jerry, till 


he got a plaiſter, and then gave him a 
letter, which was dropt in the ſcuffle, 


and Mr. Jerry thought it was one of | 


them your la'ſhip gave him to carry to 


Richmond: but when he came there, he 


could find nothing of Squire Trailer: 
ſo he brought it back, and deſired I 
would deliver it ſafe into your la'ſhip's 


perceiving it was ſealed with the Oſmond's 
arms, conjectured it was wrote by the uncle 
e of 


hands.“ The lady received the letter, 
and diſmiſſed the talkative bearer; and 
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of her ward, addreſſed to Peregrine Trailer, 
5 Eſq;. As Mr. Trailer's abode was not 
ſpecified in the ſuperſcription, ſhe laid it 


on Mrs. Foſter's toilette, propoſing to ſend 
it with the young lady's portmanteau. 


The morning following ſhe was chatting 
with Mrs. Foſter as we Was dreſſing, when 
the monkey approached them, with an 
unfolded paper in his paws, which he 

5 chattered over, till his action was obſerved 


by the ladies. The elder ſnatched it from 


him, and, clapping on her ſpectacles, 


cried, Dear me! this muſt be ſome- 


thing Miſs Prado has left behind; for it 


is ſigned with her uncle's name.“ And 


ſo faying, ſhe delivered the paper to her 
ſiſter, who found it indited | in the follow- | 


ing words : 


os ueſday Noon, May It. 
FFAIRS bearſo proſperous an aſpect, 
I can no longer have the barbarity t to 
*conceal them from a brother in iniquity.— — 
I told you the ſweet girl I was in purſuit 
of proved to be my niece. At firſt I was 
curſedly provoked at the diſcovery of our 


alliance 3 
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alliance; thinking it would be an obſtacle 
to a nearer one. Miſtake me not; I do 
not mean ſuch as my father, or rather her 

grandfather, formed with my mother: for 


no temptation ſhall ever draw me into that 
1] nooſe. But as matters have turned out, I 
have reaſon to be pleaſed with it; her old 


Lady Governante, amongſt all her anti- 
quated notions, having no apprehenſion 
that I could form any deſign, but to do the 
girl all uncle: like Kindneſs, permitted me 
to converſe freely with her; and in affec- 


tion I believe I ſhall exceed her ladyſhip's 


expectations; for by Jove I love her! 
and if ſhe is but grateful, I cannot ſay 
when I ſhall be willing to part with her. I 


doubt not, but I ſhall have trouble in era- 


dicating the obſolete notions ſhe has im- 


bibed from a curſed queer education, fit 
only for a wife. I expect our conſangui- 


nity will be an objection ; yet, has ſhe not 
read in the old Lady's magnificent Bible of 
Abraham, Somebody, and other famous per- 
ſonages of antiquity, who married their 
ſiſters, a degree till nearer, with the pri- 
ke of their banamaids for concubines ? 

. 1 Happy 


— 


girl a w. 
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Happy dogs! Perry; what would you 
and-I have given, to have exiſted in that 
plweaſurable age! Entre nous, were I trou- 
bled with a qualmiſh conſcience, it would 
give me no diſquiet : for I no more believe 

I am old Harry Oſmond's ſon, than yours. 
Though it would not be politic to make 
ſuch a declaration ; there being a vulgar 3 
appellation, which I could not brak's and 3 
though I have no objection to making a 
, I would run any man thro” 3 
the body, who ſhould preſume to call me 3 
the ſon of one. Now, to the point. The 
doſe, I propoſed adminiſtering to old Ar- 


gus on the road had the deſigned effect; 


and gave me an opportunity of founding 

Phabe's ſentiments; which I ſoon found 

were as romantic as her name; and that 
there was no probability of prevailing with 4 
her voluntarily to leave Lady Prue. She 
was ſo ſtartled at the mention of it, that I | 
changed my tone, and chimed in with 
hers; applauding a prudence, ' which I ſe- 
cretly ſwore at. What a lovely girl is here 
ſpoiled for our purpoſes, for want of a free 


education! Sbe frequenily laments her in- 
ba | forced 
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forced ſeparation from her father. Curſe 
the fellow, for being called my Brother ! 

for I know that confounded notion of our 

affinity will be the greateſt bar in the way 
of the ſcheme I have laid. I ordered Ro- 
bert, in town, to ſecure any letter at the 
general poſt-office, addreſſed to the charm- 
ing witch, before it reached the Richmond 
bag: by which means I have peruſed two 


from her father, The firſt I ſuffered her 


to receive, as it contained little more than 
that a miſtake, relating to ſome Bills, de- 
tained him in England, and his ſurpriſe at 
her filence; which he might have re- 
mained in to this hour, had not I, very 
obligingly, forwarded two pacquets, ſome- 
What later indeed than he might expect to 
receive them; but which I thought it ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary to be acquainted with. 


And really I find no great reaſon to be diſ- 
ſatisfied wich her opinion of me upon the 


whole; and am charmed to think ſhe had 


the diſcretion to keep our conference on 
the road from Lady Foſter; though ſhe. 
has tattled it all over again to her father: 
and he has returned ſuch an anſwer, as 
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mult inevitably deſtroy my hopes, and 
render her very uneaſy, were ſhe to ſee it: 


ſo ſafe in my pocket-book it ſhall remain. 
He tells her, he expected to ſet ſail the daß 
after this epiſtle was dated. It is indited 
in the fond parental ſtyle ; and concludes ? 
with what Shakeſpear makes my nameſake * 
call, the butt-end of a parent's bleſſing, a I | 
prayer that ſhe may be a good woman. 
He mentions being obliged to leave his 

| ſervant behind, who was come out with # 
the ſmall pox; and aſſures her, he thinks 
himſelf perfectly ſafe, as he had not ſeen 
him from the time the eruption appeared. 
This intelligence furniſhed me with a hint, 
which I immediately purſued; and ſent a 
Forged letter expreſs, as from his ſervant © 

to the old lady; which informs her, that 

his maſter was taken with that diſtemper 
(knowing ſhe had never had it) and re- 
queſting his daughter's attendance, My 
ſcheme ſucceeded ; and juſt now ſhe com- 
municated the letter to me, In ſnort (for 
it is tedious to dwell upon minute circum- 
ſtances) affairs are ſo luckily ſettled, that 
1 deſire you would meet me at Tilbury- 
| fort, 
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fort, with poſt-chaiſes, to-morrow evening, 


2 whither I propoſe carrying Phœbe; who has 
3 ſeen ſo little of this nation, that ſhe cannot 
know the difference of roads: from whence 
we can proceed without ſuſpicion. She 
3 will be accompanied by a lemale ſervant, 

whom we muſt contrive to get rid of, no 
matter how, Here is another young 
3 monkey, whoſe heart is right, I'll war- 
1 rant; and who would, I believe, willingly 
2 accompany us: and, were my finances. in 
J the conſumptiv 2 condition ot yours, and | 
I had not an invincible aver ſion to ſhackles, 
even for a week, I ſhould have encouraged 

her . advances, being a fifty thouſance | 
pounder; though ſhe is confoundedly 

ugly, and over-run with affectation. When 

my buſineſs is ended, we will conſider of 


it; and if you can away with her perſon 
and coquetry for a month or two, I'll en- 


gage you may have her: and in that time 
you may diſpoſe of her father; Who 
eatches cold out of his grave: and from 
her converſation I infer ſhe would not be 


diſpleaſed with an opportunity of ſending 
= to it, with a broken heart; which, 
13 between 
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between you, might be eaſily effected, and 
ſem a very natural death. You might 


then take a polite tour with dear Peggy» 
and leave ſpouſe to follow the old gentle- 


man. — My mother, I hear, has been 
taking a long journey, to viiit ſome indi- 
gent kindred; to whom, under her pre- q 
ſear dejection, ſhe fancies ſhe has not done 
her duty; and that ſhe has not long to 
live. I do not, at this time, chuſe to 


rouſe her from this deſpondency ; which 


happens convenient, as it will deter ger 
from coming to my houſes, for fear of 
meeting gay company there. And ſhould 
| ſhe prove a true propheteſs, the addition 
of her jointure will come very a-propos to- 
wards defraying the expences of an in- 
creaſing family; which may be reaſonably 


PHI by, 
Yours, 


RichARD⁰ Osmoxp. = 


WunIIsT Lads Foſter was reuſing this 
letter, ſhe frequently lifted her eyes from 


it, and preferred ejaculatory petitions for 


the young lady's e from this villainous 
g ſnare. 


= 
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ſnare, Having concluded it, ſhe delivered 
it into her ſiſter's hand, deſiring her to read 


it. At the end of every few lines, ſhe 
3 claſped her hands, and vented her Ua 
exclamation of, S me!* When ſhe. 
had finiſhed reading 1 


ſhe, this is the moſt auporclleied. vil- 


, len I ever heard of. He muſt go by 
© Graveſend : let us ſend immediately 
thither, Perhaps, as Mr. Perry never 


received this wicked letter, the vile ! in- 


be returned to that town. However, 
I am glad to find the account of Mr. 


* . 


© Prado's illneſs was fictitious. Lady 


Foſter approved of ſending to Graveſend z 


and accordingly diſpatched a truſty meſ- 

ſenger with a letter to her ward; giving 

him orders to find out Mr. Oſmond and 

_ Miſs Prado, if there, and to deliver it into 
the young lady's own hands, or Mrs. Or- 


rice's, Her ladyſhip now recollected the 


epiſtle which Jerry had brought, and which 
ſhe had careleſly. left in her ſiſter's dreſ- 
ſing⸗ room; where it was not now to be 


tg _— found. 


* Siſter, ſaid . 


diter, diſappointed of a carriage, may 
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than for Mrs, Orrice; ſhe being a woman 
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found. Mrs. Foſter propoſed examining a 


treaſure in; and, amo ngſt bits of ribband, 


broken fans, nuts, and half- gnawed apples, 
they found the cover of the letter: from 
which they concluded Pug had made free | 
with it; and the chriſtian- name on the ſu- 
perſcription anſwering to that of Mr. 
Oſmond's correſpondent, they eaſily ac- 

counted for the diſcovery. The old lady *' 
aſked her ſiſter, if ſhe thought it proper to 
communicate the contents of this letter to 
Miſs Jay; and was anſwered, * Though 
think the peruſal of it might conduce to 


£ a reformation in her conduct; ſince ſhe 
would there find what ſevere comments 


libertine; yet, as I know her to be in- 
capable of retaining a ſecret, I think it 
quite improper to afford her an oppor- 
tunity of conveying this affair to the 
ears of her tittle · tattle acquaintance.* A 
hint or two in this villainous epiſtle, did 
not raiſe truer alarms for the young lady, 


are made upon it, even by an abandoned 
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of great merit, and born to a higher ſta- 
tion than that ſhe was now reduced to 6 
Pear in. 


CHAP. Iv. 


difficulty in leading them a round- about 


way to Graveſend, which he called Win- 
cheſter, and which town they reached 
about ſeven in the evening; 
quitted his poſt-chaiſe, as he told them 
they muſt croſs the water in a wherry, 
and would find another chaiſe ready to re- 


where they 


ceive them on the oppoſite ſide. They 


followed his directions, without any ſuſpi- 


cion, But when they got over, no Mr. 
Trailer or vehicle appearing, 


there being no other to conduct his com- 


panions to. Night began to advance, and 


his aſſociate did not arrive; and no vehicle 


being to be procured in that place, he was 


neceſſitated to inform his niece, that ſome 
I 5 miltake 


EITHER of Mr. Oſmond's fellow- 
travellers had ever been in the Portſ- 
mouth road. Conſequently, he found no 


obliged to wait in the paltry ferry-houſe; 
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miſtake muſt have happened, by the mif- 


carriage or miſunderſtanding of his or- 


ders, that the chaiſe was not there; and 
not only ſeemed, but really was concern- 


ed, at this delay to their journey. He 


faid, it was extremely unlucky that he 
could procure no conveyance in leſs than 
three or four hours, which would make it 
too late to proceed on their journey; and 
he was ſorry to inform her, that ſhe muſt 
be content to paſs the night in that houſe; 
where, he feared, ſhe would be but ill ac- 
commodated. She perceiving him very 
uneaſy upon her account, concealed the 
chagrin ſhe felt at this delay; and, with 
great good-humour, ſaid, as it was un- 
avoidable, ſhe could very well content 


herſelf where ſhe was till morning, pro- 
vided he would take care then that there 


Mould be no further impediment to the 
proſecution of their journey. He aſſured 


her, he would ſend a ſervant directly to 
the neareſt poſt-town for a vehicle; and im- 


mediately gave orders, but out of her hear- 
ing, to a ſervant to procure a poſt-chaiſe 
| from Chelmsford, to be there early in the 


morning. 
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morning. The houſe, notwithſtanding the 
ſhabby appearance it made, they found 
provided with ſuch entertainment as one 
had little reaſon to expect. Some fine 
fiſh and. fowls were, upon demand, pro- 
duced, ready for dreſſing. A circum- 


ſtance which may not happen to future 


travellers in this way; and which, per- 
haps, may be beſt accounted for here, 
upon a ſuppoſition that Mr. Oſmond, in 
caſe of accidents, had brought his checr 
with him.—When ſupper appeared, Miſs 


Prado obſerved but two plates laid; and 
| aſked her uncle, if Mrs. Orrice was not 


to ſit down with them? If you inſiſt 
« upon it,“ anſwered he; but I muſt 
© confeſs, I ſhould not have thought of 


3 


familiarity. She ſhall be very well 
© taken care of. This reply reminded 
| her of Lady Foſter's putting her ſervant 


into his chaiſe, on his admiſſion into the 


coach, when they went to The Willows. 
She therefore thought it not improper for 
Mrs. Orrice to retire. The furniture of the 


table no ſooner diſappeared, than he en- 


] 6 tered 


admitting a ſervant to ſuch a degree of 


RY 
— 


180 


Tux BROTHERS, 


tered into a diſcourſe, the beginning of 


oaths and proteſtations as he 
uſed in ſimilar caſes; but which were 
very ill addreſſed to the perſon to whom 
he now applied them. 
of his ſincerity, he offered a moiety of 
his preſent eſtate to be entirely at her diſ- 
poſal : requiring no return, but a ſacrifice 
of that fantaſtic virtue, he ſaid, which 
had no being, but in name: and even that 
might be preſerved, by prudently declining 
the converſation of other men. In the 
greateſt diſcompoſure, ſhe replied, * Were 1 
you maſter of the globe, and there was 


4 


* 


which was too offenſive to be circumſtan- 
tially repeated; the deſign of which was, 
to aſſure her he was diſtractedly in love 
with her; and the proofs of it were ſuch 


poſſibly had 


In further proof 


no affinity between us (a circumſtance 
that enhances the guilt of your propoſal) 


1 would convince you, by my rejection, 
that hat virtue you mention as only ideal 


and nominal, does really exiſt ; and that 
I am not to be allured from it by any 
temptation, I cannot ſufficiently ex- 


| * my deteſtation of this you have 
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thought proper to offer, or my aſtoniſh- 
ment at having my ears invaded (eſpe- 
cially from his mouth who bears the re- 


ſpectable name of Oſmond) with ſuch 
diſcourſe! And I call Heaven to wit- 
neſs, amongſt the unfortunate incidents 


of my dear father's life and my own, I 
think that which introduced you to my 
* acquaintance the moſt grievous.* Here 
a torrent of tears ſtopt her ſpeech, and 
gave him leave to go on—* It does not 


ſurpriſe me, to hear a girl of your con- 
fined education and circumſtances talk 
in this manner. Ir is the common cant 
of old fathers and old women, either 


from an envious defire of depriving 


youth of pleaſures they have outlived 
the enjoyment of, or to make the beſt 


market of it. But your father muſt be 
too well acquainted with indigent cir- 


cumſtances, and the world's maxims, to 


object againſt ſo eaſy a method of raiſing 


your fortune: and though he probably 
fell in with the beaten track of parents, 


in giving ſuch advice as he thought 
"gt make the moſt of pk ſweet 


* perſon, 


F 2 — 8 , 
q : _ 1 5 r 3 e 2 3 . 
. * 5 4 : 1 3 , 
f S ZI 8 N a ne 10 ED 
2 C ” 1 — — — 3 . — — 
— — — r 2 SI . 8 — ma 8 8 
F - — MF — A 


182 Tre BROTHERS. 


« perſon, it is evident. to me, from his 
© chagrin at the loſs of what he thought 
« his patrimony, and his pride, which 
© would not permit him to remain in the 
85 nation, becauſe he could not ſupport his 

rank, that he would rejoice to find you 
poſſeſſed of ſo handſome a proviſion.— 
This ſpeech awakening her reſentment, the 
ſtream which overflowed her eyes, ſub- 
ſided for a moment, and ſhe cried, * Alas! 
you know not my father, or prophane 
* him—He ſcorns, he abhors—O gra- 
© cious Heaven may his ears never be 
* wounded with ſuch a villainous and un- 
merited reproach.” The pearly ſhower, 
| which had been ſuſpended whilſt ſhe ut- 
tered theſe words, now flowed too co- 
piouſly to ſuffer her to add more. He, 
ſeemingly regardleſs of her anguiſh, pro- 
ceeded ; It is eaſy, my dear, to account 
for the queer notions, the women you 
have been converſant with have impreſ- 
ſed on your unexperienced mind. Age 
is allowed to be a ſovereign ſpecific 
againſt the moſt natural and agreeable of 
all paſſions, - But it is as often the har- 
: bbour 
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* bour of the leſs amiable qualities: and 


a girl of your underſtanding muſt have 


© remarked, even in the narrow circle of 
your acquaintance, how prevalent that 


of envy is in your ſex, to the laſt ſtage 


Hof their lives. It therefore is no wonder 
two feeble old widows, and a toothlefs 


old maid, who, I think, are all with 
© whom you had any degree of intimacy, 


* ſhould grudge a blooming beauty the 
© adoration paid to charms time has robbed 
them of, and conſequently uſe every me- 


© thod to prevent her receiving /uch.'— 
« If your deſign by this ſpeech,” returned 
ſhe, is to excite my vanity, in order to 
29 bring me down to your own level, your 
intention is fruſtrated, by a maxim drawn 
from one of your own ſex, my dear fa- 


a „ 


„ 


receive a Satire upon her ſex, as a com- 
pliment to herſelf, muſt not only be the 
weakeſt, but bids fair to be the moſt de- 


K 6 


= 


ſent converſation reminds me of another 
of his tenets; and convinces me, every 
woman, who would preſerve her honour, 


«„ «„ „ 


0 * 


ther; who affirms, the woman that can 


ſpicable of human beings: and your pre- 
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* ought to deſpiſe the man who preſumes to 


entertain her with diſcourſes tending to de- 


© preciate women in general. I am ſincere- 


bp ly ſorry to find in you the original of that 
picture of a libertine, which he has fre- 


* quently repreſented to me; and warned 


me to avoid, as the profeſſed enemy to in- 
* nocence. Let me beg you, Sir, to permit 
© me to retire; and never to reſume a diſ- 
* courſe ſodiſguſtful from any perſon, much 
more from one to whom I muſt think it a 
+ misfortune to be allied.” Ending theſe 
words, ſhe aroſe from her chair, and at- 
tempted to quit the room; when he flew to 
the door, and turning the key, inſiſted upon 
her remaining where ſhe was; ſaying, * It 
vill be time enough to retire an hour hence. 


* Indeed, my dear girl, you have the ſtrangeſt 


notions I ever heard. I never propoſed 


* qualifying myſelf for a pulpit orator : 


© therefore, cannot pretend a circumſtan- 
* tial reply to your eloquent ſermon: but as 
to that abſurd notion of conſanguinity, has 
not old Father Goodman told you, that 
© Abraham and Foſeph Iſrael, with ſeveral 
18 other fathers of the church, whoſe names 


2 kg 1 can- 
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« I cannot recollect, never made it any 
bar to an intimacy of the nature 1 ſoli- 
« cit? Did not Sarah or Haggai (or ſome 
ſuch name) bear children to her bro- 
ther? You ſee, my dear, I have read 
« ſcripture ; though, perhaps, not ſo 

lately as you. And I am ſure I remem- 
ber one of the perſons I have mentioned 
confeſſed to an Egyptian King (but 

© which of the Prolomies ] have forgot) that 

2 -© his wife was his ter. And though the 
laws of our land will not allow us to 

% © marry, I cannot find by thoſe of nature, 

© which ſuperſede them, we are forbidden 
© to love. Ve may love, my dear girl, 
* without remembering who our fathers were, 
© as ſome poet ſays ſome where. I beg, 
Sir, you would not attempt drowning 
my ſenſes in ſuch a torrent of ignorance _ 

3 * and prophaneneſs. I ſhould deteſt love, 
od offered upon ſuch terms, from any- body, | 1 
* and abhor the paſſion to which you - | 
give that abuſed appellation. And 1 | 
C 


- -_ 
"3 * muſt tell you, I really regard you as an i 
4 © inveterate enemy; ſince you who, by your 1 
| < law mY nature and . (not to mention the 
| 6 relation 
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4 


[4 


relation you bear to me) were deſigned 


my protector, would precipitate me into 
= 


the greateſt evil that can befal me. Can 
you act in defiance of thoſe laws the 
great Author of nature has revealed, and 


yet dread infringing thoſe of human in- 
{titution ? I thank Heaven, the former 


are engraven in my heart in ſuch inde- 
lible characters, that all the ſophiſtry of 
the advocates of vice ſhall never eraſe 
them. In our firſt acquaintance, I feared 
you had a tendency towards libertiniſm; 


but had more charity than to think you 
could be ſo daringly impious, as to de- 
clare open war againſt that Power, who is 


the profeſſed and omnipotent champion 
of diſtreſſed innocence. O, Sir! uncle 


I cannot call you. No, prithee, my 


dear, forget that diſagreeable appella- 
tion. Let me beg, Sir, you would 
caſt off a little of your levity ; and tell 
me ſeriouſly and ingenuouſly, whether 


you would have been willing Mrs, Or- 
rice ſhould have been a witneſs to what 


* your ungoverned tongue has uttered ?* 


— I cannot ſay I ſhould, my dear: ſer- 
[EW vants 


La 
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vants are ſuch confounded tattlers, that, 


except upon urgent neceſſity, 1 would | 
not truſt a ſecret in their hearing.“ 85 
And can you then, Sir, fear the nine 
of a few impotent mortals, and not 
dread the revelation of ſuch ſentiments 
before that Being, who has power upon 


the inſtant to deprive you of the breath 
with which you utter them?“, By the 
loftineſs of your ſtyle, child, 1 fear your 


head is diſordered. If not, give me 
leave to query in my turn. Have you 


not lately read Lucretia's ſtory? And 


have you never a concealed dagger? 
Though, by the way, if you are inclined 


to imitate that heroine, you have no 
occaſion for one at preſent.*—* I thank 


God, that I retain my ſenſes, notwith- 


. ſtanding the pains you have been at to 
. confuſe them; and hope J ever ſhall. 
the ſentiments of a chriſtian 3 and ne- 
ver, by blandiſhments or e be in- 
duced to expreſs them in terms unbe- 
coming the faith I profeſs. And though. 


you ridicule the impotence of a defence- 
leſs Woman, as you think me, | truſt, 
6 + that 
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that Being, who pries into the inmoſt 


receſſes of your heart, will avenge my 
cauſe, and plant daggers there more de- 


ſtructive than any I could uſe. Let me 


once more intreat you to drop the de- 


© teſtable ſubject, and tell me at what 


hour you propoſe ſetting out for Portſ- 
mouth ?*—* It you had treated me with 
more civility, Madam, I ſhould not have 
get told you, we are not going thither.“ 
— Not going thither !* Kos tn ſhe, 


wildly 3 * what do you mean? -. Not to 
© wage a woman's war with tongues, ' © 


« affure you. I expected the laviſh pro- 


poſal 1 made of dividing my fortune 


with you, would have met with a more 


* 
© grateful reception. And yet, notwith- 


ſtanding your diſdainful rejection, I find 
the ardency of my paſſion not in the 
leaſt abated. However, as you are not 
in a humour to liſten to my ſuit, I will 
© defer the proſecution of it, till I have in- 


© troduced you to a different ſett of ac- 


« quaintance from what you have hitherto 


_ © affociated with. Lou will find in Lon- 


6: Got hither 1 am conducting you, 
many 
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many ſprightly free-hearted girls, who 
have diſcarded the prejudices of educa- 


tion, and know the proper uſe of youth 


and beauty. Am ] not then going to 


Peortſmouth?“ cried ſhe, half. diſtracted. 
Cruel wretch! will you, though you have 
renounced all duty to the Almighty and 


common F ather of mankind, be ſo inhu- 


man as to prevent me from paying nine 
to my natural parent, in his extremity?“ 


Not I, upon my honour; I am ready 


to attend you to Gibraltar, with all my 


heart, if you are diſpoſed to undertake 


the voyage; where, I dare ſay, we ſhall 


find your father in perfect health. I aſ- 
ſure you, he was ſo when he failed laſt 


week; as I can convince you at a pro- 


per time, from a letter wrote by his 


own hand to you, which I have in 


my poſſeſſion. That, ſigned Joſeph _ 
Hazel, which Lady Foſter received, was 
of my inditing, to obtain an opportu- 


nity of racing you from thoſe queer 


old women.'—* Though I have all the 


reaſon in the world to ri your ve- 


racity, ſaid ſne, I cannot help aſking 
if 
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if you are certain my dear father 1s free 
from the diſtemper that letter mentions ; 
and if he is really on his voyage?“ — 


« Heis well, I do aſſure you; and has not 


been otherwiſe ſince you ſaw him; and 
map, by this time, have reached St. He- 
. © len's. And as to that point, if you will 
not credit me, you ſhall have an aſſur- 

* ance from the agent of his regiment, 
when we get to town. I therefore beg 
you would not drown the luſtre of your 
| © eyes in ſuch unmeaning ſhowers, as the 
© moſt contemptible of your ſex can com- 
mand on the leaſt contradiction of their 
© humours.'—* If you have any inclina- 
tion to reſtrain them, you will promiſe to 
© convey me back to my guardian. No- 
thing leſs can atone for the anguiſh you 

F bare given me.'—* We will talk over 

that matter in the morning,“ anſwered 
he. In the mean time, I will not treſpaſs 
upon your repoſe, though you have ſo 
little regard to mine.“ He then rang a 
bell, and ordered Mrs. Orrice to attend 

her lady to her chamber: and there being 

but one bed that was tolerably decent, he 
1. | aid 
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faid he would ſit up the remainder of the 
night. 2 


c H A P. v. 
HE effects of the diſtreſſed young 


lady's tears being viſible in her coun- 
tenance, Mrs. Orrice enquired into the 
cauſe of them. And after ſhe had related 
to her the moſt material part of the con- 
ference with her uncle, Mrs. Orrice, out 
of her wits with amazement and apprehen- 
ſion, ſaid, Some means of eſcaping from 
© him muſt be tried, Madam. From the 
people of the houſe I heard ſome men- 
tion of a gentleman of condition, who 
© reſides a few miles diſtant; and, as it is 
moon: light, I think we may find a way 
© out, and walk thither. Perhaps Provi- 
* dence will guide our ſteps to that, or 
© ſome other hoſpitable manſion. Any- 
© where, in my opinion, you would be 
\* ſafer than with Mr. Oſmond.“ This 
propoſal was approved of by the lady: 
and down-ſtairs they crept, to put it in 
execution; which they thought it would 
be 
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be no very diffcult matter to do, as the 
houſe was ſilent, the maſter of it and Mr. 
 Oſmond's ſervants having drank them- 
ſelves into a ſound ſleep. They found the 
door into a little ſort of a garden but 
ſlightly faſtened; which they opened, and 
gained a quickſet hedge, which, if climb- 
ed, would ſet them into a road. Juſt as 
they were about to aſcend it, Mrs. Orrice 
recollected a ſmall trunk, containing ſome 
jewels and money, which the young lady 


had given in charge to her from the ti me 
they quitted the chaiſe, and which, ſhe 


now ſaid, might be ſerviceable to them; 
and was not too burdenſome to take with 

them. I wiſh we had it,” returned Miſs 
Prado; but I will not venture up-ſtairs 


again for it, nor for the world. You 


need not, Madam; for I now remember 
I left it on a ſhelf in the hovel where I 


ſupped; and quite forgot to carry it up: 
* and, as I fee by the light of the moon 
that the place is empty, I dare ſay I can 


© regainit, without being heard.“ Well, 
go then,” ſaid the lady, © and I will wait 


* your return here. Mrs. Orrice ſuc- 
© ceeded 
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ceeded ſo far as to get the trunk into her 
hand; but lifting it up, chanced to hit it 
againſt one of the ſervants piſtols, which 
lay charged cloſe to it, and went off, with- 
out doing her further damage, than fright- 
ening her, and fruſtrating her ſcheme: for 
the report of the piece alarmed every one 
in the houſe, and brought Mr. Oſmond 
from an adjoining room into the place 
: from whence it came ; who, with candles, 
2 ſearched it round; and could diſcern no 
3 perſon; but heard Mrs. Orrice's voice in 
the garden, imploring aſſiſtance to recover 
the young lady, who lay without ſenſe or 
motion extended on a little plat of graſs 
under the hedge ; the found of the piſtol, 
and her fears for her worthy attendant, 
having thrown her into that ſtate: from 
which ſhe no ſooner recovered a little, than 
caſting her eyes up, and perceiving her 
uncle was officiouſly applying ſpirits to 
her temples, ſhe fell into one ſwoon after 
another for four hours together. Mrs. 
Orrice begged, with tears, ſome phyſician 
or apothecary might be ſent for from the 
neareſt town: but Mr. Oſmond abſolutely 
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forbad any of his ſervants going on ſuch 3 


an errand; and the man of the houſe was 
ſo gained over to his intereſt, that he re- 


fuſed to execute any order that his honours 


worſhip did not approve of. The young 
lady ſhewed ſigns of returning ſenſe, by 3 
_ aſking, before ſhe uncloſed her eyes, if 
dear Mrs. Orrice was not killed. Mrs. 


Orrice anſwering to the queſtion, ſhe 


opened her eyes, threw her arms around 
her neck, and wept upon her cheek, ſay- 
ing, © Thank Heaven! that you are living. 
] am ſure I heard a piſtol fired at you.” 


—* No, my dear Madam, the going off 


of that piece was merely accidental; and 


I am not hurt, only diſappointed.'—* 1 ' 
am very glad you are,* cried the uncle; 
for I now perfectly perceive the drift of 
this wiſe ſtratagem. You were to fire a 
piſtol—my niece was to counterfeit fits, 
that one of the phyſical faculty might be 
ſent for; who was to hear a romantic 
ſtory from you; and, if he had a ſuffi- 
cient ſhare of knight-errantry, was to 
remove her from the care of the neareſt 
« relation ſhe has in the kingdom.“ 
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© Ycu are a much better ſchemer than I,“ 
replied Mrs. Orrice ; for ſuch a plot as 


this would never have entered my head. 


* I own we had formed a deſign of eſcap- 


3 ing from the only enemy, I dare be- 
2 < lieve, this lady has in the world. 


* You do confeſs ſo much, do you, in- 
* triguing witch? I find now to whoſe in- 
ſtigations I am to impute the ill opinion 


* ſhe harbours of me; and ſhall take ſome 
© opportunity of making a ſuitable re- 


turn. But as the chaiſe is come, we 
* will proceed on our journey: and to 
prevent your further counſel from fruſ- 


trating ny deſigns, I will be of your 


company.“ So faying, he forced them 


both into the chaiſe, and crowded himſelf in 


with them. His niece abandoned herſelf 
to tears and lamentations for ſeveral miles; 


when the ſound of a carriage and horſes 


induced her to lift up her ſtreaming eyes; 
and ſhe diſcerned a poſt-chaiſe, attended 
by ſeveral men, well mounted and armed. 
At that inſtant ſhe reiterated her cries ſo 
loudly, that not all her uncle's efforts to 
ſtifle them, could prevent their reaching 

K 2 the 
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the ears of the horſemen; one of whom 
ſtopped the poſtilion, and declared he 
would blow his brains out, if he moved a 
ſtep further, till he was informed what oc- 
caſioned the cries of the perſon within. 
Then calling to the gentlemen who were 
with him, Sir John, Mr. Haws, ſaid 
he, © pray, enquire into the cauſe of theſe 
extraordinary outcries and lamentations.” 


The young lady, in -her fright, did not 


the leaſt recollect Mr. Haws, who was by 


this time cloſe to that ſide of the chaiſe on 


which Mr. Oſmond fat; but with uplifted | 


hands, in an agony, ſaid, If you are a 
£ Chriſtian, reſcue an innocent woman 
« from this vile monſter !* pointing to her 


uncle. Odds bobs!* cried he,“ is it 


you Miſs Phœbe? Why, what-a-ſhame 


is the matter, Squire Oſmond ?“ I 
_ © ſhall ſatisfy your impertinent curioſity,” 

returned he, unſheathing his ſword, and 
attempting to jump out of the chaiſe. — 
' © Nay, if you are for that ſport,” cried 
| Haws, © have at you,” ſnatching a piſtol 
from his holſters. Theſe preparations 


augmented the lady's terror; and, ap- 
233 prehenſive 
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prehenſive of the conſequences, ſhe gave 


a ſcream, and her fits returned. The gen- 


tleman who had quitted his chaiſe on being 
* fummoned by him who held the horſe on 


which the poſtilion ſat, perceiving her 
condition, took her in his arms, and, in 
deſpite of the oppoſition made by her 
uncle's attendants (who, to confeſs a truth, 

fearing to be oppreſſed by numbers, made 
but little reſiſtance) placed her and Mrs. 
Orrice in it, and drove off the way he 
came, leaving ſome armed ſervants with 
his two friends; who ſoon found Mr. Oſ- 
mond was not in a condition to combat 
with them; for, in haſtily flinging himſelf 


out of the chaiſe, his foor ſlipped, and he 


fell to the ground, the point of his ſword 


piercing his fide. The travellers obſerving 


the accident, diſmounted, and endeavoured 
with their retinue to aſſiſt him. The blood 
followed the ſword in ſo copious a ſtream, 
as to alarm the wretch from whom it iſ- 
ſued; who begged, in a ſuppliant tone, 
a ſurgeon might be fetched. Accordingly, 


 & ſervant was ſent to Chelmsford, and re- 
turned with one in half an. hour; who- 


we 3 bound 
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bound up the wound, and placed him in 


the chaiſe; in which he was drove with 


the like pace and folemnity, as if he had 
been condemned to conclude the journey 
at T'yburn : a deſtination the reader might 
not think: unſuitable, But his attendants, 
| who had no legal commiſſion to wait 
upon him there, conducted him to an 
inn at Chelmsford ; where the ſurgeon 
dreſſed his wound. Mr. Haws ſtaying in 


the room during the operation, and de- 
manding his opinion of the caſe; he an- 


Pg 


ſwered, it might probably confine him 


ſome time; but he ſaw no mortal ſymp- 
toms. Mr. Oſmond overhearing this, 
vented many bitter execrations at Mr, 
Haws, demanding his niece of him. He 
replied, * You need not ſwear at this 
* woundy rate, for the care I have taken 
of you; and as to Miſs, I will take care 


« ſhe ſhall go where ſhe thinks fit. I wiſh 


you well; and ſo, your ſervant.” After 
he left the room, Mr. Oſmond continued 
exclaiming in paſſionate terms, till the 
ſurgeon repreſenting ſuch choleric beha- 


viour as extremely dangerous in his cir- 
cumſtances, 
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cumſtances, ſince it muſt irritate his 


wound, and increaſe his fever, earneſtly + 
_ adviſed him to compoſe himſelf, He en- 
dea voured to follow this advice: but tho? | 
be continued ſilent, the perturbation of | 
dis mind rendered all efforts towards reſt | 
ineffectual: and he had remained in vio- 
Tent agitations two hours, when one of his 
ſervants approaching his bed, informed 
him, that Mr. Trailer deſired to ſee him. 
= -* Trailer | P cried he; * deſire him to come 
Sa 
| F Mr. Trailer, at his entrance into the 
J camber. greeted him in theſe terms: 
What a plague, Dick, could you mean, 75 


by undertaking a ſcheme without con- 
© ſulting me! You have made a fine hand 
& of it! When, if I had been let into 
your deſign, I would have defied all the 
* boobies in the nation to have fruſtrated 
© it.” © Prithee, Perry,” returned the lan- 
guid wretch, © have compaſſion on my 
* caſe, and do not aggravate my torture; 
but tell me, what devil kept you from 
meeting me at Tilbury ?—* Rot you, 
« « Dick! do you take me for a conjurer ? 
2 K 4 * How 
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| How the devil could I divine you wanted 


me there ?* —* Why, did not Richard 
deliver my letter to you on Wedneſday ? ? 


He told me he did: but you were en- 
gaged at cards with Lord Shuffle, and 
other company; ; whom you could. not 
leave to anſwer it; but faid, it was very 


well.“ Curſe the dog ! I received no 
letter fem him; nor . I feen him 


fince I ſaw you.'—* How came you 


then acquainted with my confounded 


rden ? and what brought you hither?? 
—* came to this town to fetch a baſtard, | 


who has been an expence to me, in 
order to enter him into the Marine 


Society. Alighting at The Black Boy, 


I ſaw an aukward young fellow, whoſe 
frock was beſmeared with blood, which 


ſeveral ſervants, in a handſome livery, 
were employed in waſhing off. This 
appearance induced me to aſk if he had 
met with any accident : he, hearing the 


queſtion, anſwered, © I cannot fay but 


that I have happened of an ugly buſi- 
6 neſs; and if you will walk into this 
room, friend, and take part of a ſneaker 


66 with 
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with me, I wilt tell you how it was.“ 
This ruſtic invitation J accepted; and 
the moment ] ſet foot into the room, a 


55 


p lifted. it to his mouth, and drank 4 


Oſmond, and all ſuch chaps; inſiſting on 


my pledging him. The conſternation 
this odd: toaſt threw me into, muſt have 


A 


raiſed ſuſpicion in a perſon of any diſ- 


© cernment: but he ſeemed: very well ſa- 


_ © tisfied at my ſwallowing, confuſion to our 
enemies, I then told him, I ſuſpected he 
had had a rencounter with the gentleman. 
he had mentioned; whoſe character, I had 


© heard, was, to be hot, upon the leaſt pro- 
© vocation.” — Aye, aye,” cried the 


booby, he is hot enough, Tl warrant 
© him, or he could never have fell into a 
*« paſſion with ſuch a ſweet-tempered body 
* as his kinſwoman, and make her ſhriek 


* out for her life.” He then related 


the manner of his meeting with you, 
and the accident that enſued; calling 
=> in three ſeryants, who atteſted the tact 
. 5 <3 


bowl of punch being on the table, he 


' hearty draught, 70 the confuſion of *Squire 
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* to be as he ſaid. It was lucky he had 
* ſucha guard; otherwiſe, I ſhould have 


— a 


* 


thought it more politic to ſtifle my in- 
dignation, and endeavour to ſift what! 
could out of him relating to the girl, 
whom he continued to call your niece. 
To this end, I applauded the part he 
had taken; and expreſſed concern for 
her ſafety.“ Sir,“ ſaid he, Miſs 
is beholden to you; but you need not 
vex yourſelf about her; for Sir John 
Emlin brought her off ſafe to this town. 
And though ſhe is mortally melancholic, 
I do not hear ſhe has got any great 
matter of hurt; but after reſting a day 
or two, ſhe may ſet out for Kent.” — 
I This intelligence curſedly provoked me; 
for I have heard Sir John is as well ac- 
<£ compliſhed a young fellow as any in the 
kingdom, and a ſober ſolemn dog ! likely 
to credit her ſtory, and deem it a point 
« of honour to conduct her whither ſne 
pleaſes.— The devil !* cried the wretch |! 
from the bed. * 1s there no-way to pre- 
| 2 


K 


§«„%ſ „ 


*% 


collared him. But as matters were, I | 
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© vent”? — Hear me out, Dick—Per- 


} © ceiving the ruſtic talked of the girl as if 
'} © he liked her, I endeavoured to alarm his 
} * jealouſy, by hinting, Sir John might 
* prove a rival; ſwore the world talked 


much of his amours; and declared ſhe 


was in more danger from ſuch a de- 


bauchée, than any he could reſcue her 


from: adding a recital of many ſchemes 
you and I have been engaged in, which 
© I palmed upon the Baronet. He ſeemed 


very attentive; and told me, at parting, 


he would perſuade her, if ſhe could 
bear the journey, to return on Saturday 
© with him, by the ſame route ſhe came.“ 
— Dear Perry!” cried the uncle, thou 
© haſt a fertile genius: if you will but 
* employ it to get the little fugitive 


* once more into my power, I will diſ- 
charge the debt you contracted at Ar- 
* thur's, and give you two hundred 
pounds beſides, to try your luck again.“ 
—* Well, I will do my endeavour, In 
© the mean time, I beg you would com- 


* poſe yourſelt; for it would be plaguy 
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hard to hazard a fever and your life in 
© this trifling affair. I ſaw a ſmart lafs 
© at the bar, as I paſſed; my lanlady's 
* daughter, I gueſs; with whom I will | 
© have a little chat, whilſt you ſteep.'— 
© Sleep! how the devil ſhould I fleep, 

< when my brain is on fire, and my 

© wound gives ſuch confounded twinges ?” 

Trailer uſed many arguments, tagged 
with oaths, to convince him of the ne- 

 Eeſſity of repoſe, Neither of which re- 

quiring a repetition, the reader may quit 
theſe creatures, if he pleaſes, and lend 
his attention to what paſſed at T he 

Willows, 
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CHAP. VI. 


1E meſſenger Lady Fofter had iſ: 
patched to Graveſend, returned with 
the letter he had carried, and declared he 
was unable to give any account of Mr.. 
Oſmond or Miſs Prado: and ſhe remained 
in the utmoſt anxiety and ſuſpence con» 
cerning the fate of her amiable ward, when 
Mr. Haws arrived at The Willows. The 
moment he ſaw her, he cried, There 
© has been a fine kettle of fiſþ about Miſs 
Prado. Miſs Prado!“ faid ſhe, © have 
you heard any news of her? “ News! 
© aye, ſuch news as would make your hair 
* ſtand on end. There is ſuch a pack of 
ill. conditioned knaves about, that an 
*- honeſt. body does not know how to deal 
with them.” — True, nephew,” ſaid. 
Mrs. Foſter ; / but what have you heard 
„of Mrs. Prado* — Why, there had 
like to have been murder and crotmer 3 
95 work, I can tell you /—* What do you 
mean ? cried the other lady. —* Why, 


e ten you all how and about it, when ' 
YE. (242139 YY 5 am 
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am cooler,” flinging his wig off, and 
nen mann his waiſtcoat. Come, ne- 

phew, as my Lady ſays, let us hear 
what you know of the young gentlewo- 

« man.“ Pleaſe to let the butler bring 

© a bottle of rheniſh firſt ; for my throat 

=" ſparched up.* Not all the intreaties of 
the ladies, who were very impatient for in- 
formation, could force a word more from 
him, till he had emptied the bottle. Now 
© I have /quenched my thirſt,* ſaid he, you 
© ſhall hear. You know I went to Chelms- 
© ford of an errand for my father; which 
was, to meet one Sir John Emlin, a 
young Knight and Baron. Knight, as clever 
ca gentleman, to my thinking, as you” |? 

« ſhould ſee, if he had but a little better 
+ {kill in horſe- fleſn.—“ What is all this 4 

to Miſs Prado? cried Lady Foſter.— 

C Why, you ſhall hear. He wanted to- 

buy an eſtate, that my father is willing 

to diſpoſe of, about ſix miles from that 
town. is like to create an intereſt. 

c againſt t] the next choice z but that I can. 

not be certain of. So J ſupped with 


0 An at Mr. Scrivener' 8 the, lawyer” „ on 
Wiedneſday 


1 
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* Wedneſday night; and a merry com- 
* panion Mr. Scrivener is. He drank my 


« ſweetheart's health; but little did he fore- 
© think who ſhe was, aunt.' — How 


© often, Mr. Haws, muſt 1 beg an ac- 


count of Miſs Prado ?”—* Why, aye, 


: * my Lady; that's true. So, after ſup- 
0 per, Sir John, and Mr. Scrivener, and 


*1, and his ſteward, agreed to ſet out be- 


mond, driving Miſs Phoebe furiouſly 
along in a poſt-chaiſe, who ſhrieked as 


« if ſhe would rend the earth, and prayed 


dus to take her from a monſter ; meaning 


© her kinſman.* He then gave the ladies 
an account of all that happened, till their 


return to Chelmsford; Where,“ conti- 
nued he, the Squire was plaiſtered-up, 
and put to-bed, Sir John was very 


glad to find I knew who they were; and 


ſaid, he would wait upon me and the 


« 1 to The Willows, whenever we 


* plealed, Thinks I, this is very hand- 
he « ſome 


times in the morning, for to look over 
the premiſes before the bargain ſhould be 
© ſettled. So out we went; and when we 
© had got two miles, we met Squire Oſ- 
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* ſome in a ſtranger, to offer to go out of 


© his way, for the ſake of our company. 


But there is no knowing what folks are 


© by their talk; for, as ſure as you are 
© alive, he meant no good. How you 
alarm me!” cried Lady Foſter. © Where 
is Miſs Prado ?*—* Coming here, as faſt 


gas a coach and fix horſes can drive her.” 


— Where did you procure that convey- 
0 90385 Is Sir John with her ?*—* You 
* muſt not be ſo haſty, my Lady. Sir 


* John with her! No, I know better 3 than 


* ro truſt her with him: for I heard by- 
© the-by, that he is the duce-and-all for a 


© girl.” Here he digreſſed, to relate a con- 


verſation that paſſed between him and a 


ſtranger at The Black Boy; from whom 


he was informed, that the Baronet was no- 


torious for making miſſes (as he expreſſed: 


himſelf) ; and that he had trepanned many: 


young women from their friends ; and 


when he grew tired of them, carried them 


into the Papiſb countries, and put them 


into nunneries. I the more minded 
© what this gentleman ſaid,” added he; 
2 An I heard Sir John himſelf ſay, 


when 
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when he was at Venus, he uſed to talk 


R _ 


© had heard; and ſhe ſeemed very /oy to 
him afterwards, though he kept very 


© I took it to Tilbury; and there we 


paſſed the ferry, and lay laſt night at 
7 Graveſend ; where I ordered another 


© poſt-chaiſe to be in readineſs by eight 


. o*clock this morning. And whilſt Miſs 
and the maid were at breakfaſt, I took 


a cold tongue in my hand, and ſaun- 


© tered about the ſtable-yard. When, 
© what ſhould I ſee drive i in, but a coach- 


and ſix, and an honeſt acquaintance of 
* mine in it. He was overjoyed to meet 
me; and underſtanding who was with 
C me, deſired to be introduced to Miſs. 

© 50, 


with the women in the nunneries; and 
ſhewed us a purſe that one of then 
made, So I told Miſs Phoebe what I 


cloſe to her. And yeſterday morning, 
when the poſt-chaiſe was ready, his 
© horſe was brought out, and his ſervants 
© mounted to go with us: but ſhe, in a 
« kind of a civil way, refuſed his company. 
He ſeemed daſbed, and looked like Bate- 

© man's ghoſt, when the chaiſe drove off. 
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© So I ſhewed him into the room where 


a 


© tleman's name ?* ſaid Lady Foſter.— 
© Nay, that you may gueſs. He knows 
you, my Lady, and my aunt Foſter 
too, and talked very mannerly about you 
both. As for my aunt, he ſaid ſhe was 
the fineſt bred lady he ever heard 9 
Il »am greatly obliged to your ingenious 
friend, returned ſhe; but pray, ne- 
phew, who is he? — “ I beg, cried Lady 
Foſter, you would not ſo frequently di- 


L grels;- but tell me, why Miſs Prado is 


I know no more than you do. The 
* horſes looked able; and a handſome ſett 
© they are. Why did you leave her, 
 ©* Mr. Haws? and how came ſhe not to 


A k 


come on in the poſt-chaiſe ?*—* I was 
going to tell you, my Lady. Juſt as 
© we had breakfaſted, my landlord called 


WW 2 RF 


La 


pardon for an accident that had hap- 


Lo 


It 


ſhe was; and he told us abundance of 
diverting ſtories.”—* What was the gen- 


pened, whilſt he was waiting on ſome. 
company in the back-part of the houſe. 


* 
wo 
1 
4 
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me out of the room, and begged my 
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It feems, a gentleman, dreſſed for all the 
world like me, came into the yard, and 
ordered the poſt-boy to put-to; then 
whipt himſelf into the chaiſe, and drove 
away above an hour before. My land- 
lord heard of it; and what vexed him, 


was, there could not be another got in 


I flew into a paſſion ; and talked ſo loud, 


that my friend came out to know what 
was the matter. As ſoon as he under- 
ſtood how it was, he fell a rating my 
landlord, and threatened never to uſe his 
houſe again.— Upon which, he ſaid he 
was ſo ſorry, and talked ſo handſomely, 
that I was a little pacified. But when I 
let Miſs Phœbe into the light on't, ſhe 
cried ſo piteouſly, that the gentleman ſaid, 


he muſt inſiſt on ſetting her and her maid 


down at The Willows, which would not 
be above five miles out of his way; but if 
it was fifty, he ſhould be glad of ſuch an 
opportunity to do vs ſervice, Miſs was 
not over-willing to accept his offer; but 
ſaid, if there were horſes to be hired in 


the town, ſhe had rather ride along 
| with 
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the fineſt bred lady he ever heard of.'— 


1 I am greatly obliged to your ingenious 
2 friend,“ returned ſhe; „ but pray, ne- 


* phew, whoi is he?—“ 1 beg,” cried Lady Z 


Folter, * * you would not ſo frequently di- 


© preſs; but tell me, why Miſs Prado is 

« not here? Nay, as to that, my Lady, | 
* I know no more than you do. The 
| ©. horſes looked able; and a handſome ſett 


* they are.— Why did you leave her, 
Mr. Haws? and how came ſhe not to 
come on in the poſt-chaiſe ??—* I was 
going to tell you, my Lady. Juſt as 
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So I ſhewed him into the room where 
ſhe was; and he told us abundance of 
© diverting ſtories.”—* What was the gen- 

© tleman's name?“ ſaid Lady Foſter.— 

© Nay, that you may gueſs, He knows 
you, my Lady, and my aunt Foſter 
© too, and talked very mannerly about you 
both. As for my aunt, he ſaid ſhe was 


we had breakfaſted, my landlord called 
me out of the room, and begged my 


pardon for an accident that had hap- 
pened, whilſt he was waiting on ſome _ 
company in the back-part of the houſe. 
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It ſeems, a gentleman, dreſſed for all the 


world like me, came into the yard, and 
ordered the poſt-boy to put-to; then 
whipt himſelf into the chaiſe, and drove 
away above an hour before. My land- 
lord heard of it; and what vexed him, 
was, there could not be another got in 
the town that day, for love or money. 
1 flew into a paſſion ; and talked fo loud, 
that my friend came out to know what 
was the matter. As ſoon as he under- 
ſtood how it was, he fell a rating my 
landlord, and threatened never to uſe his 
houſe again.—Upon which, he ſaid he 
was ſo ſorry, and talked ſo handſomely, 
that I was a little pacified. But when I 
let Miſs Phcebe into the light on't, ſne 
cried ſo piteouſly, that the gentleman ſaid, ' 
he muſt inſiſt on ſetting her and her maid 
down at The Willows, which would not 
be above five miles out of his way; but if 
it was fifty, he ſhould be glad of ſuch an 
opportunity to do vs ſervice, Miſs was 


not over-willing to accept his offer ; but 


faid, if there were horſes to be hired in 
the town, ſhe had rather ride along 
0 with 
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0 
6 


with me. But the landlord told us there 
vas none, but ſuch gibbs as would throw 
her; and ſo, with much perſuaſion, ſne 
and the maid got into the coach. And 
as they were driving out at the gate, 
the gentleman took notice of Teazer; 
ſaying, he would give money his fellow _ 
Nim were with him; for, with that 
horſe, he would have been at The Wil- 
© lows ſome hours before the coach, and 
informed you Miſs was coming. I 
told him, I would challenge all England 
to beat my mare upon the road; though 
I ſhould not like to truſt her with his 
Jockeys. So I ſpurred on; and you ſee 
T have fairly diſtanced the coach. I 
muſt once more aſk you,* ſaid Lady 
Foſter, to whoſe care you have con- 
= 


ſigned Miſs Prado ?*—* A very worthy 


© gentleman, my Lady: his name is 
E 


Trailer.“ At this information, the co- 


lour forſook her lips; which, trembling, 
demanded where his acquaintance with 
Mr. Trailer commenced? Upon his an- 


ſwering, at The Black Boy at Chelmsford, 


the Gy inveighed - againſt Mr. Oſ- 5 


mond's 
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| mond's treachery, ſaying, * This Trailer 
is an agent of that vile man's; and by 
the artifice practiſed to deprive the 


young lady of Sir John Emlin's pro- 


tection, I am certain he traduced that 


gentleman. Who knows what will be- 


come of her, whilſt in the power of ſuch 
diabolical villains !* A torrent of tears 
followed this ſpeech. * Dear me!* cried 
5 ſiſter, we ought not to entertain ſo 
© uncharitable a ſuppoſition, There are, 


doubtleſs, many perſons of the name of 


Trailer; and from my nephew's repre- 
ſentation of this polite gentleman, one 
cannot ſuppoſe he would league with 

that wicked man.'—* As my aunt ſays, 

*tis like, my Lady, there may be other 
folks of that name, beſides him you 
mean. Don't you think, if I were to 
travel all over England, I could pick 
up Haws enough? ] am convinced, 

from all e ee returned ſhe, 


he is the identical perſon whom Mr. Oſ- 
mond has employed to ſteal away his 


niece, with the vileſt deſign.—“ What 
ſhould he ſteal her for ?* cried Haws. 


She 


OF: 


3 
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She has not a great portion, that Ican 
hear of; and ſhe is too near a-kin to be 
his ſweetheart : for if he were to marry |! 


her, I ſuppoſe he would be put into the 


the way we came; and will not return, 


(till I bring tidings of her.“ I accept _ 1 


your offer, Sir: but where is your 
| 0 ſervant : % 


« crown-office” Lady F oſter perceiving he | ; 
had no idea of Mr. Oſmond's intentions; N 
and fearing, if they got air, envy or miſ- 
take ound occaſion miſrepreſentations, 

that might redound to the young lady's diſ- 
advantage, thought it improper to com- 
municate to him the letter which ſhe had 
in her poſſeſſion: but told him, ſhe ha 
authentic information of Mr. Oſmond's 
employing Mr. Trailer to decoy his niece 

from her; aſſuring him, the letter from 
Mr. Prado's ſervant, dated from Portſ- 
mouth, was forged by her uncle, to get 
her into his power: and if ſhe did not 
arrive that night, ſhe would diſpatch meſ- 
 ſengers to enquire after her. Since you 
© think me to blame for leaving her,“ 
ſaid Mr. Haws, if ſhe does not come 
© to-night, I will ſet out in the morning 
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town; and proceeded according to his di- 


rection to the houſe of Colonel L-— 
where he had the mortification to be in- 
formed, that the Colonel was out of town 
for ſome days. Upon which information, 


he determined to ride on to Chelmsford, and 


conſult with Sir John Emlin what was to 
be done; of whoſe character he had, from 


what Lady Foſter ſaid, formed an high 


opinion. 


ſervant ??—* O, I was forced to ſend 
Nathan with a line to my father from 
Mr. Scrivener : but you may lend me 
Jerry, or any of your men.'— You 
may take which you pleaſe, Sir : but 
the road you came is not a probable one 
to trace Mr. Trailer in; who, no doubt, 
bo gone to London. And though you 
have never been there, any of my ſer- 
vants ſhall conduct you ſafe; and Iwill 

* give you a letter to Colonel L—— who | 

© has ſo extenſive an acquaintance, that, 

* amongſt them, I make no queſtion but 
he will be able to find out Mr. Trailer's 
© abode.' This being agreed upon, and 
no Miſs Prado appearing that night, Mr. 
Haws ſet out early in the morning for 
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: opinion. He no ſooner ſaw that gente 
man, than he, in his way, acquainted him 
with what had paſſed in regard to Miſs 
Prado; and her ladyſhip's ſuſpicions of 
Mr. Trailer's deſigns. The Baronet, tho* | 
he had an heart as devoid of guile as the 
Squire's, was induced, from a ſuperiority | 
of underſtanding, to think the ſtratagems 
| uſed to remove the young lady from her 
guardian, muſt proceed from ſiniſter in- 
tentions; and being of a humane diſpo- ; 
fition, he would have exerted his utmoſt 
efforts towards the relief of any perſon in 
diſtreſs. But I muſt confeſs this inherent 


philanthropy was, in this peculiar inſtance, 


| heightened by the favourable opinion he | 
entertained of the amiable object that re- 
quired his aſſiſtance. For though he had : 
more prudence than to ſurrender his | 


heart at firſt ſight, he was not inſenſible 


of charms, that made an impreſſion on it 
even then; and by the converſation ſhe 


favoured him with at Chelmsford; he 
thought her poſſeſſed of more permanent 


beauties than any defined by the ingenious 
author of Crito. The force of theſe lat- 


ter, 
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ter, added to the former, had gained her 
ſuch a conqueſt, as muſt reflect honour 
on any woman of good-ſenſe and virtue. 


However, as no idea of love entered his "oY 
B mind, 


c W hich angels might not + bear, and. WOE ul 


„ he propoſed more accurately examining 
the diſpoſition of her, who had given birth 
to that paſſion in his breaſt, before he re- 
vealed his ſentiments. With this view, he 
offered to attend her back to The Willows; 
and, chagrined as he was at her refuſing 
him that favour, and in ſpite of the re- 
preſentation the auk ward Squire made of 


her circumſtances, who had officiouſly i in- 


: formed him ſhe was the daughter of a 
ſubaltern officer, and had little 1 to depend : 


upon, excluſive of Lady Foſter's bounty, 


he determined to purſue his ſcheme, Such 
intelligence, inſtead of rendering her, in 
his opinion, a ſuitable object for ſeduction, 
made him think her intitled to the protec- 
tion of thoſe whom Providence had fa- 
E voured with ſuperior wealth and power; 
and he reſolved to uſe his utmoſt en- 
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C deavours to reſcue her fromthe dangerous 
ſituation ſhe was in, ahd replace her with 
her good guardian. So intent was he in 
the proſecution of this laudable deſign, 
that he hardly permitted Mr. Haws to re- 
freſh. himſelf after his long journey, be- 
fore he propoſed a return to town: which 
the Squire did not reliſh; being a good 1 
deal fatigued, and fearing his favourite 
Teazer might be hurt by the expedition... 
Sir John, when acquainted with his objec- | 
tions, engaged that Teazer ſhould be taken 
all poſſible care of, and ſent by a careful 
ſervant after them, when ſhe had been ſuf- 
ficiently. reſted, if he would accompany | 
him back in his poſt-chaiſe ; where he 
might ſleep all the way, if he was ſo dif. 
poſed. He at laſt conſented ; and .they 
ſet forth at nine in the evening. As they 
ſtopped at Rumford to change horſes, they 
perceived an equipage in the inn- yard; but 
the light not being ſufficient to diſcern the 
arms, an unaccoyntable curioſity prompted 
J Sir John to alk a waiter, to whom it be- 
longed. The man anſwered, * I think, 
a che family's name is Oſmond. It 
4 * brought 
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brought a gentleman and lady and her 
* maid hither laſt night: but the poor 
* lady taking to her bed as ſoon as ſhe ar- 

© rived, and deſiring to be private, no- 

body in the houſe has ſeen her yet: and 
though ſhe is extremely ill, will not ſuf- 
* fer a doctor to come near her. Her wo- 
man ſays, the lady's diſorder proceeds 
from vapours; being in affliction about 
* a near relation, who is ill at Chelms- 
ford: and the men-ſervants have not 
© been ſober enough ſince oy came to 


© give any account of her. Where is 


© the gentleman who came with her? 
laid Sir John. The waiter replied, He 


* 1s gone to Chelmsford, to enquire after 


t the ſick perſon.— Pray, ſaid the Ba- 
© ronet, © ſtep to the lady's attendant, and 
© tell her, I would be glad to ſpeak with 
her.“ He diſappeared; and the hoſteſs 
informed Sir John, a few minutes after, 
that the lady had given ſtrict orders, no- 
body ſhould approach her chamber, til! 
morning. A very diſagreeable piece of 
intelligence this to him, who was now 
fully perſuaded ſhe was the perſon he was 
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an ſearch of; and concluded Trailer was 


Zone to conſult with Mr. Oſmond how ke 
ſhould proceed: and he accounted for 


finding her on that road, by conjecturing 


Trailer's orders were, to convey her to 
her uncle, in his equipage, as he was too 


ill to take a journey to town: and as he 


was defirous of effecting her eſcape before 
his return, he determined to paſs that 
night in the houſe; ordering his chaiſe to 
be ready at an early hour j in the morning; 
conſoling himſelf, till that time, with |? 
hopes of diſconcerting the ſchemes of Mr, |: 
Oſmond, and his infamous aſſociate. 


Whilſt his thoughts were employed on 


. the near proſpect of reſcuing the lady, his 
companion enjoyed a profound repoſe. At 
ſeven in the morning, he deſired the lady 


might be informed, a friend of hers, from | 


| Chelmsford, begged leave to impart ſome 
intelligence, that required a private au- 


dience, and was of the utmoſt importance 


do her. The hoſteſs, who delivered. the 
- meſſage, returned in half an hour, with 
the lady's compliments, and ſhe was ready 
0 hear him. But, Sir, added ſhe, 


6 her 
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| © her ſervant deſired I would intreat yot 
| © to deliver what you have to ſay in the 
| © ſofteſt terms; for her lady gueſſes it 
concerns Mr. Oſmond; and ſhe has been 
{ſo terrified about him, that ſhe cannot. 
ſuppore' bad tidings.” He affured her, 
he had none to communicate, but ſuch as, 
he hoped, would be very agreeable , and 
lollowecd her to the lady's chamber. 


_ of 


CHAP. VII- 


7 HEN Sir John Emlin entered he 
VY chamber to which the hoſteſs con- 
ducted him, he difcerned a corpulent old 
woman, ſeated in an eaſy chair, ted, 
| by pillows: and being informed by his in-" 
tfoducer, that was the lady he enquired 
for, he would have immediately retired; 
apologizing for diſturbing. her; and ſay- 
ing, ſhe muſt impute his unſeaſonable in- 
3 truſion to a miſtake.” Pray, Sir, ſaid 
1} the lady, in a feeble voice, did not you 
expect to ſee one of the Oſmond family? 
J underſtood you did. Yes, Madam; 
but to Miſs Prado, Mr. Oſmond's * 
-- © niece, my errand was; and therefore 1 
9 8 3; | 6 hope 3 
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hope you will pardon the miſtake of the 


* gentlewoman who has intreduced me to 

you.“ Ending theſe words with a bow, he 
was moving towards the door; when ſhe, 
alan + into tears, cried, © Stay, I beſeech _ 


you, Sir, Youare not. ſo much miſtaken. 


* 


+ cerns,—You may tell me the worſt that 


has befallen him; for I have heard, by 


Mir. Trailer's ſervant, who overtook one 
of mine upon the road yeſterday morn» 


— 


(my ſteward) to know how he is. For 


5 though he is an ungracious child, yet he 
is all Ihave; and I hoped he would, one 
day or other, become a new man. But if 
he is dead, why ſhould it be kept from 
me, who ſhall ſoon follow him?' Sir 
John, during this ſpeech, remained in the: 


utmoſt conſternation ; which increaſed, 
on her ſtarting from her chair, and, 
catching bold of the flap of his coat, be- 


eeching 


Lou ſent me word you had news from 
Chelmsford to impart. Iam the unhappy | 
mother of the reprobate whom it con- 


ing, that he was deſperately wounded, on 
Saturday, in a ſcuffle about one of his 
© wenches; and I have ſent Mr. Armſtrong 
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ſeeching him to have compaſſion on a mi- 
ſerable mother. Oh! pray, Sir, tell me, 
is my ſon, my Dicky Oſmond, living?“ 
Theſe words fully convinced him, -that all 
the trouble he had been at, inſtead of con- 
ducing to Miſs Prado's releaſe, had 

7 brought him undeſiredly acquainted with 
Lady Oſmond; and the chagrin he felt 
from that conviction, rendered this parley 
very tedious: yet, as he had alarmed her, 
he was ſo humane to aſſure her, her ſon's 
life was out of danger: and not in the 
leaſt ſuſpecting ſhe was unacquainted with 
his niece, - though it was probable ſhe was 
with his behaviour to that young lady, 
he thought proper to contradict the er. 
roneous report of the occaſion of his ac- 
cident; declaring, it àroſe from a deſire 
of retaining his niece againſt her inclina- 
tions, Here the old lady interrupted him; 


O, Sir,” cried ſhe, - © he is very wicked! 


: c indeed, he has not a niece in the world: 
and if he had, her name could not be 
Prado. But he keeps a great many 


* drabs; and he may call them all his 


7 kindred, for aught I know. I doubt 
L 4 C not, 5 
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© not, but he has half a ſcore of ſack 
« nieces.. But pray, Sir, what is become 


of the girl you mean, who cauſed this 


* fray ?* In anſwer to this queſtion, he 


' recounted to her the manner of his firſt 


meeting her ſon, and what enſued, to Mr. 
Trailer- s carrying Miſs Prado clandeſtinely 
off from Mr. Haws; from whoſe report, 
he faid, © I was aſſured ſhe bore that re- 


. lation to Mr. Oſmond; and was a wo- 
man of virtue, patronized by a lady of 


reputation and diſtinction, who called 
him her uncle. —“ Ah! Sir,“ returned 


e, vou are deceived; ſuch women have 


< always a ſtory vampt up; and your 
© friend is impoſed upon by her pretences. 
For if it were the laſt word FE was te 
* ſpeak, I would affirm, he has: not a 


© niece in the wide world.“ It would be 


difficult to deſcribe what paſſed in the Ba- 
ronet's mind at this juncture. Certain it. 
is, 'that he found it-too much confuſed' to 
carry on a further diſcourſe upon the ſub- 


ject: and the old lady, at the motion he 


now made o retire, aner him to 
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The moment he quitted her chamber, | 
he returned to that in which he had paſſed | 1 
the night; and throwing himſelf into a 
chair, reflected on what he had heard. || 
Miſs Prado, in all the converſation he hg k 
with her, called Mr. Oſmond her uncle; £1 
and lamented the misfortune ' of being ſo = 
allied to him. He was one moment 1 i 
tempted to credit her; in the next, his tl 
apprehenſions ſuggeſted her to be a miſ- | 
_ treſs of this pretended uncle's ; - who, 
upon ſome diſguſt, had deſerted him, and 
ingratiated herſelf with the ignorant Mr. » 
Has. Reflections on the account he = 
gave, of her coming from nobody knows 
© Where, and reſiding at a paltry farm- 1 
* houſe in an obſcure village, with an old 
officer, who paſſed for her father, and 
© who had left her, and was gone to Gi- 
* braltar,* anecdotes Haws had received — 
from the ſervants at The Willows, and re- 1 
lated to him, ſeemed to render it proba- 
- bable that her character and condition in | 
life were both aſſumed; Yet if they were 1 
ſo, he could not reconeile ſuch apparent 1 
contradictions, as. that a perſon of Lady 
I. BFF 
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| Foſter's years and diſtinction, exemplary 
goodneſs of heart and underſtanding, 
| ſhould be ſo impoſed upon. It then oc- 
curred to his confuſed imagination, that 
the detail given by Mr. Haws might be 
fiction; and the honeſty of his profeſſions 
might as probably be affected, as the 
young woman's innocence, In this mule 
_ tiplicity of conjecture, he could fix upon 


no better expedient to come at the truth, 


than by viſiting Lady Foſter: and with 
that intention, he enquired if Mr, Haws 
was riſen? Upon which he made his ap- 
Pearance, crying, Why, Sir John, I un- 


© derſtand we are all lod! It is Lady 


* Oſmond's coach, after all. We have | 


been miſtaken, indeed, faid the Baronet ; 
therefore, I muſt beg you would ac- 
company me to The Willows: for be- 


f fore II proceed further in ſearch of Miſs 
Prado, it is neceſſary I ſhould confer 


© with her guardian.'—* No, zhere, Sir 


John, 1 am not with you: you may go 


© there, if you think fit; but they will 


be ready to hang me, if I go, You 


cannot think how they ſnapt me up on 
a . 2 Sunday, 
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Sunday, becauſe I came without Miſs 
Phœbe. I give you thanks for your 
company, Sir John: but now I would 
wiſh you to return to Chelmsford ; where 
my father will write to you about his 
© buſineſs. For my ſhare, Teazer's half- 
kill'd; and I will tarry here, till ſhe is 
reſted : and if my father ſhould be © 
© angry. with me, I don't care: ſince Mr. 
Scrivener has told me how matters are, 

I need not mind him.“ This refuſal in- 
creaſed Sir John's ſuſpicions of Mr. 
Haws ; but being unwilling to condemn 
any one from ſurmiſes only, he civilly 
parted from him, and ſet out by himſelf 


La 


* 


* 


for Kent; and reached The Willows the 


following morning; when he deſired to 
be introduced to Lady Foſter; and was 
informed, ſhe had left that houſe for a fe- 
days. Extremely mortified by this diſap- 
pointment, he went to an inn in the vil- 
lage for refreſhment ; where, from per- 


ſons in an adjoining room, ſeveral names 


were ſounded that engaged his attention; 
and he diſtinctly heard the following- 
ſpoeches.; 1 ye! | Oye! let Phoebe Prado 


L 6 3m © alone 
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© alone to chouſe the old woman: ſie 
knows which ſide her bread is buttered 
on. We ſhall ſee her ger Haws from 
the other girl.'—* I wonder,* ſaid an- 
other voice, that affair is not hinted to 
Mrs. Fofter. But do you really think 
the gentleman who carried her away is 
not her uncle? . Do Tthink ſo? why, 
it is evident . is not. I have heard 
Dick Oſmond declare his intentions of. 
taking her into keeping, before the whole 
bunt. Befides, I well remember, he 
had never a ſiſter; and I knew Prado 
her father when he lived in the Weſt, 
and was clerk to the juſtices. He never 


had an alliance with any man of Of- 


mond's fortune; and was employed as 
an under-ſteward by ſome perfons of 
condition in that neighbourhood. I my- 
ſelf employed him, till I found he racked 
my tenants, and was ſuſpected of fraudu- 
lent practices: upon which I difmiſſed 


him; and the other gentlemen follow- 


ing my example, he was forced to fly 
his country. Between you and I, Lady 


Foſter was very weak to Seen the 
+ girl, 
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„girl, and receive her into her family, on 
© the light acquaintance of ten days: and 


© the cunning old cur her father, after he 
had got rid of her, meeting with Of. 
mond, who, I apprehend, might have 
an eye upon the girl, before ſhe Teint 
from the Weſt, found ſhe would be bet- 
er provided for with him; and Oſmond 
bs procuring him a commiſſion i in the army, 
© he was to trump up a ſtory of affinity 
| ©: between them; to give him a pretence of 


© viſiting her; and removing her to a con- 


_ © venient place, at a proper time, without 
giving any ſuſpicion to the old lady; 
0 wits will, no doubt, receive her, when 
© ſhe thinks fit to return to her: and the 
may then aim at making her market 
1 with Flaus; ; but T ſhall give his aunt an 
item.“ From the magiſterial tone in 


which theſe words were uttered, Sir John 


concluded the ſpeaker was a perſon of 
rank; and aſked the landlord, who were 


in next room? He replied, * The gentle- 


man's name who talks ſo loud, is Puller, 
a ſportſman that lives hard-by: he is 
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dle, the ſon of Sir Orſon Whiſtler's © 
"ſteward, for whom he has lately broke 
a pointer; and the young Squire is 
treating him in return. It does not be- 
come one in my way to ſay all I know. 
of my gueſts.— He ſometimes brings 
company to the houſe; but, poor gen- 
tleman! he is ſo given to bragging and 
domineering, that he often happens to 

© diſoblige his comrades, and comes off 
by the worſt'on't. - Your honour heard 
what he faid of his tenants. - To my 
certain knowlege, he has not an acre of 
ground, or an houſe of his own, in the 
world; and the fifty pounds a year he 
ftfunned old Madam Snarler out of, by _ 
carrying her all the ſcandal in the neigh- 
bourhood, ſhe left him only for life ; and 
he would not be able to make both ends 
meet, if ſome young ſparks, whom he 
now- and-then gives a dog to, did not 
diſcharge his reckoning. He carried 


Madam Foſter a Canary- bird laſt night; 
and is grown very great there with Miſs 


Jay, by bringing her all the news in the 
country.“ Sir John, finding his hoſt of 
CV o 
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ſo communicative a diſpoſition,” made en- 


quiry after the family at The Willows. - 
| The loquacious landlord replied, The 
old lady is whimfical; that's to be ſure: 
© but in the main ſhe is as good a neigh- 
bour as one would deſire to live „ 'F 
don't know much of Miſs Jay: but 
the ſervants ſay, that Squire Haws came 
a a courting to her; and has given her 
(the ſlip, to go after another young lady, 
that has been there lately. —“ Who is 


© ſhe?? cried the Baronet.— Nay, Sir, 


© I don't rightly know. Your honour 
© heard what Mr. Puller ſaid of her.— TO 
© be ſure, there is ſtrange talk of her,— 
Some ſay ſhe's this, and ſome ſay bat; 
but for my ſhare, I don't know who ſhe 
© is, She was but a few days here, before 


© ſhe was fetched away by her uncle, as ſhe 


© called him; though one of his footmen 


© ſaid in my kitchen, he would venture 


* any wager they were nothing a-kin : for 


his maſter, after being her partner at a 
ball, not above three weeks ago, ſent 


the ſervants bet name: which, putting 
— 2 


him after Lady Foſter's coach, to aſk - 
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<alt- matters together, looks odd. Fs : 
<£ Odd, indeed!“ cried Sir John; who 
growing tired of the man's prate, from 
which he was not likely to gain any ſatis- 
factory intelligence, quitted the inn, exceſ- 
ſively uneaſy at what he had heard of Miſs - 
Prado; who, he began to fear, would 
Prove unworthy his purſuit. 
In great perturbation of mind, he bent 
his courſe towards Rocheſter, e 
to go through that city without ſtopping: 
but paſſing the Bull Inn, ſome officers 
were ſitting in a room next the ſtreet ; one 
of which, being of his acquaintance, 
came out to him, and prevailed with him 
do alight, As his mind was overcharged 
at this juncture, he was not diſpleaſed with + 
an opportunity of giving it vent, by im- 
parting the cauſe of his uneaſineſs to Co- 


lonel L. (for him it proved to be): 


and therefore told him, though he was un- 
fit to join a mixed company, he ſhould be 
glad to ſpend an hour with him, if he 
could detach himſelf from his compani- 


ons, without a breach of good manners, 


pon which, — Colonel ſtepped and 
apologized 
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apologized to the other gentlemen for his 
abſence, and attended bim into another. 
room. 


CHAP VII. 


(HE Colonel and the Baronet were 
| no ſooner ſhewed into a room by = 
themſelves, than the former demanded of i] 
Sir John the occaſion of that dejection, ſo = 

viſible in his countenance, Upon which, 
he related the cauſe of his peregrination, 
and the reſult; acquainting him with all 
he had heard of Miſs Prado, and lament- 
ing the accident which brought him ac- 
quainted with her; ſaying, it was un- 
lucky to the laſt degree; ſince ſhe was the 
only woman who had ever made ſuch an. | 
impreſſion on his heart, as it would be 
difficult to- eraſe. © And is It'a love affair 4 
Hat laft,* ſaid the Colonel, © that has put 
you into the diſmals ?*'— © T own it is, 2 | 
replied the other; and a very ſerious 1 
* one.'—* I am ſorry for that, Sir John; 
© for, upon my honour, to ſpeak as a 
« friend, , 
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friend, I think it much better dropped. 
Not that I the leaſt credit the report of 
ſo notorious a liar as Puller, whoſe cha- 

© rater I am no ſtranger to; and who 
© probably is as little acquainted with _ 
© her and her family as myſelf. He pre- 
«tends, indeed, to an univerſal intereſt 
in every perſon's. affairs; though he 
is never: permitted to affociate with 
any - body of condition, except he in- 


e trudes - himſelf under the conduct of- 


** ſome booby-heir, whom he has initiated 
into the rudiments of ſporting. But 
the intelligence given by Lady Oſmond, 
Mr. Haws, and your talkative hoſt, 
<- affords a greater appearance of vera- 
city in this caſe, than his aſſertions 
<-uſually. have. I am not ſurpriſed at 
your being charmed with Miſs Prado: 
6 ſhe is certainly very handſome, and 
_ *: well-accompliſhed. I thought her ſo, 
ein the ſhort acquaintance I have had 
with her; but there is ſomething very 
myſterious in hers and her father's con- 
duct, which, I think, wants clearing 

| Sup. 
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* up. I have taken no ſmall pains to find 


4 


body that knows the leaſt of Mr. Pra- 
© do, more than that a perſon of that 
name has lately purchaſed a commiffion- 
in ———— regiment : and I have con- 


_ © verſed with many of Mr. Oſmond's in- 


© timates, who never heard he had ſuch a. 
0 brother, In ſhort, I would adviſe you. 
© to a tour; in which you may meet with, 
ſome amiable object, who will probably; 


| 


- 


_ © appearances, it is imprudent to retain. 


— But ſuppoſe,” ſaid Sir John, the 
© ſweet creature (ſuffer. me, Colonel, to 
give her that epithet) is aſperſed, and: 


: 


ſome happier man gains her affections in 
the mean time, how ſhould I condemn: 
myſelf for quitting the purſuit !'——* Sup-- 


„„ „ 


* 


John, will be caſt upon your under- 
_ © ſtanding, when become the dupe of an. 
« artful light woman! I have an heart 


ngo leſs ſuſceptible of tender impreſſions: 


© than yours: witneſs m two years chace 
: | 6 « off 


out her family; and cannot hear of any- 


eraſe the idea of her: which, from all: 


poſe ſhe is not, what reflections, Sir 
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of Lady Bab; and if ſhe honours me 
E © with her hand at laſt, I ſhall eſteem it 
| © an ample recompence for all my aſſi- 
| ® duity. But ſhould I not be able to 
bring about {6 happy an event, I am 
determined never to rob the willow of 
© one branch, to humour her Caprice, '— 
© Youare happy, Colonel, in a very tran- 
„ quil philoſophical diſpoſition. I muſt 
» own, to be rejected by the lady on whom F 
| I had placed my affections, would affect ö 
mae deeply. Though, had J an attach- 
| ment of that nature to the lady you 
1 mention, her peculiarity of humour, 
= © bordering ſo near upon coquetry, might 
: © releaſe me: and I have often been ſur- 
priſed to obſerve with what coolneſs and 
| « ſeeming eaſe you have retorted her 
Kkeeneſt raillery, without being deterred” 
from attacking her heart. I am con- 
vinced, Sir John, it is a prize worth 
65 attaining, or 1 had not ſo long con- 
© tended for it. Her conſtitutional gaiety, 
© that alarms you, is very agreeable to 
Bo me; who have remarked, it is neither 
> * the: 
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the reſult of a ſatirical or coquetiſh 
temper 3 never exerted on ſerious topics, 


nor ever degenerates into the indeli- 
© cacy of the Hh en. Your addreſſes, 
Colonel, do her honour ; poſſeſſed of 


ſuch uncommon merit, and a fortune 


ſufficient to recommend you to a more 


wealthy alliance. Though her rank 


equivalent to my dirty acres, cried the 


Colonel, and though ſhe could bring 


me ſeventy thouſand pounds, inſtead of 
ſeven, ſhe would never have attracted 


my regard, if unendowed with ſuch qua- 


lities, as I rate above all price.“ In 


that reſpect,” ſaid the Baronet, © your 


ſentiments are agreeable to mine; and 
were I certain the lovely wanderer I am 


in ſearch of, really poſſeſſed that purity 


of heart, and delicacy of ſentiment, 
which her countenance and. diſcourſe. 


Indicate, no want of fortune, on her 


part, ſhould deter me from purſuing 
her, and offering her mine. Yet ſhould 
* pleaſing ſuppoſition be fact, ſhe has 

doubtleſs 


| 
| 
f 


- 


238 Tur BROTHERS 


doubtleſs been regarded by as partial 
eyes; and probably attended to the ſuit 


of a deſerving rival.“ Haws, for in- 
ſtance, ſaid the laughing Colonel. 5 


Pr'ythee, Sir John, leave quixotting, 
and remove this peerleſs Dulcinea from 
© your thoughts. If it was not that we are 


* at loggerheads with the French, I would 
© preſcribe a trip to Paris, as a catholicon 


for your diſeaſe: 2 


The forightly drinks of Louis TROY court 
Have meaning faces, more than genuine charms : 


Their gallant Monarque, who to beauty bends, 


Adorn'd with jewels, or diſgrac d with rags, 
Excites their wit, and co/ours all their cheeks. 
"UNE our Albion aps . and | an 


= © There is a debe of friendly Addifon for 


« you, Sir John; but if, like his young 


- © Numidian, you prefer intellectual to ex- 
© terior charms, do ſo, and be happy: yet 
have ſome regard to parity of birth in 
your choice; and remember every beau- 


tiful outſide Joes not contain the ſoul of 


7 a Pamela. However, as the Pariſian 
. © ſcheme i is not eligible at this juncture, I 


0 * would 
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*« would adviſe, for a ſuccedaneum, the 
tour of Tunbridge, Scarborough, and 
Bath ; which would engage you ſome 
months, till your flame went out of it- 
-<£ ſelf, or changed for a better. I am 
obliged to you, Colonel, whether ſerious 
or in jeſt; but: muſt take time to reflect, 
before I determine. The affair that car- 
ried me into Eſſex, will engage me ſome 


weeks; but I muſt firſt go to town; and 
© therefore will no longer keep you from | | 
«c | 


your company. — The civilities which 
paſſed between theſe gentlemen at parting 
being no more than what are uſual in ſuch 
caſes, I paſs them over, and return to Miſs 
Prado; in whoſe cauſe I am defirous of 
intereſting every gentle reader, 


Ol RS 
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A 'FTER the conference betworn Mr. 5 
Trailer and his friend Mr. Oſmond 


in his bed at Chelmsford, already related, 
the former, induced by the bribe offered, 
formed a ſcheme to make ſure of it; and 
in order to bring it about, diſpatched an 
expreſs to London for a livery- coach with 
a ſett of horſes; in which he went, on 
the Saturday night, within a few miles of 
Graveſend ; and gained that town time 
enough to complete his plot, ſo far as to 
get Miſs Prado from Mr. Haws. The 
affair of the poſt-chaiſe was a contrivance 
betweeen him and one of his agents, who | 


was to perſonate Mr. Haws, while ſeveral 
more were to engage every other vehicle 


of that ſort in the town, for that day. 
As ſoon as he perceived Mr. Haws was 
out of ſight, he ordered the coachman to 


take the leaſt duſty road, The fellow, 
who knew the meaning of the hint, took 
the firſt opportunity to ſtrike off into that 
Ty 0 
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to London, leaving that which led to The 
Willows, and all imperceptibly to Miſs 


Prado, whom Mr. Trailer kept in chat. 


Mrs. Orrice thought the journey much 


longer than it appeared when ſhe went 


with Mr. - Oſmond; and perceiving, when | 
night approached, they had entered Lon- 


don, began to apprehend ſome bad de- 


ſign. But fearful of alarming the young 


lady, and apprehending the worſt conſe- 
quences, if ſhe revealed her ſuſpicions to 


the gentleman, ſhe only aſked him, how 


far this great town was from The W1l- 


lows? adding, If London had been in 
cour road, I ſhould think we were there 


* now.—* You would not be miſtaken,” 
anſwered he; for my ſtupid fellows, 


« knowing I intended going to town when 


1 ſet out in the morning, forgot the 


* contrary orders I gave them at Graveſ- 


end, to take the road to Mrs. Foſter's, 


* 


and have brought me home. I per- 


* ceived the miſtake an hour ago; but as 


£ 


the evening was too far advanced to rec- 
= rify'1 it, 1 chought it to no purpoſe to 
Vo L. I. M 6 mention 


—— 


— 
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mention it. And fince it cannot now be 
© avoided, I hope, Madam,“ bowing to 
Miſs Prado, you will not be unwilling 
to favour my mother and ſiſter with your 
'S. company, for this night; and one, or 
both of them, ſhall attend you home 
« to-morrow.' The chagrin, occaſioned 
by her diſappointment, prevented her re- 
turning ſo complaiſant a reply as the civi- 
liry of the offer ſeemed to require. She 
ſhed tears of vexation, and expreſſed great 
cConcern at being prevented from ſeeing 
Lady Foſter. © I have told you, Madam,” 
ſaid he, how the caſe is: but if you 
'« chuſe to harraſs your ſpirits, and have 
the courage to hazard a midnight expe- 
dition, we will but refreſh ourſelves, 
© change horſes, and I will conduct you 


to your friends: though nothing leſs 
than your commands ſhould induce me 
do repaſsShooters-hillat ſo late an hour.” 

I defire, Sir,” returned ſhe, * to give 


N 


vyou no further trouble, than to procure 


me a poſt-chaiſe to carry me to Rich- 


d mond; where Lady Foſter's houſe- _ 


* keeper 


Pg, © EY OO HP en IOETITEY 
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© keeper will receive me.“ This requeſt 
was made juſt as the coach ſtopped at an 
elegant houſe in Pall-mall; where Mr. 
Trailer alighted, and conducted her in; 


faying, as ſhe could not be accommo— 


dated with a chaiſe | in leſs than an hour, 


| he hoped ſhe would accept what refreſh- 


ment his houſe afforded, after the fatigue 
of her late journey, before ſhe undertook 
another. Upon which, ſhe ſuffered him 
do hand her into ee apartment, fur- 
niſhed in the politeſt taſte; Mrs. Orrice, 
at her deſire, accompanying her. When 
ſhe was ſeated, he begged leave to retire 
for a moment, to acquaint his family with 
her rial. 
During his abſence, Mrs. Orrice ſaid, 
ſhe chought a journey to Richmond, at 
ſo unſeaſonable an hour, not leſs hazard- 


| ous than a longer one; and propoſed | 


taking chairs for Argyle-buildings; where 
Martha, an houſe-maid, whom Lady 
| Foſter had lately ſent out of the coun- 

try, could attend them. I had much 
* rather go to Richmond, returned the 
M . 
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4 


« 


* 


6 


lady; for 1 apprehend more danger 


6 


in remaining in town, where my uncle 
may trace me; and Lady Foſter's houſe 
would be the firſt place he would ſeek 


for me in. At Richmond, Mrs. Huſ- 


ley, and the men-ſervants left there, 
would be a ſecurity. Beſides, 1 do not 
know what to think of this Mr. Trailer. 
Is it not ſtrange he would not diſcover 


we were in the wrong road at firſt? or 


when he did, that he ſhould not apprize. 
us of the miſtake ? 1 hope my fears 
make me more. apprehenſive than I need : 
to be : but the reſult of my vile uncle's 
ſpecious pretences, makes me diſtruſt 
the complaiſance of this gentleman, 
And do you not think he has a wicked 
caſt in his eyes, reſembling that other 
wretch ?? — I think, Madam, his aſ- 
2 is rather too confident; but it would 
be very cenſorious to condemn any one 
from ſuch, an appearance, without, fur- 


ther grounds. If be had not brought 


us to his family, there might have been 


5 cauſe for Hulpicion, z and if the ladies do 


© not 


THE BROTHERS. 245 
not appear to receive us, we ought to 
retreat with the utmoſt expedition but 
ſhould they ſolicit your continuance here 
for this night, I would adviſe you 11. 

to venture further till the morning.“ 
Mr. Trailer's return prevented a reply. 
He ſaid, the ladies were at Lady Hazard's 
rout, but expected home every moment; 
his mother's precarious ſtate of health not 
permitting her to keep late hours. In the 
mean while, he intreated her to eat a 
| ſlice of cake, and drink a glaſs of cham- 
Pe. 
Miſs Prado aſked vim: if be had pro- 
cured her a chaiſe: and was anſwered in 
the affirmative; though he wiſhed ſhe 
would give him leave to countermand his 
orders, as to that; the journey appearing 
a very abſurd undertaking, till ſhe had 
repoſed herſelf: repeating the offer of 
his own equipage, and the attendance of 
the ladies of his family, in the morning, 
either into Kent or Surry, 
Whilſt he was diſcourſing on this head, 

two ladies entered the room, very gen- 


M 2 teelly 


E 
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teelly habited ; whom he preſented to her, 
as his mother and ſiſter ; the former was 
old and corpulent ; the latter young and 
handſome. After ſaluting her, they caſt 
an inquiſitive glance on him; who ſaid, 


Lou are, no doubt, agreeably ſurpriſed 


at the unexpected honour of this lady's 


* viſit: but, to your mortification, I 
©* muſt confeſs, : it was not an intentional : 


bone. He then gave them an account 
of his meeting her—the miſtake of his 
ſervants—and her intentions of proceed- 
ing to Richmond that night. O, that 


© muſt not be,“ cried the old lady. os 


Since fortune has ſo obligingly intro 
* duced ſo agreeable a perſon to our ac- 


* quaintance, it ſhall be matter of choice 
© not to part with her ſo abruptly.— 


Jou are very kind, Madam,“ anſwered 

Miſs Prado; but it is abſolutely neceſ- 
* ſary, for my own peace of mind, and that 
© of the good lady's, my guardian, that 
] return to her as ſoon as poſſible. 
It is not neceſſary, dear Madam, for 
- either, that you ſhould be robbed or 

* murdered. 
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© murdered. Do you know, ſon,” turn- 
ing to Mr. Trailer, That Mr. Rant was 
© laſt night robbed, and deſperately 


© wounded, paſſing through Barn-elms? 


and can you ſuffer this lady to riſk her 
life in the ſame road? No, it muſt not 


be. I um -Jure her guardian would 
© think us ſavages, to permit it,'—* In- 


* deed, Madam,” anſwered he, I have 


'  ©* endeavoured to diſſuade Miſs Prado 


from her deſign, by repreſenting the 
danger ſhe would be expoſed to, though _ 
1 had not then heard of the recent acei- 


dent you mention; and now join with 


ou in proteſting againſt her leaving this 
© houſe to-night.” The ſuppoſed ſiſter 
added her intreaties ; ; and Miſs Prado, 
after ſo much importunity, thought it ill- 
breeding to urge her departure any far- 
ther: but, after partaking of a genteel 
ſupper, and apologizing for the trouble 
ſhe occaſioned them, begged leave to re- 
tire to her apartment; into which Miſs 
Peggy (as Mr. Trailer called the younger 
lady) conducted her; and, at her requeſt, | 
M 4 leſt 
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left Mrs. Orrice to paſs the night with 
her. That good creature was very well 
Pleaſed to have the Richmond journey 
poſtponed, till ſhe had recruited her ſpi- 
rits, not a little impaired by the viciſ- 
ſitudes ſhe had lately undergone, and 

more than commonly affrighted, by the 
mention of Mr. Rant's accident. But 


now, relieved from the apprehenſions 1 


meeting with the like, ſhe exerted her 
utmoſt efforts in conſoling Miſs Prado; 
Who, having recommended her cauſe. to 
1 n reſigned herlelt to ſleep. 


CHAP. 
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| Orrice was awakened by voices in 
the next chamber, and aroſe, For ſome 
time ſhe heard a volley of impious exe- 
crations, uttered in Miſs Peggy's voice, 
and retorted in Mr. Trailer's; which oc- 
caſioned her to liſten attentively : and ſhe 
heard the former ſay, If you will not 
© ſwear Mr. Oſmond ſhall never make her 
© his wife, I will blow you to her.'—— 
© You need not be apprehenſive of any 
ſuch event,” returned he, in a pacific 
tone,—* Why then did you frighten me 
with the word marriage? cried ſhe, * 1 
could tear her unmeaning eyes out, at 
the very thought. : Do not put your- 
ſelf into a paſſion,” returned he; you _ 
* know who can inform him where the 
Patch is, that he thinks he loſt at New- 
« gate, when he went to ſee Mary Maſſey : 
and if you are not diſpoſed to aſſiſt in 
my ſcheme, and I ſhould not be able to 
5 8 2 bring 


BOUT ſix in the morning Mrs. | 
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bring the little witch to his lure, I ſhalt 3 


be incapable, and he averſe, to afford 
you any farther ſupport. She has all -- 


her wwits about her, fpite of the pains 


we have been at to terrify her out of 


them; and ſhe is fo curſedly ſqueamiſh, 
that a maſk of honour is neceſſary to 
ſubdue her ſcruples. We muſt, there- 


fore, contrive to keep her here, and 


” 


frighten her with reports of Mr. Of- | 
© mond's intentions of farther perſecution, * 
© till I can perſuade her to marry me, as 
* the only method of avoiding him: after 
that ceremony, I ſhall relinquiſh her to 

him.“. You might carry her to a con- 
venient houſe,” anſwered ſne, without 

any ſuch fooliſh ceremony. I cannot 


bear ſhe ſhould be called Mrs, Trailer, 


when you refuſed your name. to me at 


© Newmarket; which if you had permit- 
ted me to have aſſumed, it would have 
given me an air above the trollops, who 
thought themſelves upon a level with 


me there.“ She can have no more 
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right, by that 25. to my name, replied he, 


* thag- 


Tur BROTHERS. 281 


than three or four other girls, to whomT 
baue given it in the ſame manner: but 
ii may ſolve the little hypocrite's ſcru⸗ 
© ples.” The conference was continued ; 


| but their 1 voices fell to too low a pitch bor . 


Mrs. Orrice to underſtand more: but ſhe 


had heard enough to throw her into the 
greateſt emotion. She wept ſo loud as to 


| awaken her bedfellow ; who perceiving _ 


her in that ſituation, haſtily demanded the 


cauſe. In reply, ſhe revealed the dialogue 


ſhe had overheard ; which reduced the 
lady to the ſame condition. Their mutual 
grief, for ſome time after, oppoſed the 


paſſage of words; but having given vent 


do it at their eyes, they agreed to attempt 


an eſcape from this dangerous houſe; _ 
when Mrs. Orrice found the door locked 


and bolted on the outſide, Miſs Prada 
huddled on her cloaths, and, half-frantic, 
| faid, ſhe would leap from the window : 
but trying to open the ſhutters, the bells 
faſtened to them ſounded, and alarmed 


the wretches in the adjoining apartment; 


and Trailer appeared, as ſhe was unſcrew- 


ing 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ing the ſaſh. Perceiving her deſign, he” © 

caught her in his arms, and conveyed her, 
| ſcreaming, into the chamber where Peggy -” 


Was; to whom he ſaid, © Siſter, we muſt _ 
fend for Doctor Monro; for Miſs Pra- 
| © do's head is ſtrangely diſordered.“ Or- 
rice, whom no threats could deter from fol- 
5 lowing her, cried, Gracious Heaven 
preſerve her ſenſes in ſuch infernal com- 
© pany! Though the anguiſh of her ſoul 
deprives her of the power of ſpeech, I 


« will tell you, and all the world, if her 


precious intelle&s are affected, your vil- 
© lainy occaſions the misfortune. The 


$ parley you held with this vile woman 
reached her ears, and induced her to 


make a deſperate attempt; thinking the 


« pavement of the ſtreet ſofter than 


hearts grown callous by habitual wick- 
© ednefs,'—* Mighty well, Mrs. Pert!“ 
feturned he; * you ſhall receive your re- 


© ward for this fine oration, at a conve- 


nient time. Now I ſhall only ſay, Miſs 


< Prado's hearing my intentions, has 


2 faved me the trouble of explaining 


c them ; 
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them; but not deterred me from exe- 
cuting them, She ought to think her- 
felt obliged by the plauſible pretence I 
have found to ſecure her boaſted hu. 185 
tation. —“ Stop your prophane tongue, 

| cried the enraged lady; and if you are 
dot ſtrictly enleagued with the Prince 
of Dæmons, hear what I have to ſay? 
— Well, Madam, thus conjured, I will 
© attend to your prattle.— J imagine,” 
continued ſhe, indigence has engaged 
you in this vile affair: and if you will 
inform me what price is ſtipulated for 

my honour, I will outbribe your wicked 
principal. Do but releaſe me from this 
unjuſt durance, and make your demand 
before theſe witneſſes, and I will give 
you my note for any ſum within the 

compaſs of my fortune. A very ex- 

traordinary propoſition, Madam! but 

that fetch will not do with me. Be 

pleaſed to know this houſe is Mr. Oſ- 
mond's; and 1 would ſooner rob him of, 

2 other of his poſſeſſions, than of 
* you; whom he prizes above them all. 
« I will give you till ten o'clock to deter- 
| Y mine 
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mine whether you will marry me be 


i immured here till Mr. Otmond arrives, |} 


© or removed to a lodging in Moor- 
fields; for 1 ſolemnly declare, one of 
© theſe alternatives ſhall take place at that 
hour.“ Ending this ſpeech, he puſhed 
Orrice out of the room; and was about 
to lock Miſs Prado in with Peggy, when 


the former, with tears, begged her dear 


Orrice might be ſuffered to remain with 
her; adding, If you have the cruelty 
| * to ſeparate us, in the preſent confuſion 
© of my mind, I may be tempted to re- 


© leaſe mykelf by an act that will involve 


you in more perplexity, than you ap- 


p prehend.“ The vehemence with which 
| theſe words were pronounced, and the 


wild looks that accompanied them, had 
the deſired effect; and Orrice, who had 


remained weeping at. the outſide of the 


door, was permitted to re-enter the room 
before he faſtened it. His fair priſoner, 

diſdaining to hold diſcourſe with the in- 
famous Peggy, and regardleſs of her 

preſence, kneeled down, and, in the bit- 
tereſt anguiſh of ſoul, petitioned Heaven 
"REY 8 for 
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for relief, in terms ſo pathetic, that ſhe 


alarmed Peggy; who cried, © I am ſure 


Doctor Monro muſt be ſent for; for 
nobody in their right ſenſes would talk _ 
in ſuch a manner. Mr. Trailer can 
never make me amends, for putting 
me into the horrors, by ſhutting me up 
with ſuch an Atheiſt. She talks for all 


6: Ga W - 


* 


body ſaid, he was out of his head.“ 


the world like Mr. Whitfield, and every- > 


Whilſt ſhe was running on in this - 
ſtrange manner, a' trampling was heard 
upon the landing of the ſtair-caſe, and a 


ſmrill female voice, crying, © I have got 


my Lord Chief Juſtice's warrant z and 
| © the houſe ſhall be ſearched from the 


© garrets to the cellars, but I'll find the 
© ſtrumpet. I know not but my ſon may 
© loſe his life, by the quarrel he has had 

© about her, Force open this door, Con- 


| * ſtable.” A violent bounce followed, 
which threw it off the hinges, and pre- 


ſented to the priſoner's view a formidable 
ſtaff; the uſe of which being perfectly 
known to Peggy, ſhe took to her heels, 
informing the bearer, by a ſignificant 
4 2 glance, 
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glance, he was not to hinder her retreat. 
He was followed by an old man and an 
huge woman, with a countenance in 
which rage was depicted in proper co- 
lours; who approached Miſs Prado, with 
her gigantic red fiſt uplifted 3 which ſo 
terrified her, by the apprehenſion of 


her being another of her uncle - & agents, 5 1 


that ſhe fell on her knees, imploring 
her to compaſſionate her youth and diſ- 

treſs; adding, If you cruelly force 

me into Mr. Oſmond's preſence, 1 
have courage to face death, though 

not him, Oh, Madam ! if ever you 

5 trod the paths of innocence, as ſurely 
you once did (and the pleaſing remem- 
brance cannot be eraſed by time and 
vice), ſave me from perdition ! Suffer 
* me to eſcape the ſnares laid to render 
me the deteſtation of myſelf and of the 
world; and I will earneſtly ſupplicate 
Heaven to grant you mrrey: as you 

will confer it on me,'—* How came 
« ſuch a minx, retorted her antagoniſt, 
to ſuſpect my virtue ? — It is the firſt- 
4 time Sir Henry Oſmond's widow was 
'3 5 ever 
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ever affronted with ſuch language, 


However, we are, to be ſure, all mi- 


ſerable ſinners ; and I do not come 


to encourage you in your wicked | 
courſe of life, but to chaſtiſe you for 
it. I am informed, that you have 


broth my ſon into a fray, that has 
endangered his life; and have had the 


impudence ſince to take poſſeſſion of 
bis houſe, under pretence of being his 
1 thou vile impoſtor ! — © I beg 


© your ladyſhip's pardon,” returned Miſs 


. L Prado I did not in the leaſt ſuſpe& to 


whom I was ſpeaking, But if you 


will be ſo kind as to ſuffer me to ex- 
poſtulate with you in private, I can 
remove all your apprehenſions upon my 


account. Before ſo many witneſſes, I 


can only proteſt, that I am' an innocent 
young woman, who has ſuffered by 


your ſon's artifices ; and that you are 


deceived in Une bad opinion you enter- 


tain of me. -* I would not truſt 
myſelf alone with you,“ returned the 


old lady, for the King's revenue: but 


a if you and your companion will go 


N Labouf 
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about your buſineſs, and promiſe never 


* 


to attempt deluding my ſon, I will 


diſmiſs the conſtable. J gratefully 
accept any conditions that ſhall releaſe | 
me from this houſe,” ſaid Miſs Prado; 
and hope Heaven will one day reward 


your ladyſhip, by convincing you you 


have done a meritorious a&.'—* I will 
not demean myſelf,* anſwered Lady 
Oſmond, * with holding a longer con- 
verſation with you. There is your 


way, pointing to the ſtair-caſe. And 


then, turning to her ſteward, Mr. Arm- 


4 


ſtrong, ſee theſe women out of the | 
8 | 


The perſon who received this order ad- 


| vanced, and offered his hand to the young 

lady; who, laying hold of Orrice with the 
other, ran down-ſtairs; begging bleſſings : 
on the head of her deliverer. 
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